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T0 THE PEOPLE OF HERKIMER COUNTY

I dedicate this humble and unpretending volume.
If the manuscript sheets, which have been pre-
pared with some labor, and a scrupulous regard to
the best authenticated facts, shall assume the form
of a readable book, it will be through their gene-
rous appreciation of the writer's efforts.

And, if my labors to condense and illustrate the
annals of what has hitherto been and now is an
interesting portion of one of the largest and most
populous states of the American Union, in the des-
tinies of which the citizens of Herkimer county
have hitherto so largely participated, shall merit
and receive the approval of those so well qualified
to form just conceptions of their value and import-

ance, I shall have no hope or ambition left unsatis-
fied. THE AUTHOR.
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 7

the General, devoted themselves in the future progress of
the war, with zeal and courage in defense of the country.

Another motive prompted me to the undertaking. Herki~
mer county was one of the first erected after the revolution,
and while the surrounding counties, and some of them
carved from the territory it once embraced, were esteemed
worthy of elaborate historical notice which had been
liberally patronized by the populations of those counties, it
eeemed strange indeed that she sheuld so long have remained
neglected and forgotten, like the illustrious individual whose
name she bears, and no one of her sons, native or adopted,
would venture to place her in a just position. All that por-
tion of the book compiled from public works and documents,
such as the origin of the titles to lands, the description and
boundaries of the county and the towns, and the statistical
and other information derived from the recent census, may
be relied upon as strictly and critically accurate.

Heretofore, several, if I may not say many, of the political
men of the county, have held not only reputable, but high
positions in the councils of the state, and some of those, who
are now dead, have left an enduring impress of their talents
and exertions upon the political institutions of the state. The
somewhat peculiar political characteristics, which have
heretofore marked the action of a considerable majority of
the voting population of the county, seemed to me a matter
worthy of elaborate consideration. Why two peoples,
distinct in their origin, dissimilar in tastes, habits and
customs, should harmonize on a great political problem for
a period of more than fifty years, and in numbers to carry
almost every popular election, presented a question worthy
of inquiry and solution. Animated with a strong desire to
arrive at a just and proper conclusion in respect to this
question, I have given, in the sequel of the book, a full
statement of the facts which are believed to have drawn the
German and English or New England populations into
harmony.
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10 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

flats district, previous to the. revolution, except that of
Thompson on Cosby’'s manor. There may have been two
or three others. Much care and attention has been given
to the biographical sketches of the official personages, who
have been residents of and who died in the county. These
sketches are not all I intended they should be in the outset
nor all I would now wish them to be. I took what I
believed proper measures, at an early day, to obtain precise
and accurate information in regard to this subject. I did
not anticipate any difficulty, and much less a failure. But
my motives and objects were misconceived, or not approved
of, or some of the parties to whom my circulars were
addressed have exhibited an ignorance or indifference
painful to think of.

I am compelled, reluctantly, to make an apology for a
seeming neglect of the religious institutions of the county.
I did hope to have been able to lay before the readers of this
unpretending volume, a brief historical outline of the various
religious organizations in the county, their foundation,
progress and present condition; and took such measures at
an early day, as would, I believed, secure this most desirable
object. I care not to indulge in a single remark further on
this topic. The statistical results, taken from the late state
census, which will be found in a subsequent chapter, with
some extracts from the journals of two missionaries who
visited the county more than fifty years ago, must content
the reader on this head. I should have been most happy to
have followed them with a record of the names and the
results of the labors of those who then and afterwards
occupied this ground and ministered to our fathers in
spiritual things, and should have done it, if I could have
accomplished it by any other means than the course adopted,
which entirely failed.

The reader unacquainted with our localities, should not
conclude that the people of Herkimer county are indifferent
to the grave subject which relates to their future welfare,
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because they find no elaborate display of churches, missionary
and Bible societies organized within the county. As one
reason of my failure in this respect, it may have been sup-
posed, I was engaged in a work, the profits of which would
amply repay me for the trouble and expense of collecting
all the information needful to make the book perfect, inter-
esting and valuable.

The writer, compiler and publisher of a local history, is in
a condition somewhat like the Connecticut parson, whose
congregation gave him a call and fixed the salary at one
hundred dollars a year, one half to be paid in grain and
such other necessary articles of living as they might have
to spare and he might want. When he called for the pay-
ment of the balance of his salary, he was modestly told, he
owed the parish fifty dollars for the rent of the parsonage
and glebe. A local historian must be willing to perform
any amount of labor required to make his book what he
knows and wishes it should be, but if he hazards a large out-
lay, merely for the glory of publishing a book, his ambition
will cost him dear.

The author who writes for extended glory or large profit,
must bestow his talents and labor on subjects quite different
from those I now have in hand. Nevertheless, if I shall be
so fortunate as to meet the reasonable expectations of the
people of the county, I shall have achieved all that my ambi-
tion can crave, or my most sangunine hopes have ever antici-
pated.

The chapter embracing the history of the several towns
in the county will be found interesting, on account of the
local historical matters there collected, and the statistical
information condensed and arranged which will render the
work highly useful as a manual. The brief notices of the
early New England settlers are necessary links to conduct
the reader through the early history of the county. The
annals of the county would not be complete without the
condensed view embraced in the chapter comprehending
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its political history. Whatever may have been and are the
author’s predilections on the questions discussed in that
chapter, he would not feel this a proper occasion to give
them any undue prominence, and he is confident a candid
public will acquit him of indulging in any partisanship, or
the least departure from a liberal and candid recital of facts
connected with the party politics of the times. I am aware
that local historians have hitherto given but small space in
their works to the political histories of the counties. The
reasons for this omission do not seem to me quite obvious,
nor is it in any respect important now to make them a sub-
ject of discussion or inquiry. The intelligent reader will,
I think, find himself amply repaid for his time by a perusal
of the chapter. .

The historical works relating to the Mohawk valley,
heretofore published, have necessarily been confined to the
prominent and leading events of the old French and the
Revolutionary wars. The minor events and leading inci-
dents, which have marked the progress of the country, have
attracted but little or no attention, and consequently have no
place in the works alluded to. The author’s object has been,
so far as relates to the upper Mohawk valley, to supply
this desideratum. The upper valley being only an out-
skirt of civilization and a frontier during the whole period
of these two wars, would not of course attract the particular
attention of writers, not familiar with all its localities, its
legends and its traditions, and the character of ‘its popula-
tion; hence we must not be surprised to observe the little
regard bestqwed upon the eventful transactions of that
locality. The author has endeavored to cover the whole
ground, and fill up all chasms.

The attainder by the state government of the adherents
to the British crown, and the consequent forfeiture and
confiscation of their estates, has been incidentally mentioned
by former writers of our history, drawn out by the fact that
a large tract of valuable lands in the county had escheated



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 13

to the state, by the statute attainder of Sir John Johnson.
In consequence of the misapprehension of the facts in regard
to the extent of this escheat, the author, in connection with
the history of the land titles, has deemed it proper not only
to elucidate the subject fully and minutely, but to attempt,
not an apology merely, but defense, ample and elaborate, of
the revolutionary patriots and fathers, who adopted and
rigidly enforced the attainder act of 1779. My countrymen
have more than once been charged with illiberality and
cruelty in exacting the * pound of flesh,” after the British
king bhad yielded the point and confirmed the independence
of his rebellious colonies. These advocates for republican
munificence and generosity, seem to have forgotten the
lives immolated on the altar of oppression, and the millions
of money expended in defending the country against the
aggressive acts of many of these same attainted adherents
of loyalty; and that, if stern and inexorable justice was
exacted, it was only in observance of a rule of public law
sanctioned by the most refined civilization. The emanci-
pated colonists should have been willing to mete out exact
and even-handed justice, but they were not in any view
which could be taken of this question, in a condition to be
generous.

Although this may be quite a proper subject for general
history, and elaborate discussion by statesmen, it finds a
suitable place in the humbler annals of the upper Mohawk
valley, where the forfeitures have been incurred, and the
law of reprisal has been enforced. While the advocates of
restoration of forfeited estates are zealously engaged in
finding condemnatory arguments against the Americans for
not yielding the forfeiture, let them bear in mind not only
the circumstances that provoked the action of the colonial
authorities, but the hostile attitude of the British authorities
long after the peace of 1783 was inaugurated. The frontier
posts were long held, in despite of the energetic remonstrances
of the United States, and in violation of the treaty of peace;
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the western Indian tribes were instigated to acts of hostility,
and rumored threats of a renewal of the war, and a speedy
subjugation of the rebel colonists, did not and could not
fail to influence the state governments in their action upon
this question.

I take great pleasure in tendering my acknowledgments to
the present Secretary of State, of this state, and A. G. John-
son, Esq., his deputy; the Hon. Abijah Beckwith, of Columbia;
Hon. F. E. Spinner, of Mohawk; Hon. E. P. Hurlbutt, of
Newport ; Jonas Cleland, Esq., of Warren; Doct. William
Mather, of Fairfield ; Lauren Ford, Esq., Little Falls; Samuel
Earl, Esq., Herkimer; D. C. Henderson, of Norway; E. T.
Cleland, Esq., county clerk; to whom I am indebted for
facilities afforded in obtaining useful information, and for
timely assistance in collecting materials and furnishing
valuable documents. I am under obligations to several
other individuals for suggestions and information, for which
they have my thanks.

In committing this work to the public, the author admits,
it might have been better executed by an abler pen than
his, at an earlier period of the country, but he confidently
hopes, however, it will be found an interesting and useful
addition to our local history.

N. 8. BENTON.
Little Falls, 1865.



CHAPTER I.

The Mohawk Indians — The Iroquois — Extent of Country — Confederation —
Probable Period when it took Place — Not a Perfect Union — Popular As-
pect of the System — Presiding Officer in General Council — War Chief —
Tuscaroras — Territory Claimed by the Mohawks-—S8t. Regis Colony —
Indians Treated as Owners of the Soil — The Hostility of the Mohawks to
the French — Friendship to the English —Sir William Johnson’s Influ-
enoce — They Join the English and Abandon their Country — The Oneidas —
Bravery and Cruelty of the Mohawks-— Upper Castle in Danube — Fighting
Men in 1677 —Same in 1763 — Hereditary Descent in Female Line—
Council of Nations — Marriage — Wife's Right of Property — Witcheraft —
Hondrik — Little Abraham — Garangula. -

The aboriginal inhabitants of the territory whose history
is intended to be delineated in the subsequent pages of this
work, were the Maquaes, or Mohawk Indians, one of the
five confederated tribes or cantons of the Konoshioni or
Iroquois, found in that part of the state extending from
Albany north to lake Champlain and the river St. Lawrence,
south-westerly to the head waters of the Susquehanna and
Delaware rivers,and westerly to lakes Ontario and Erie, and
even to the valley of the Ohio, when the Dutch made their
appearance on the waters of the Hudson, in 1609.

The period when this confederacy was formed is quite as
much involved in the mists of tradition as any other remote
event of Indian origin. Some fix the epoch a short time
prior to the occupation by the Dutch, while others extend it
back to A. D. 1414. This confederation seems to have been
established for the common purposes of defense and offense
in war. It was not a perfect union whereby each tribe or
canton surrendered to the council any portion of the internal
policy of the tribe. Each was perfectly independent of all
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built for them before the revolution. The spot on which
the first church was erected, has always been consecrated to
pious uses, and a small church is now standing on the site of
the old mission building, called in the language of the
inhabitants of the country the Indian Castle Church. The
principal Christian mission establishinent of this tribe was
at Fort Hunter, near Amsterdam, in Montgomery county.

Wertworth Greenhalgh, in 1677, describes the Maquaes or
Mohawks, as possessing four towns, besides one small village
one hundred and ten miles west of Albany, and that they
had in all about three hundred fighting men.

Sir William Johnson, in 1763, states there were one
hundred and sixty men of the Mohawks, that they had two
villages on the river which bore that name, and a few
emigrants at Schoharie, about sixteen miles from Fort
Hunter.

An extended notice of these people is not designed, but
it will not be out of place to present a few of their peculiari-
ties. Hereditary descent was confined to the female line,
and thus the son of a chief’s daughter would inherit a
chieftainship to the exclusion of his uncle, and a chief’s
brother would succeed him, and not his male children, pro-
vided there were no descendants through the female line.

Another peculiarity marked these people. The matrons
of the tribe, in council, could always propose a cessation of
hostilities, and this could be done without compromising the
warriors and chiefs. For this purpose a male functionary,
the messenger of the matrons, who was a good speaker, was
designated to perform an office which was deemed unsuita-
ble to the female. When the proposition to drop the war
club was resolved upon, the message was delivered to this
officer, and he was bound to enforce it with all the powers
of eloquence he possessed.

Marriage among the Iroquois was a mere personal agree-
ment between the parties, requiring no particular sanction
and in no respect affected the rights of property, if the wife
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bhad any. Whatever goods, effects or valuables of any kind
the wife had before marriage, she continued to hold abso-
lutely, and if a separation took place, the wife was entitled
to take with her all her property.

These people, like all others in the rude and savage state,
were sturdy believersin witchcraft. Their ancient religious
system or mode of worship no doubt contributed to strengthen
this belief. The worship of a good and an evil spirit, must
of necessity hiave produced such results; and dreams were
considered the revelation of inspiration too sacred to be
neglected or disregarded, and hence the effects of this belief
upon the prosperity and population of these tribes must have
been, at times, most disastrous.

This is a brief and by no means a perfect outline of the
characteristics of a people who occupied the Mohawk
valley when first visited by the Europeans. A

After the death of Hendrik, the celebrated Mohawk chief,
Little Abraham, his brother, became by the laws of the tribe
the war chief of this branch of the Iroquois confederacy,
and consequently was the leader of the confederate forces,
when upon the war path, unless degraded in accordance with
Indian usages. I shall in a subsequent part of this work
again allude to Little Abraham’s situation, and give the
reasons why he was probably superseded as the war chief of
the Six Nations, at the commencement of the revolutionary
war through the influence of British officials.*

# I can not forbear to give, in this place, a speech delivered by Garanguls,
an Onondaga chief, in the presence of De La Barre, the gov'emor of Canada, in
1684. He speaks as the representative of the five confederate tribes, and mo
doubt in accordance with the usages of these people, which conferred on the
chief of his tribe the office of enunciating or declaring the sentiments and
wishes of the general council of the cantons.

This speech is found in Colden’s History of the Five Nations, and the historian
may not have done any injustice to the native orator—at any rate the point
and sarcasm of the language, spoken in the slow and measured cadence of
Indian oratory, must have touched his auditor to the quick, and can not but
interest the general reader. It shows a noble specimen of native independ;
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Kme HENDRIK.
This celebrated sachem of the Mohawk canton of the
Iroquois confederacy and distinguished war chief of the Six
Nations, was born during the latter part of the 17th century,

-

ence and self-reliance. The sachem, standing in front of the governor who
was seated, addressed him as follows:

‘‘ Yonnondio, I honor you, and the warriors that are with me honor you—
your interpreter has finished your speech. I now begin mine, My words
make haste to reach your ears; harkon to them, Yonnondio. You must
have believed, when you left Quebeo, that the sun had burnt up all the
forests which render our country inaccessible to the French, or that the lakes
had 80 overflown their banks that they had surrounded our castles, and that it
was impossible for us to get out of them; yes, truly, you must have dreamed
%0, and the curiosity of secing so great a wonder has brought you so far. Now you
are undeceived, since that I, and the warriors here present, are come to assure
you, that the Cayugas, Senecas, Onondagsas, Oneidas and Mohawks, are yet
alive. I thank you, in their name, for bringing back into their country

- the calumet, which your predecessors received from their hands. It was
happy for you that you left under ground that murdering hatchet, that has
80 often been dyed with the blood of the French. Hear! Yonnondio; I do
not sleep! I have my eyes open, and the sun which enlightens me, discovers
to me a great captain at the head of a company of soldiers, who speaks as if
he were dreaming. He says that he only came to the lakes to smoke on the
great calumet, with the Onondagas. But Garangula says he sees thd con-
trary; that it was to knock them on the head, if sickness had not weakened
the arms of the French. I see Yonnondio roving in a camp of sick men,
whose hairs the great spirit has saved by inflicting this sickness upon them.
Hear, Yonnondio! our women had taken their clubs; our children and old
men had carried their bows and arrrows into the heart of your camps, if our
warriors had not disarmed them, and kept them back, when your messengers
came to our castles. It is done; I have said it.

¢ Hear, Yonnondio! we plundered none of the French, but those that
carried guns, powder and balls to the Twightwies and Chictagicks, because
those arms might have cost us our lives. Herein we follow the example of
the Jesuits, who break all the kegs of rum brought to our castles, lest the
drunken Indians should knock them on the head. Our warriors have not
beavers enough to pay for all those arms they have taken, and our old men
are not afraid of war.

¢ This belt preserves my words.

“ We carried the English into our lakes, to trade with the Utawawas and
Quatoghies, as the Adirondacks brought the French to our castles, to carry
on s trade which the English say is theirs. e are born free; we peither
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not very near the close of it, however, as he was called “old

King Hendrik,” at the time of the old French war. He
was in the vigor of manhood and at the hight of power

depend on Yonnondio or Corlear; we may go when we please, and carry with

us what we please, and buy and sell what we please. If your allies be your

slaves, use them as such ; command them to receive no others but your people.
¢ This belt preserves my words.

‘“We knock the Twightwies and Chicagicks on the head, becsuse they
had cut down the trees of peace, which were the limits of our country. They
have hunted beaver on our lands, they have acted contrary to the customs
of the Indians, for they have left none of the beavers alive; they killed both
male and female; they brought the Satanas into their country, to take part
with them after they had concerted ill designs against us. We have done less
than either the English or French, that have usurped the lands of so many
Indian nations, and chased them from their own country.

¢ This belt preserves my words.

¢ Hear, Yonnondio, what I say is the voice of all the Five Nations. Hear
what they answer—open your ears to what they speak. The Benecas, Onon-
dagas, Cayugas, Oneidas and Mohawks, say that when they buried the hatchet
at Cadaraqui, in the presence of your predecessors, in the middle of the fort,
they planted the tree of peace in the same place, to be there carefully pre-
served ; that in the place of arms and ammunition of war, beavers and mer-
chandise only should enter there.

¢ Hear, Yonnondio! take care, for the future, that so great a number of
soldiers as appear there, do not choke the tree of peace, planted in so small
a fort. It will be a great loss, if after it had so easily taken root, you should
stop its growth, and prevent its covering your country and ours with its
branches. I assure you in the name of the Five Nations, that our warriors
shall dance to the calumet of peace under its leaves, and shall remain quiet
on their mats, and shall never dig up the hatchet till their brother Yonnon-
dio, or Corlear, shall either jointly or separately endeavor to attack the coun-
try which the Great Spirit has given to our ancestors.

““ This belt preserves my words, and this other the authority which the
Five Nations have given me.”

Then addressing himself to the interpreter, he said :

¢ Take courage, you have spirit, speak, explain my words, forget nothing,
tell all that your friends and brethren say to Yonnondio, your governor, by
the mouth of Garangula, who loves you and desires you to accept this present
of beaver, and take part with me in my feast, to which I invite you. This
present of beaver is sent to Yonnondio, on the part of the Five Nations.”

The Indian orator in using the name Corlear, in his address, intends to
designate the English or oolonial governor of New York.

3
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when the upper section of the Mohawk valley was opened
for settlement.

From his long association with the Europeans and parti-
cularly with Sir William Johnson, whom he highly regarded,
and who found but little difficulty in directing the actions
of the chief as he thought best, Hendrik had adopted and
wore the English costume, and become accustomed to live in

KING HENDRIK.

a house. He resided much of the time at the upper Mohawk
castle, in the town of Danube, his dwelling being located
upon the elevated ground not far from the Indian Castle
Church, commanding an extended view of the surrounding
country. He is spoken of as a man of great sagacity and
vigor of mind, inflexibly brave and of “unmovable integrity.”
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The French authorities of Canada, with all their intrigues,
were never able to move him and his faithful Mohawks from
their allegiance to the British crown. Dr. Dwight says, “a
gentleman of very reputable character, who was present at
a council held with the Six Nations by the governor of New
York and several agents of distinction from New-England
. [this was in 1754], informed me that his figure and counten-
ance were singularly impressive and commanding ; that his
eloquence was of the same superior order, and that he
appeared as if born to control other men, and possessed an
air of majesty unrivaled within his knowledge.” He fell
at the battle of Lake George, on the 8th of September, 1755,
winning glory, a fortune and a title for his friend, Major
General William Johnson. ’

The anecdote illustrated by the following dialogue between
Sir William, before he was knighted, and the old king, should
be repeated, although quite as unreal as most dreams are.

Scene.—Sir William’s parlor; the knight seated in deep
thought. Enter King Hendrik giving a searching glance
round the room as he approached and saluted his friend.

King Hendrik (addressing Sir William), “I dream.”

Sir William. “ Well, what did you dream ?”

King Hendrik. 1 dream you give me one suit of clothes.”

Sir William. “ Well, I suppose you must have it.”

The scene changes, and Sir William and Hendrik meet
in their sylvan excursions.

Sir William (addressing Hendrik with a bland smile on
his face). “I dreamed last night.”

King Hendrik. “Did you? What you dream?”

Sir William. “I dreamed you gave me such a tract of
land” (describing the outlines of it).

King Hendrik (pausing). “I suppose you must have it,
but” (raising and shaking his finger significantly), “you
must not dream again.”

The petition of Sir William and thirty-nine other persons
for a license to purchase the Indian title to 40,000 acres of
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land lying between the two Canada creeks, was presented
to the governor and council on the 8th of July, 1761, six
years after Hendrik’s death. This was the first step taken
to obtain the title to the royal grant.

Although a stern and rigorous warrior, Hendrik was
kind to the white population of the valley, and was highly
regarded by them. He well understood the extent of his
mission—that he must guard and protect the liege subjects
of his sovereign to the extent of his power against the
attacks of the hostile French and Indians, and he did not
fail tp execute it. If he was not the most distinguished for
courage and strategy of all the native war chiefs, known
to the Europeans, after the settlement by them of the
country, history has dealt too favorably with his fame, and
he still wears an undeserved crown of immortality.

Nore.—I have collected the following notices of Hemdrik from the
¢¢ Documents relating to the Colonial History” of this state. July 8, 1697, he
is recognized as a chief of the Mohawk canton. In 1698, he is described as
s chief, a *‘ convert to the Christian faith, of eight years’ standing,” and as
being of full age. In 1699, he was examined befére the mayor, recorder
and justices at Albany, in regard to what he had said about Dom.
Dellius’s going away, and is spoken of as s married man., 1710, he visited
England. 1711, October 9th, at a conference with Gov. Hunter, he gave the
governor & letter addressed by the chiefs to the Archbishop of Canterbary,
and desired him to thank the Queen of Great Britain for the care taken by
her to convert the Indians to the Christian religion. September 3d, 1720,
Hendrik, the Maquaes, having been suspended four years before from being
s sachem in the tribe, wasrestored and installed as a chief, at the request and
in presence of the commissioners of Indian affairs. In 17563, he attended &
conference between 8ir William Johnson and the Mohawks, and in 1754 he was
at the Congress of the Commissioners from the six northern provinces, held
st Albany, to consult on Indian affairs. He was the chief speaker at both ‘of
these conferences. Judge Harring, now living, who came to Johnstown in
1795, and at an early dsy was quite familiar with the inhabitants, old and
young, then on the stage, says, that Sir William dreamed for the land known
as the Kingsborough patent, where he built his own family mansion, and not
for the royal grant.
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The reader having been introduced to the aboriginal
possessors of the soil of Herkimer county, so far as can now
be defined, will have the goodness to indulge me a few
moments, while I give a brief historical outline of a people
of known European origin, who first planted themselves in
the upper Mohawk valley. Indeed, the Anglo-Saxon race
are of German descent, and whoever claims a Teutonic
ancestry, traced through an English channel, will have some
of the blood of a Saxon or Dane on which to rest that claim.
Our design in this chapter is to set out, as far as needful,
the origin of a race who are losing every distinct national
characteristic, which they maintained more than one
hundred years upon the American continent.

‘The Germans were believed, by the Romans, to be an
aboriginal, pure and unmixed race of people. TH® primitive
language of the inhabitants of Germany is the Teutonic,
called High Dutch, and has no affinity with the Celtic
tongue. The name Germanum, when applied to the tribes
collectively, was first used, it is said, by Julius Ceesar; but
German historians assert the aboriginal name of these people
is 'what they bear at this time. It can not be very remarka-
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ble that the original collective name of a people inhabiting
a particular district of country, so much divided into tribes
or septs as was the territory embraced in and now known as
Germany, should be familiar to strangers coming from Rome
or middle and southern Gaul. A Teutscher, or Deutscher,
according to the method of pronunciation, was a person
belonging to the nation. Some would no doubt translate
this as meaning Dutchman. The first intercourse the origi-
nal barbaric tribes of Germany had with a people practiced
in historical writing, was in the year 113 before the Christian
era, 1968 years ago, when the Cimbrians and Teutonians
made an incursion into the Roman territories ; but this must
have been too transitory to have permitted the Romans to
take any particular note of the origin or historical anteced-
ents of their invaders. When Julius Cesar, about fifty years
before the birth of Christ, advanced to the frontiers of what
might then be considered Germany proper, and hence was
brought into more immediate contact with its people, he is
enabled to speak with certainty. Any thing like authentic
German history commences with the Christian era, and it
ripens with the progress of civilization and learning, and
light comes to us through the darkness and gloom of the
middle ages.

Historians describe the early German race as having “ but
one determined and equal form of body. Their chests were
wide and strong; their hair yellow, and with young child-
ren of a dazzling white. Their skin was also white, their
eyes blue, and their glance bold and piercing.” Some
ancient writers say their usual height was seven feet. It is
also said that “ from their earliest youth upward they hard-
ened their bodies by all devisable means. New-born infants
were dipped in cold water, and the cold bath was continued
during their whole lives as the strengthening renovator, by
both boys and girls, men and women.” It is not intended to
give an extended and detailed view of the habits, manners,
regulations, and institutions of these people. But it is
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proper to note some points in their history down to the period
of the immigration of the Palatines to this western continent.

It must be apparent to all, that in order to provide against
assaults from without, there must have been a confederation
of the German tribes at some period. The laws relating
to these confederations were very severe, and their principle
was, “one for all and all for one, for life and death.” The
most perfect of these alliances among the tribes took
place about the year A. D. 235, in order to form a barrier
against the Roman armies. The great migration of the
Mongolian Huns from Asia and the irruption of the western
tribes into Italy between the years 375 and 476 after Christ,
changed materially the aspect of things among the German
confederates, and subsequently produced changes in their
customs and institutions. It was not until about the close of
the eighth century, in the time of Charlemagne, that all
the German tribes, or rather nations, were converted to
Christianity.

The outbreak of the reformation ih 1517 under the conduct
of Martin Luther, an Augustinian friar, and professor of
theology in the University of Wittenberg, Saxony, is the first
great event to which our attention is directed ; that being
the epoch from which we can trace the causes that drove
the Palatines of the Lower Rhine to seek a home in the then
province of New York nearly two hundred years afterwards.

It is worthy of note here, that in the celebrated contro-
versy at Leipsic in 1519, which formed an interesting event
in the development of the history of those times, two
peasants’ sons, Martin Luther and Dr. John Mayer of Eck,
represented the antagonistic ideas that characterized the
times, and whose unity or further division could not fail to
produce consequences of the greatest importance in the civil-
ized world. Luther was the descendant of a peasant
family living at the foot of the Thuringian forest in Moravia,
and Eck was the son of Michael Mayer of Eck, a peasant.

The princes of the Lower Palatinate of the Rhine early



28 HISTORY OF HERKIMER COUNTY.

embraced the tenets of the Reformation, vibrating between
the doctrines of Luther and Calvin, as suited the inclina-
tions and peculiar notions of the individual reigning princes ;
and the great body of their people usually changed with
their sovereigns. It once or twice occurred, in the course
of one hundred and fifty years, that the reigning prince
embraced the old religion, as it was then called; but
this happened only when the Palatinate was bestowed upon
some new family or.house, or when political motives dictated
a return to the Romish doctrines ; but the great mass of the
people rigidly adhered to the Protestant faith.

The final adjustment of the religious questions in the Ger-
man empire and the conclusion of the treaty of Westphalia,
took place in 1648, but this did not put an end to the reli-
gious wars in Europe. During the whole of the seventeenth
century, and before and since that period, up to the extin-
guishment of the title, the emperors of Germany adhered to
the Roman Catholic faith, and many of the princes of the
empire were devoted to the same tenets; and while multi-
tudes of the peasantry and middle classes embraced the
doctrines of the Reformation, there was but small hope of
toleration until Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, con-
quered a peace for them.

There were, perhaps, two motives that induced the people
of the Palatinate to look to England for succor, at the com-
mencement of the eighteenth century. Frederick, then
Prince Palatine, who had married Elizabeth, daughter of
James I, king of England, was in 1619 elected king of the °
states of Bohemia ; but in the year following he was signally
defeated at the battle of Weissenberg by the emperor of
Germany, driven into exile, and all his estates were confis~
cated. This was during the thirty years’ religious war in
Germany. By the treaty of Westphalia the eldest son of the
banished Frederick was restored to his patrimonial estates
of the Lower Palatinate. This prince was cousin to Anne,
daughter of James II, who ascended the British throne in
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1702, on the death of William III. The Palatinate was
occupied by the imperial armies in 1623, when the magnifi-
cent library of Heidelburg was seized and presented to the
Pope of Rome. It was restored in 1815. The lower Pala-
tinate was invaded by the French in 1689, many of its towns
were burnt and the country devastated, while the defense-
less inhabitants, who begged for mercy on their knees, were
stripped naked and driven into the fields, then covered with
snow, where many of them perished. One historian, in
speaking of the cruelties committed by the French on this
occasion, states that * the elector beheld from his castle, at
Manheim, two cities and twenty-five towns in flames, and
where lust and rapine walked hand in hand with fire and
sword.” Thus for nearly seventy-five years was this fair
country, described as one of the most beautiful in Germany,
the theater of wars and the scene of rapine, ravages and
desolations, until the remnant of its population could no
longer find a hiding place in fatherland. The Catholic rulers
of France for a time sided with the Protestant league in
Germany during the thirty years’ war, and soon afterwards
cut the throats of their Huguenot subjects at home.

The continental wars of Europe, at the close of the seven-
teenth and commencement of the eighteenth centuries, seem to
have been promoted very much by religious considerations.
The see of Rome was determined to *crush out” heresy,
and exerted all its spiritual and temporal powers to accom-
plish it, and well did the Catholic powers and princes of
Europe second the papal injunctions, except when great
reasons of state intervened to prevent. The majority of
Europe adhered to the Romish faith.

From the proximity of the Lower Palatinate to France and
the Netherlands, it is very probable that it received acces-
sions of population from both of those countries during the
religious wars ; and Manheim, a strong and well-built city
at that day, was in the year 1576 appointed as the place of
retreat for the families of the reformed religion, at that time



30 HISTORY OF HERKIMER COUNTY.

driven from the Spanish Netherlands, which considerably
enriched this electorate. A historian of the last century
describes the people of the Palatinate as “ the most civilized
and polite of any in Germany; extremely open and hospita-
ble to strangers, and generally well informed.”

Although some of the characteristics of these people may
have been modified by their intercourse with their southern
and more civilized neighbors, commencing nearly fifty years
before Julius Casar invaded Gaul, it is not supposed that
this intercourse was so marked or extensive as to change
materially the habits, manners and customs of the inhabit-
ants of the Palatinate from those of their German country-
men, or that they lost any of the primitive High-Dutch
tongue.

It is not remarkable that a people so strongly attached to
the nomadic life as the early Germans were, and being
divided into tribes or septs, should vary in their dialects in
the different provinces, all however emanating from the same
original language. _

This brief outline of the origin and persecutions of a
people whose exodus from Europe to' America it is designed
to notice, will doubtless be excused, if not approved of, in a
work so entirely local as the one in hand. A more extended
recapitulation of European history in respect to the events
to which the writer has aimed to give prominence, seems
not to be required or desirable. He has brought forward
historical evidence of the facts he presents to the reader’s
consideration ; concurrent historical evidence, and that is
the best testimony he can produce after the lapse of more
than three hundred years since some of those events hap-
pened, and one hundred and fifty years since the latest of
those events transpired. The reader who desires to see more
on this head, is referred to Kohlrausch’s History of Ger-
many.

There is an historical legend connected with German his-
tory to this effect, but which is variously related by German

!
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historians. Drusus, the Roman general, had made three
campaigns into Germany, and while progressing on the
fourth, in the 9th year before the Christian era, he was
standing alone on the banks of the Elbe, ruminating no doubt
on the events and fortunes of war, when a supernatural
figure in the form of a gigantic woman of stern and threat-
ening appearance stood before him and addressed him in the
following language : “ How much further wilt thou advance,
insatiable Drusus? It is not appointed for thee to behold
all these countries. Depart hence! the term of thy deeds
and thy life is at hand.”

Drusus retired from his position on the Elbe, whether
from fright and dismay at hearing words which in that age
might be deemed prophetic, is not certain, and in a few
weeks fell from his horse and died in consequence. Ina
superstitious age an ardent imagination might have conjured
up spectres quite as appalling as this, but it is probable this
was a device of some of the prophetic women of the country.

Nore—Approved authors assert that the early German tribes navigated from
central Asia into Europe.
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The origin or cause of the first immigrations from the
Lower Palatinate of the Rhine to America, as we have seen,
was religious persecution,and the devastations of the country
consequent upon the religious wars of Europe, of which
Germany was the battlefield nearly one hundred years. The
affinity existing between the sovereigns of England and the
Palatinate, and the deep sympathy felt by Protestant Eng-
lishmen for their suffering brethren in Germany, produced
the application to Queen Anne, in 1708, to send the Pala-
tines.to her then colony of New York.

Enmigration of the Palatines.
In the first quarter of the eighteenth century, three bodies
of these people arrived in New York, having been sent over
- at the expense of the British government. By an order in
council made at Whitehall, England, May 10, 1708, it appears
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that Joshua Kockerthal, evangelical minister, and several
poor Lutherans, had come to England from the Lower Pala-
tinate in Germany, being forty-one persons, ten men, ten
women and twenty-one children. They are described as
having been reduced to want by the ravages of the French
in their country, and are represented as being of good
character. This paper states they would have been sent to
Jamaica or Antigua, but it was feared the hot climate of
those islands would prove injurious to their constitutions.
It was finally concluded to send them to the colony of New
York, where they could be employed in obtaining naval
stores after being seated on the frontiers as a barrier against
the French and their Indians; and on the 10th of August
following, the provincial governor was directed to provide
subsistence for Joshua Kockerthal and fifty-two German
Protestants, and “to grant him 500 acres of land for a glebe
with liberty to sell a suitable portion thereof for his better
maintenance till he shall be able to live by the produce of-
the remainder.”

An order was made in the provincial council at New York,
May 26, 1709, to continue the relief promised by the queen
until the expiration of twelve months from the date of their
arrival, and this relief was to include clothes, mechanical
tools and materials to work with. This was the vanguard
which was to be planted in advance of the population then
in the province asa barrier against the common enemy.
This company probably arrived at New York about the close
of the year 1708, and did not leave England before the
month of August of that year. They were naturalized by
the crown before they started. In the year 1714, we find a
Lutheran minister, Joshua Kockerthal, settled in Ulster
county, and hence it will be inferred that most if not all of
the first company which came over, followed their spiritual
teacher and remained with him.

The second and more numerous company of Palatines
arrived at New York, some of them in the ship Lyon, a short
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time before June 13, 1710, and in consequence of sickness
during the voyage they were directed to remain at quaran-
tine at Nutten island, now called Governor’s island, where
huts were erected for them and provisions furnished at the
public expense. More than three thousand emigrants
came over about this time. It was asserted by Governor
Hunter that over four hundred and seventy died on the
passage, and ten vessels were employed in bringing them to
their future and long wished for homes.

It should be noticed here for reasons that will bLe suffi-
ciently obvious by and by, that this company came over in
special charge of Hunter, who had particular directions
where to settle them, for in the report of the board of trade
and plantations, dated December 5th, 1709, approved Janu-
ary 7th, 1710, on the settlement of an additional number of
Palatines in New York, the commissioners assert that these
settlements would be a protection against the French of
Canada and the Indians scattered over the continent. In
pointing out the place most suitable for seating the Pala-
tines, the commissioners designate “ a tract of land lying on
the Mohaques river, containing about fifty miles in length,
and four miles in breadth, and a tract of land lying aupon a
creek [evidently the Schoharie] which runs into said river,
containing between twenty-four and thirty miles in length.
This last mentioned larw. is claimed by the Mohaques, but
that claim may be satisfied on very easy terms.” They
notice the obstruction to water navigation on the river by
the Cohoes falls, but think this should be no hindrance, as
there would be only a short land-carriage. In the spring
of 1710, Hunter directed the survey of lands on the
¢ Mohaks” river, and particularly in the “ Skohare to which
the Indians had no pretence.” But these lands, although
very good, he thought unfit for the design in hand, as they
lay remote and there were no pines, and after admitting
that pine lands were unfit for farming purposes, he says, “ I
am in terms with some who have lands on the Hudson’s river
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fitt for that purpose which I intend to view next week.”
In October of the same year he says, “I have been obliged
to purchase a tract of land on Hudson’s river from Mr.
Livingston, consisting of 6000 acres, for £400 of this country
money, for planting of the greatest division of the Palatines.”
He remarks that the soil is good, adjacent to pines which
he had also purchased, and convenient to vessels of fifty foot
water. He also informs the board of trade he had found an
ungranted tract near by on the west side of the river where
he had planted the remainder of the Palatines or intended
to do so soon.

Mr. Robert Livingston, who sold the 6000 acres to Hunter,
obtained a contract from the governor to victual the Pala-
tines, and cheated them in the quantity of flour delivered,
by marking the tare of the barrels less than the actual weight
of them. The Palatines on Livingston’s manor and on the
opposite side of the Hudson river, in 1711, numbered about
1800 in all, according to the subsistance accounts rendered
to the government by Livingston and his agents, and it is
not probable they would make the number less than they
should be. There appears to have been much complaint
among these people in respect to their treatment by the
government officials, and they no doubt felt themselves
sorely aggrieved, and did not hesitate to present their case
to the home government in strong but respectful language,
boldly asserting that the conditions on which they agreed to
come to New York had not been kept with them. A very
considerable number of their children were taken from
them by the governor and bound out to the inhabitants of
the colony, and among these were two sons of John Conrad
Weiser, who afterwards became somewhat conspicuous
among the Schoharie settlers ; and also John Peter Zenger,
the son of a poor widow, who was bound to William Brad-
ford, a printer in New York. Zenger, it is said, afterwards
became the proprietor of a newspaper in that city, and
having indulged rather freely in some strictures on the
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government, his paper was burned by the common hangman,
and the patriotic and fearless Palatine was indicted for a
libel in 1734. He was however acquitted on the traverse
of the indictment, to the great gratification of the people
assembled to hear the trial. Zenger was then about thirty
years old.

In the year 1711, about three hundred Palatines accom~
panied Col. Nicholson in the expedition into Canada, and
among these volunteers the following names are found :
Hen. Hofflman, Warner Dirchest, Fred. Bellinger, Hen.
Wederwachs, Frantz Finck, Martin Dillenback, Jacob Web-
ber, William Nellis, George Dachstader, Christian Bauch,
Mich. Ittick, Melch. Folts, Niclaus Loux, Hartman Windecker,
Hans Hen. Zeller, Jno. Wm. Finck, Jno. Hen. Arendorff,
Johan Schneider, Henry Feling, Joh. Jost Petry and Lud.
W. Schmit, names familiar in the Mohawk valley, if they
did not compose some of the first settlers at the German
Flats.

Mr. Clark, the colonial secretary, under the date of May 30,
1711, informed the board of trade that the Palatines would
not work at making pitch and tar, nor remain on the lands
where they had been seated, on the Hudson river, but were
intent on going to Schohary and settle on the lands the queen
had ordered for them. In 1712 the insubordination had
become 8o great that troops were called into the Palatine
settlements to reduce the people to order. But Gov.
Hunter failed in compelling an entire submission to his will,
for in the fall of that year some of their leading men were
sent to the Indians on the Schobarie creek to crave permis-
sion to settle among them, and this being granted, a Palatine
migration to the Schoharie valley took place in the winter
of 1712-13, comprising some forty or fifty families. Others
followed, no doubt, soon after. This seems to be the first
off-shoot of the first two emigrations in the direction of the
Mohawk valley.

While the French retained Canada, it was no doubt a wise
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policy on the part of the mother country to strengthen the’
northern and western frontiers of this colony, and the Pala-
tines having tasted the bitter cup of persecution in their
own country, and suffered all the horrors that savage and
relentless war could inflict, but death, which to many would '
have been a blessing, were the fittest people on the European
continent to be placed where the home government designed
they should be. They had not forgotten the names of the
nations, the armies and religionists which had sacked and
burned their towns and hamlets and driven them from loved
homes and revered fatherland, nor would they soon dis-
remember them.

" In a letter written in March, 1711, by a member of the
British government to one of his colleagues, the writer says:
‘I think it unhappy that Colo. Hunter at his first arrival in
his government fell into ill hands, for this Livingston has
been known many years in that province for a very ill man,
he formerly victualled the forces at Albany, in which he
was guilty of most notorious frauds by which he greatly
improved his estate ; he has a mill and a brew-house upon
his land, and if he can get the victualling of those Palatines
who are conveniertly posted for his purpose, he will make
a.very good addition to his estate, and I am persuaded the
hopes he has of such a subsistance to be allowed, were the
chief, if not the only inducements that prevailed with him
to propose to Colo. Hunter to settle them upon his land.”
Hunter was no doubt the willing dupe of, or sadly over-
reached by Livingston, and his folly or imbecility had come
to the knowledge of his superiors. His bills were protested
and the adjustment of his accounts suspended for further
examination and vouchers.

A biographical notice of this Robert Livingston shows
him to have been a native of Scotland—that he came to
this country in 1674, settled at Albany, and filled several
important offices in the course of a long and pretty success-

ful life. That at one time he had some connection with the
4



‘world-renowned and “most abandoned villain,” Capt. Kidd,
whom he had introduced to the notice of Lord Bellomont,
when colonial governor, and that all three were in some
way concerned in fitting out a privateer of which Kidd was
to take charge on joint account. Livingston’s biographer
acquits him and Lord Bellomont of being cognizant of Kidd’s
felonies on the high seas, but thinks he was possessed of
large acquisitiveness. He no doubt acquired a good deal of
wealth from his connection with the Palatines, not alone by
means of his contract with the government for victualing
them, but in appropriating their labor to improving his lands.

Governor Burnet came out in the year 1720, and in con-~
sequence of the preceding troubles had with the Palatines
and the difticulties attendant on the coercive efforts to retain
them on the Hudson river, he was specially instructed to
remove such of them as might desire it, to lands more suit-
able for them. The action of the home government was, no
doubt, accelerated by the presentation of a strong memorial
from the commissioners of the Palatines at Schoharie, who
went to England in 1718 to present the condition, grievances
and oppressions of the Germans in the province of New
York to the proper authorities there. John Conrad Weiser,
a captain of one of the companies in the expedition against
Montreal in the year 1711, was at the head of this commis-
sion. Their petitions or memorials were presented to the
board of trade only sixteen days before the above instruc-
tions were given.

The object has been, in this examination, to fix the date
of the first settlement of the Palatines at German Flats, and
gince it is known that these people came over at different
times, to ascertain which three bodies of immigrants, or
what portions of them finally seated themselves in the wil-
derness frontier of the upper Mohawk valley.

The third company of Palatine immigrants arrived at
New York from Holland in October, 1722, having touched
at England on the passage ; and the ship in which they came
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had lost many of its passengers during the voyage. The
exodus of the Palatines from Schoharie to Pennsylvania and
the lower valley of the Mohawk had not taken place before
this period.

On the 21st November, 1722, Gov. Burnet informed the
board of trade, &c., that he had expected when he was at
Albany, to have fixed the Palatines in their new.settlement
which he had obtained of the Indians for them at a very
easy purchase, but in consequence of the divisions among
them, and their complaints about the quality of the lands in
the new purchase, he concluded not to show any earnestness
in pressing them to go on to the lands. But he says there
were about sixty families who desired to have a distinct
tract by themselves, and being those who had all along been
most hearty for the government, he had given them leave
to purchase lands from the Indians between the English
settlements near Fort Hunter and part of Canada, on a creek
called Canada creek, where they will be more immediately
a barrier against the sudden incursions of the French, who
made this their road when they last attacked and burned
the frontier town called Schonectady. The Indian deed
for the lands at and west of Little Falls, covered in part by
the so called Burnetsfield patent, is dated July 9th, 1722,
anterior to the arrival of the third company of Palatine
immigrants, and this fact forces the conclusion that the
grantees of the patent were composed chiefly, if not entirely
of those Palatines who arrived in 1710, and were first seated
on the Hudson river; and this view seems to be strength-
ened by Gov. Burnet’s remarks to the board of trade. It is
quite certain that but few, if any, of the Schoharie people
were among the first settlers of the German Flats, unless
they straggled from below. But there is no such name as
Erghemar, Herkemer or Herkimer in the lists of those who
came over in the two first companies of immigrants, nor
apparently any name from which Herkimer could be derived
or coined without violating all known rules of etymology.

-
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The Erghemar family were not among the Palatines on .
Hudson river in 1711, nor of those who remained in New
York. They probably arrived with the third company of
immigrants in 1722, from Holland, where they had sojourned
many years.

At what time these people actually settled upon the lands
patented to them by the crown, in the spring of 1725, is
perhaps problematical, and rests in tradition. They were
very urgent to remove to a part of the country where they
could pursue their avocations and indulge in their own
peculiar customs, unmolested by strangers and uncontrolled
by colonial task masters; where the lands they tilled were
secured to them by all the sanctions of a public grant
emanating from the king. They had long felt and known
that “patience and hope made fools of those who fill their
hands with them.” They and their "ancestors, for three
quarters of a century nearly, had been afflicted with all the
wotldly evils and miseries that an intolerant and tyrannical
hierarchy, supported by absolute despotic governments, could
bring upon them ; and they had looked to the future with.
patient and hopeful emotions for a day of deliverance.
After twelve years of trial and privation incident to a new
climate and a wilderness country, during which time they
saw that strangers, and not their families after them, were
to be benefited by their labors, no lands had yet been set
out to them, by grant from the crown, well might they
exclaim that those who endure patiently present wrongs and
take no other means of relief only to hope for it, were unwise
and improvident. '

The Dutch recaptured New York in 1673, but it was
restored to the English by treaty in 1674. At this time and
to the close of the seventeenth century, a very great majority
of the people of the province were Low Dutch or Hollanders,
and the French of Canada exerted much interest with all
the Iroquois Indians, through the agency of the Jesuits and
the control of the fur trade, except the Maquaes, Mohocks or
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Mohawks. The whole country from Albany north to Lake
Champlain, and from Schenectady west to Lakes Ontario
and Erie was an unbroken wilderness, and it was therefore
important that England should strengthen her colony of
New York in both directions by planting settlements as
barriers against hostile approaches, but she had no people
to spare; the continental wars in which she had been
long engaged and was then involved, more than decimated
her population, and she eagerly embraced the opportunity
of sending over the Palatines at the public expense. Gov.
Burnet, whose talents, learning and kindness commended
him to the well disposed colonists, seconded this policy of
his government with zeal and success. Little did the
governor or the home government then believe they were
planting a barrier of stout hearts and sinewy arms on this
frontier, which was soon to aid in obstructing the designs
of the mother country in one of her most deliberate and best
planned campaigns of the revolution. Nor could these then
homeless exiles put aside the curtain of futurity and behold
the terrific and tragic scenes which were so effectively and
relentlessly enacted upon the soil they had chosen for their
homes, and by the power through whose agency they had
obtained their promised land.

The precise time when the Palatines made their first lodg-
ment in the county is not ascertained. It was not later than
1725. Some who have speculated upon the subject suppose
they came up the Mohawk valley as far as the Little Falls and
to the Stone Ridge as early as the year 1720. Their agents,
sent to spy out the lands, may have traversed the valley to
the western bounds of the territory claimed by the Mohawk
Indians as early as 1720, and perhaps before that period ;
but Gov. Burnet had not fixed them in the new settlement
he had obtained for them of the Indians, at a very easy
purchase, as late as November, 1722, and he that year per-
mitted some of them to purchase lands of the Indians “on a
creek called Canada creek.” They secured the carrying
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place at the lesser falls as well as a long extent of wilder-
ness country above, by their Indian deed ; and the license
of the colonial government to make the purchase, may have
been considered by both parties, an authorization for them
to remove before the patent was made out, as it no doubt
was a solemn, irrevocable public pledge that the lands would
be granted by the crown as soon as they should be surveyed.
On this hypothesis it may be conjectured that settlements
were made at or near the present site of the Stone Church
in the town of German Ylats, and at Herkimer village as early
a8 the years 1723-24, if not before. Owning the lands at
the carrying place, it is not likely that point was long
neglected or unimproved.

Burnetsfield patent, so called in popular parlance, is
a curious document, and well worthy of some special
notice. It was granted on the 30th of April, 1725. It
recites that “ whereas our loving subjects, John Joost
Patri and Coenradt Rickert, in behalf of themselves and
other distressed Palatines, by their humble petition pre-
sented the 17th day of January, 1722, to our trusty and
well beloved William Burnet, Esq., Captain General and
Governor in chief of the province of New York, in council
have set forth that in” accordance with the governor’s
license they had purchased “of the native Indians in the
Mohawks country” the tract of land on both sides of the
“Mohawks river ” commencing at the “ first carrying place
[Little Falls], being the eastermost bounds called by the
natives Astourogon, running along on both sides of the said
river westerly unto a place called Gauondagaraon, or the
upper end of it,” being “about twenty-four English miles
along on both sides of the said river.” The Indian deed is
dated July 9th, 1722. That the council advised the governor
to “ grant to each of the said persons, man, woman and child,
as are desirous to settle within the limits of the said tract
of land the quantity of one hundred acres.”

The grantees were to hold the lands of the crown in free
.
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and common socage, that being the usual tenure named in
the colonial grants at this time, as of the manor of East
Greenwich, in the county of Ként, in Great Britain, subject
to an annual quit-rent of two shillings and sixpence per
hundred acres, and on condition that the grantees, their
heirs and assigns, should within three years from the date,
plant, settle and effectually cultivate at least three acres of
land of every fifty acres” granted to them. This patent also
contains the usual reservation of gold and silver mines,
timber fit for the royal navy, and the right to enter upon the
lands and take and carry away the same.

Of the ninety-two persons named in the patent to whom
lands were granted, twenty-two appear to be females, by the
description, married, single or widowed. The paper does
not disclose the number of families or the heads of families
represented by males who settled on the tract, or how many
one hundred acre lots went to any one family, husband,
wife and children. There are several Pellingers, Starings,
Wevers, Smiths, Edicks, Beermans, to whom grants were
made. Jurgh Erghemer, Johan Jost, Madalana and Catha-
rina Erghemar are separately named, but Nicholas Herkimer,
afterwards the General, was not a patentee.

One design of this work is to rescue the names of those
martyrs to posterity from the oblivion of old parchments
and musty records, and place them on the historic page,
from which, humble as their pretensions may be considered
by some, they have been too long excluded. Some of those
names will hardly be recognized, at this day, by their
descendants.
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L1sT OF PATENTEES.

éi
] gd 5
Names of patentees arranged. 5 =8 .Eg Remarks.
8| B
24| &°
B. |
1, Beerman, Mary, ............ 11100 | North|At the Little Falls,
2. Beerman, Johannes *........[26| ¢ o
3. Same,......... cerereen ooees|26] ¢ o
4. Bowman, Jacob, ............ 27| ¢ | South
5. Bowman, Johan Adam,...... 14 30 | North'All the 30 acre lots were set
8ame, ....cceviiininnnnn ceelll14 70 ¢ on what were called the
Great Flats, in and near
D. the present village of Her-
6. Dacksteder, Anna, wife of ) kimer. The 70 acre lots
Jurgh ksteder,........ 28 100 | South! are described in the pa-
7. Dacksteder, Jurgh,.......... %g gg N(zft.h tent a8 wood land.
yeseseiecianes vesasens
B.
8. Edich, Elizabeth, ........... 5100 ¢
9.-Edlgh Johan Mlclnel, cerens 133 ¢ | South
10. Edich, Jacob, ......... L[21f e s
11. Bdlwh Mncluol ..... R ¢  Mohawk Village.
12. Brghemar,.lurgh, |44 “ s
13. Erghemar, JohmJost, ....... 36 ¢ “
14. Eighemar, Madalana,. .|124, 70 ¢ |And large island in river.
15. Erghemar, Cutharim, ........ 5100 “
F.
16. Peller, Nicholas, ........ vee.| 7| 80 [ North
Same, ...c0vus.. 7 70 (L
17. Peller, Mary, wife ot Nichohs
Peller, .......... teeeess.|16100 | South|
18. Felmore, Coenradt,.......... 19| ¢« ¢ |Mohawk Village.
19. Pelmore, cessenss |18 ¢ “
20. Fols, Jacob, c.cevvavaennsa| 3| ¢ ‘
21. Fols, Melgert, ..... cereenaes 2 30 | North
Bm ........ ss0seess s 2[ 70 Ay
22. Fox, Chrlatophar,. eteaenene 26 100 | South
H.
23. Heger, Henry,.......... 8| ¢ | North
24. Helmer, El beth wife o{
Lendert Helmer,........... 14 ¢ o
25. Helmer, Philip, ..e.o.v.....(25] ¢ ¢ |Bast side of West Canads
26. Helmer, Johan Adam,....... 6| 30 e Creek.
Bame, ....ciiiiiiiniienaee. 6 70 L
27. I-Ielmer, Lendert,........... 21! 30 -
.............. ceeenea 2l 70 “
28. Helmer, Fredrick, .......... 1100 ¢
29. Helmer, Anna Margaret, wife, |
of John Adam Helmer,.... 12 | South|
80. Herter, Apolone,............l Tu L

¢ Two lots of same number to Johannes Besrman,
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in each.

Names of patentess arranged. ‘E
é
z

No. of scres

of river jo-
oated.

On which side

Remarks,

34. Keslaer, Johannes, .......... 45! ¢

35. Keslaer, Nicholas,....... vesd|25] ¢

36. Kast, Johan Jurgh, Jr., ......{ 5/ 30
Sam

38. Koons, Mu'y Catharine, widow| 1) 30
L T RN § 1

39. Koning, Rudolp h .......... 29100

40. Korsing, Belia, vnfe of Rudolph

Korsing, . ....coovvvennnn, 13| ¢

41. Koues, Lodowick,........... 2 ¢

L.
42. Lant, Anna Catherlne, widow,(13] 30
Sune, tevisenensseess|13] 70

M.

43. Mayor, Hendrik,.o.......... 11| 30
Same, ..iccieriiiennnnensaell] 70
44. Mayor, Anma,.............../29100
45. Miller, Johannes, . .... cesens 143 «
46
47

0. .
. Orendros, Conradt,..........|40]
. Orendorf, Hendrik, .........[39]

P.

48. Pears, Catharine, ........... 23| ¢
49, Pears, Lodowick, ........ .. 127 90
5§0. Pell, Frederick,.............[15/100
51. Pell, Anna Mary,............[16[ «
52. Pelllnger,.lohunnes, cereeeas20] 30
Same, .........0.. ceeneass.200 70
53. Pellinger, Peter,............ 23| 30

BAIG, . .vuenennnnn. .23/ 70 |
54. Pellinger, Margaret, wife of :
55. P PeterPell?lin Tyeeeborannns: 3;100:

ellinger, Frederiok,........ “
§6. Pellinger, Margaret, wife of |

Johannes Pellinger,
57. 18’2:1 Johan Joost, ..

3

8| 30
8y crennnes

1 8 70
58. Petri, Gurtruydt, wife of Jolun

Joost Petrl, .....oonvuelt. 7 86

89. Petri, Mark,.........000000u |100
60. Ponndt Johannes,..........
61. Poenndt Gmtmydt wife of'

JobannesPoenmdt,.. ..... 19 ¢

South
North
South

[

. South
North

[

At the Little Falls.

Near Rankin's Lock.

Opposite Great Flats.

Opposite Great Flats,

|And } of an island.

On east side of West Cana-
Same. [da Creek.

Near Mohawk Village.

Stone Ridge, Herkimer Vil-
Capt. Peter Klook.
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A:
Names of patentees arranged. s gﬁ ﬂig Remarks,
¢l 8
Z| =
R.
62. Reelle, Godfrey,............|15| 30 | North
Same, ............. veeseses|16] TO s
63. Roole, Godfrey, Jr.*........[10]100 | South
64. Reele, Godfrey,............. 10100 ¢ |Dion Village.
65. Rickert, Lodowick,........ ..|19{ 30 | North]
8ame, .....0eeviueinnnn. .19 70| ¢«
66. Rickert, Cathunne, 31100 [ ¢
67. Rlokert Conradt,. .......... .34 ¢ | Bouth]
68. Rickert, Mark,.......o0n0e..| 6] ¢ ¢ .
8,
69, Shoemaker, Rudolph, .......[17| ¢ “
70. S8hoemaker, Thomas, ........[12| 30 | North|
Same, . ceereseenassl|12/ TO |
7L Smith "Adam Miolnel, veeees 4 30| «
Bame, ......000000ns veeeess| 470 L
72, Smith JohanJurgh,... vees| 9] 30 “
7 Sune, .......... [ 9 gg “
. Smith, Ephraim,....c........| 9|1 South{llion Village.
74. Smith, Marte, .......... eeee] 4 “
75. Speis, Peter, ....c.000 veen 38| ¢ ‘“
76. Speis Ehubeth wifo of Peter
Speis,. ....... vecasesaans| 8| ¢ o
77. Spoon, Hendrik,............|32 * o
;;8) gpoon, Hendrik, Jr., gLl 7, ¢ | North)
. M E C] of .
e Tobe: Adans Stasing, o1 | e [At the Littlo Palls,
80. Staring, John Adam, ........[28| 94 | ¢ |And } of an island.
8l suu—ing Frederick, . . “
‘
82. 8 Jolmnnes Velde “
83. Starmg Nicholas, . . .. 42 Sout
M.Shﬁng.loseph,......... .4 ¢
85. Staring, John Velde, Jr., .... 1' “ ¢
T.
86. Temouth, John Jost, ........[12 * | North At Little Falls,
87. Temouth, Fredrigh,.........[17/ 30 | ¢ :
) seeesetrosassiataane 17‘ 70| ¢«
88. Veldelent, JZﬁn, 330 «
Same, .......... sesesssesss| 3 70 s
89. Veldelant, Anna, ....ovannn 2100 “
W.
90. Wever, Jacob,....... cesnene 10 30| ¢«
BAING, o.uuurrarrrnernnnnnn. 10 70| -
91, Wever, Nieholas ........... 116 30 1L
[ T R U (B
92. Wever, Andries,............ 11100 | South|
93. Wever, Jacob, Jr., ....... L o
94. Welleven, Nlcholns ...... '30 « ¢t [Ft. Herkimer,Stone Church.

# Same lot to Godfrey Reele and Godfroy Reele, Jr.
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Nore.—The emigration of the Palatines to the province of New York in
1709, was an interesting event in the history of the colony. John Conrad
‘Weiser, s man of note and influence among these people, and who went
to Engiand to solickt relief for them, in his memorial to the government, of
August 2d, 1720, states their numbers when they left England, near the
close of 1709, at about 4000, and that 170C of them died on the passage or at
their landing in New York. His son Conrad Weiser, as appears from the
Collections of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, states that the number at
leaving was 4000. They came over with Gov. Hunter and under his charge.
They were sent out at the expense of the British government, not only for
their passage but for their subsistence one year after they arrived. In all
published documents, colonial and imperial, their numbers are stated at 3000
and no more.

Mr, Cast, who was placed over them as s superintendent, reported the whole
number on both sides of the Hudson river, May 1, 1711, at 1761, and Secretary
Clark, to thelords of trade, states there were 1803 in June 1711, still remaining
on Livingston manor, and on the west side of the river where they had been
planted by Gov. Hunter. And again, the number reported for subsistence in
the seven towns on the 24th of June, 1711, is 1874. A six months’ voyage
across the Atlantic at that early day was s severe task upon human endurance,
but a loss of more than 2100 lives in eighteen months, or about 1100 out of
the 3000, shows a want of care on their part, or excessive remissness on the
part of those who had charge of them.

Gov. Hunter, as late as 1713, reported that all the Palatines were within
the province, and for the most part on the lands where he had planted them ;
and in May following, that *‘ many have gone of their own heads to settle at
Scoharie and on the frontiers. In October, 1712, the governor told the
managers of the Palatines they must of themselves seek employment for the
winter, and upon this intimation some hundreds went to Scokarie, and that
he was the more easy under it because he could not prevent it. In 1715, he
says theee people were dispersed by his orders.

1t is quite evident the Earl of Clarendon, formerly Lord Combury, colonial
governor, understood his subject when he told Lord Dartmouth that Living-
ston was an *‘ {ll man,” who would peculate upon the public by his subsist-
ence contract, and that Hunter should have planted the Palatines on the
Mohacks river.

Mr. John Cast wrote Gov. Hunter in March, 1711, that five of the Palatines
said to him, * We came to America to establish our families — to secure lands
for our children on which they will support themselves after we die; and
that we can not do here.” In December, 1709, the board of trade reported
to queen Anne in favor of settling 3000 Palatines on the Hudsons or Mohaques
rivers, or on the Score oreek, each family to have forty acres of land as &
reward ; to be employed in making naval stores for a limited time, and to be
naturalized in the province free of charge ; and the attorney-general in Eng-
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land reported s contract which was exeouted by them and by which they
were to have granted to them forty acres of 1and for esch person forever, froe
from taxes and quit rents for seven years. It was the non-fulfillment of this
oontract, and planting them on lands where they were employed in improving
other men’s estates, that caused their disquiet, and what was called unruly
conduct.

It was not until 1724, after Governor Burnett's arrival, that the 6000 acres
purchased by Gov. Hunter of Mr. Livingston fourteen years before, was
secured by patent to the Palatines remaining on Livingston’s manor. Justioe,
though slow, oame with & liberal hand at last, for each of the sixty-three
families took what they had in possession improved, and the residue of the
6000 acres in common.

Johannus Wilhelm Schess, one of the agents of the Palatines in London,
on the 1st November, 1720, presented a petition to the lords commissioners
of trade and plantations, in which he asks to have the lands possessed by
the Palatines in Schorie confirmed to them, and also that grants may be made
to those people residing in other parts of the province. He asks to have
‘Weiser’'s petition, presented the previous August, fora grant of land in Penn-
sylvania dismissed, as being contrary to the wishes of the people who sent
them to England. Weiser stated there were 3000 Germans in the Schoharie
valley. Schees rated them at about 1000 souls and 3000 more dispersed in
different parts of the province.

As all the colonial governments surrounding New York and New Jersey
were at this time proprietary and not royal, these agents understood very
well the policy of placing their numbers at & high figure. The whole number
reported to be in the province in 1718, exclusive of widows and orphans,
was only 1601. It was the object of the crown, as expressed by Gov. Hunter,
to retain these people in New York or New Jersey. Apprehending a failure
on this head by a further effort to carry out Hunter’'s plans, the whole policy
was changed when Governor Burnet came out, Although several of the
Schoharie settlers, and among them Captain Weiser, were parties to the peti-
tion to the governor and council in 1721, for a license to purchase the Indian
title, and also grantees named in the Indian deed made in 1722, they were
not, it seems, parties to the act of confirmation which took place January 17,
1723. Captain Weiser went to England in 1718, and did not return until
1728, and in the spring of that year he, with most of the Germans at Scho-
harie, went to Pennsylvania. 8omse of them remained at Schoharie and others
came over to the Mohawk river.

Governor Burnet at one time contemplated removing the whole mass of
the German population then under his government to the oenter of the state,
for in his letter of October 16, 1721, to the lords of trade, he says: ‘I did
intend to settle the Palatines as far as I could in the middle of our Indians,
but finding they could not be brought to that, I have granted their own
request, which was to have s license to purchase of the nearest Indians which
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are on the Mohocks, which I have granted them with this condition, that they
be not nearer than a fall in the Mohocks river, which is forty miles from Fort
Hunter, and four score from Albany, by which the frontier will be so much
extended, and those people seem very well pleased and satisfied with what I
have done.”

The governor’s first idea was, in conformity with instructions from the
home government, to plant all the Palatines together on one large tract, the
Indian title to which he had then obtained at a late purchase, but he
found them divided into parties, the cummingest among them fomenting
divisions in order to induce the most of them to leave the province, and they
expressing an unwillingness to take theso lands, he abandoned that project
also ; and in his letter to the lords of trade, of November 21, 1722, ‘ as about
sixty families desired to be in & distinct tract from the rest,’”” he gave them
leave to purchase from the Indians on the Canada creek, where they would
be more immediately a barrier against the sudden incursions of the French.

The act of confirmation, January 17, 1723, as may be seen, required that
the names and number of all the persons to be concerned in the grant should
be certified to the surveyor-general before the survey was made, and as appears
by the patent issued, there were only thirty-nine families and ninety-four
persons reported, or who came forward and acoepted the bounty of the
government.
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1722 To 1772.

First settlement at the German Flats — License to Purchase of Indians—
Some notice of the Patent — Names of Patentees — Period of Rest — Fort at
Oswego built in 1726 — Defenses near Rome — Frontier Posts destroyed by
the French in 17566 — Palatine Settlement destroyed in 1757 — M. de Bel-
letre’s account of it — Not credited by one of his Countrymen— Gov. de
Laney — Fort Harenieger — Alleged Apathy of the Inhabitants — Reasons for
Doubting — Indian Statements — Deputy Superintendent — Indian Fidelity
Questioned — Escape of the Minister — Another Attack in 1758 — Conduot
of Teamsters and the Rangers — Woman Scalped — Quiet Restored by the
Capture of Fort Frontenau in 1758 and Quebec in 1759 — Colonial Wars —
Commerce Restricted — Complaints of Colonists — Lord Camden — Mr.
Pitt — 8ir William Johnson — Attachment of the Palatines to the Cause of
the Colonists.

The settlements at the German Flats enjoyed nearly thirty-
five years of rest, and in that time had made rapid progress
in clearing their farms, building houses and barns, raising
stock and establishing defenses against attacks from any
hostile quarter. Governor Burnet had in 1726, although
violently opposed by the governor-general of Canada,erected
a fort at the mouth of the Oswego river, the good will of
the Iroquois had been secured in its defense, and the fur
trade with the Indians within the province, which had been
chiefly engrossed by the French of Canada, was principally
secured to the English. Besides the protection afforded by
the fort at Oswego, there were some defenses at or near
the present village of Rome; and although other frontier
portions of the colony had been afflicted with the scourge
of barbarous and exterminating war, these Palatines had
enjoyed a long period of repose. In 1756, the English fort

-
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at Oswego was captured, and the small fortifications on
‘Wood creek and the upper Mohawk were taken and demo-
lished by the French; and on the 12th of November, 1757,
an expedition under the command of M. de Belletre, com-
posed of about three bundred marines, Canadians and
Indians, which had traversed the wilderness by the way of
Black river, attacked and destroyed the Palatine settlements
on the north side of the Mohawk river at or near the present
village of Herkimer. A portion of the French narrative of
this expedition, with all its exaggerations and expletives, is
given verbatim as a specimen of colonial bragging and
French grandiloquence of that day:

“On the 11th November, at three o’clock in the afternoon,
M. de Belletre, preceded as was his custom by scouts, crossed
the river Corlaer [Mohawk] with his detachment, partly
swimming, partly in water up to the neck. He encamped
at nightfall in the woods a league and a half from the first
of the five forts that covered the Palatine settlements.

“The 12th, at three o’clock in the morning, he gave his
detachment the order of march and attack so as to surround
the said five forts and the entire Palatine village, consisting
of sixty houses.

“Though M. de Belletre knew that the English got notice
the day preceding, yet that the courage of the Indians may
not receive the least check, and to show them that he would
not rashly expose them, he liberated an Indian of the Five
Nations, whom he had until then detained under suspicion.
But this savage could not injure M. de Belletre, because he
commenced at the same time to attack the five forts and the
Palatines’ houses,

“ At sight of the first fort he decided to take it by assault.
The enemy kept up a most active fire of musketry, but the
intrepidity with which M. de Belletre, with all the officers
and Canadians of his detachment advanced, coupled with
the war whoop of the Indians, terrified the English to the
degree that the mayor of the village of the Palatines, who
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commanded the sald fort, opened the doors and asked for
quarters.

“ M. de Belletre lost no time in repairing to the second,
the third, the fourth and fifth, which were not less intimi-
dated than the first, by his intrepidity and the cries of the
Indians. - They all surrendered at discretion, and were
entirely burnt.

“During this time a party of Canadmns and Indians
ravaged and burnt the said sixty houses of the Palatines,
their barns and other out buildings, as well as the water
mill.

“In all these expeditions about forty English perished —
killed or drowned. The number of prisoners is nearly one
hundred and fifty men, women and children, among whom
- is the mayor of the village, the surgeon and some militia
officers. We had not a man killed; but M. de Lorimer,
officer, was wounded in the right side by a ball, and three
or four savages slightly.

“The damage inflicted on the enemy is estimated accord-
ing to the representations of the English themselves, to wit:

“In grain, of all sorts, a much larger quantity than the
island of Montreal has produced in years of abundance.
The same of hogs; 3000 horned cattle; 3000 sheep. All
these articles were to be sent in a few days to Corlaer
[Schenectady] ; 1600 horses, 300 of which were taken by the
Indians, and the greater number consumed for the support
of the detachment.

“The property in furniture, wearing apparel, merchandise
and liquor, might form a capital of 1,500,000 livres [$277,-
600]. The mayor of the village alone has lost 400,000
[$74,000]. The French and Indians have acquired as rich
a booty as they could carry off. They have in specie more
than 100,000 livres [$18,500]. One Indian alone has as
mnch as 30,000 [$5,550]. There was likewise plundered a
quantlty of wampum, silver bracelets, &c., scarlet cloth and
other merchandise, which would form a capital of 80,000
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more. All this damage could not be done short of forty-
eight hours. M. de Belletre made provision to be always
able to resist the enemy, who, as has been observed, were to
the number of 350 men in the said Fort Kouari [Herkimer],
about a quarter of a league from the field of battle.”

This is a most extraordinary narrative of a most barbarous
transaction, and is so characterized by one of M. de Belletre’s
own countrymen, Mr. Daine, in his report to the French
minister, in which he says the injury inflicted “in horned
cattle, sheep and horses has been greatly exaggerated in the
relation of M. de Belletre’s expedition. It must be dimin-
ished at least a good half. It is still more exaggerated in
regard to furniture, wearing apparel, merchandise and
liquors, which are carried up to fifteen hundred thousand
livres, as well as the loss of the Palatine village in Indian
corn.” And Gov. De Lancy, in mentioning the destruction
of “a valuable settlement on the north side of the Mohawk’s
river, opposite to Fort Hareniger, called the German Flats,”
says “the loss is estimated at twenty thousand pounds this
money,” fifty thousand dollars, a pretty large discrepancy
from that given by the valorous Frenchman, who seemed
somewhat desirous that his achievement should begin to com-
pare with the martial deeds of his illustrious countryman,
Turrene, when he ravaged the German Palatinate about one
hundred years before.

" The confidence inspired by a long exemption from hostile
visits, proved in this case extremely unfortunate. It is
asserted that these people were informed the day before, by
friendly Indians, of the contemplated attack of the French
and Indians, but being extremely incredulous, they gave no
heed to these admonitions. Their settlement was in sight
of a fort on the south side of . the river, garrisoned by three
hundred and fifty men; so says the French account, and it
must be taken at considerable discount. But if this was
true in all its parts, these people had some grounds to sup-
pose, if they were attacked, that they would be aided by an

b
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the narrators known, and all probabilities nicely and pro-
perly balanced. Hitherto these people, in their intercourse
with the colonial officials of the crown, had given no sach
evidence of inanition and stolidity as is here charged upon
them. They did not lack shrewdness and a good degree of
intelligence in selecting their lands. This is evident to any
one who will take the trouble to examine into it. They had
every motive, the preservation of life, and the protection of
property, to induce them to be cautious and guarded in all
their actions ; they would not be likely in one short year to
have forgotten that all the frontier posts between them and
their habitual foes had been captured, and that an invasion
of their own homes had been feared.

De Lancy knew nothing of the facts stated, bearing upon-
this particular subject, except what he derived from reports
or rumors, and M. de Belletre’s narrative is a mere bagatelle,
discredited by one of his own countrymen ; besides, how
could he know the English had notice of his coming the day
preceding, except from rumor? The statements of the
narrative which bhas been partly transcribed, present the
gravest subject of reflection, touching the matter to be dis-
posed of. Sir William Johnson had, at this time, been
several years superiritendent of Indian affairs under the
crown, possessing great shrewdness, much talent and an
untiring perseverance in the discharge of his duties; his
intercourse with the Indians was marked with uncommon
sagacity, and to carry into effect, fully, the policy of his
government in respect to the Indians, appeared to be the
end and aim eof all his actions. He had already achieved a
standing with the home government, that could not be easily
assailed, and won for himself a title, to his posterity a for-
tune. His influence over and control of the native Indians
within his superintendency, was very great, and it seemed
their brother Warraghiyagey had only to express a desire,
to have it fulfilled, so far as it depended on their agency.
They could not forfeit his confidence in them with impunity ;
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and they well knew that every approach of the enemy, or
even rumor of it, through their country, towards the English
settlements, must in accordance with the conventional rela-
tions existing between him and them, be immediately com-
municated to the parties expected to be assailed. This
attack on the Palatine village was sudden, and no doubt
unexpected, to Sir William, and when the news reached him
his first thought seems to have been that his Indian outposts
had been negligent of their duty, for he despatched his
deputy and interpreter to the spot to inquire why they had
not given more timely notice of the designs and approach
of the enemy, he having been informed that no intelligence
had been given by the Indians until the morning the attack
was made. The. affair was a very grave one, and might
create some embarrassments.

The blame of permitting this murderous assault, without
making any preparation to meet it, must fall upon Sir
William and +his sub-agents, the Indians, or the German set-
tlers, and it is not very difficult to see what would be the
result of the inquiry, when the judge and witness were
interested parties, and it must be more agreeable to the sub-
agent to find the Indians blameless, than chargeable with a
neglect that must in some degree reflect discredit upon
the chief superintendent of Indian affairs. The document,
partly copied, was not found in the archives of the state,
either here or in England, nor among Sir William’s papers,
and there is no evidence found, except the paper itself, that
the Palatines knew any thing of its contents or were present
on the occasion; and what is quite remarkable, no paper
has been seen or found wherein Sir William alludes to this
invasion, but he was at the German Flats in 1756, in April,
1767, and in 1758. The fact is not improbable that the
deputy agent was better pleased to find the fault of being
unprepared attributable to the settlers, rather than the
Indians, for then there could be no cause for censure, how-
ever remote, against the Indian superintendency. The



58 HISTORY OF HERKIMER COUNTY.

reader has all the facts within the reach of the author, and
must form such conclusions as may seem just.

These people were then seated on as fertile a spot as any
in the state, had good buildings on their farms, and were
generally rich. Their buildings and crops were destroyed
by fire, and their horses, cattle, sheep and hogs were many
of them killed. Some of the people were slain by the
marauders and nearly one hundred carried into captivity.
The German minister and a majority of the inhabitants who
followed him, saved themselves by going to the fort on the
south side of the river, on the morning of the attack. The
enemy burned a gristmill, probably on what is now called
Starings’s creek, and a sawmill within a few miles of the set-
tlement. There were about twenty houses between Fort
Kouari [Herkimer] and Fall Hill or Little Falls, on the south
side of the river at this time, and eight on the north side,
which were abandoned for a time when the settlement at
Herkimer was destroyed.

In the following spring, April 30th, 1758, a large party
of Indians and a small number of French attacked the Pala~
tine settlement on the south side of the river, near the fort.
About thirty of the inhabitants were killed, and one officer,
Lieut. Hair of the rangers, was wounded slightly in the
breast. The enemy were rather roughly treated when they
came in contact with the rangers, having had about fifteen
of their number killed and wounded. Captain Herchamer
commanded the fort at this time, and on the first intimation of
danger, collected within the fort all the inhabitants he could
gather, before the attack was made upon the settlements, but
there were several families who had fled from Henderson’s
purchase that spring, and with them two Indian traders by
the name of Clock, and several teamsters, taking baggage to
the fort, who were not notified in time, or for some other
cause, did not retire to the fort before the enemy came upon
them, rushed into the houses, killing and scalping all they
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could find. The teamsters being together in one of the
houses attacked, ran up stairs and made a brave defense
until the Indians were driven away by the rangers; one of
them, however, John Ehel, hearing the Indians threaten to
set fire to the house they were in, became frightened, jumped
out of the chamber window and was killed. A woman came
into the fort the next morning, who had been scalped, her
nose nearly cut off, and wounded in her breast and side; and
she was even then, in that mutilated condition, supposed
likely to recover. She related all that happened to her until
scalped, and said there were Onondaga Indians with the
enemy. One or two facts are worthy of special notice.
The account given of this second disaster to the Palatines,
states that Capt. Herkimer or Herchamer, was notified by
an Oneida Indian, at 12 o’clock, that the Indians and French
were near the fort and would come down on the settlements
that day, and at four o’clock the attack was made, giving
only four hours to gather in the inhabitants from the differ-
ent localities in the neighborhood of the fort, and some of
the houses were some distance from it. Now, why was not
a more timely notice given, and why were any Onondaga
Indians found with the enemy making war upon this frontier
settlement ?

At this period of the history of the Mohawk valley, there
were nearly five hundred houses between the East Canada
creek and Sir William Johnson’s residence near Amsterdam,
on both sides of the river, and the road or path usunally tra-

-veled from Utica as far down as the East Canada creek was
on the south side of the river. There was no wagon or
carriage track between the two creeks at that early day.

The capture of Fort Frontenac, Kingston, C. W., by the
English in 1768, and the surrender of Quebec and Fort
Niagara in the following year, with a general pacification
with the Indian tribes, again secured to the inhabitants of
the German Flats the blessings of peace. Their surviving
friends returned from captivity, and with cheerfulness and

————
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hope rebuilt their homes, replenished their stocks and pre-
pared their fields for seed time, with a full anticipation of
once more reaping the plenteous harvest in quiet.

The gloom of the past now began to fade in the brighten-
ing prospects of the future, with this little band of frontier
pilgrims, whose more than fifty years of wanderings, since
they left their fatherland, had not been unattended by toils,
privations, sicknesses, devastations and deaths. And such
deaths too as were inflicted on some of their number!
Humanity, bowing in reverent submission, weeps in agony
at the recital, and asks when retributive justice will be
visited upon the perpetrators of such deeds; and when and
how these tribulations shall have an end.

The repose and tranquility that succeeded the conquest
of Canada by the English, and the general Indian pacifica-
tion before alluded to, was only the calm that precedes the
earthquake. In 1763, Nova Scotia, Canada, Cape Breton
and other dependencies were ceded by France to the British
crown, and the two Floridas by Spain, and thus Great
Britain became mistress of the whole North American con-
tinent ; a territory equal in extent to that of several European
kingdoms. From 1689 to 1760, a period of seventy-one
years, the colonies had been involved in four wars, which
lasted in all, twenty-seven years, but their population had
increased from two hundred thousand to nearly three mil-
lions. Agriculture had steadily advanced, and trade and
commerce had greatly increased ; but in arts and manufac-
tures little progress was made, the introduction of them
being opposed by the mother country. Hitherto the com-
mercial enterprise of the colonists had encountered but few
checks from the home government, and a direct trade with
several of the Spanish and French colonies had been per-
mitted, although contrary to the letter of the British
navigation laws. This trade was highly beneficial to the
colonists, as it enabled them to exchange their products for
gold and silver and other valuable commodities, whereby
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they were enabled to make their remittances in payment of
British manufactures, which their necessities compelled
them to have, and could not be supplied from any other
country. Shortly after the treaty of Paris in 1763, the
spirit with which the colonists prosecuted their commercial
affairs, alarmed the mercantile and shipping interests in the
mother country, upon whose representations the government
imposed restrictions that annihilated this trade,to the serious
injury of the northern colonies. Although some modifica-
tion of former restrictions subsequently took place, they
were coupled with regulations and the exaction of duties to
raise a revenue in America, which the colonists considered
dangerous innovations. The people of the colonies were not
" relieved and their fears were greatly excited in consequence
of the novel principles attempted to be engrafted upon the
British constitution by the enactment of laws of this descrip-
tion. The British national debt had become enormous for
that period, and it was found necessary to provide means
for diminishing the burthen, and the idea of raising a sub-
stantial revenue in the colonies from taxes imposed by
parliament was conceived, and laws to carry it into effect
were passed. The causes that produced collision with the
mother country and eventuated in the independence of the
American colonies, can not be minutely traced in a work of
this character. The colonies insisted they were members
of the British empire and could not be taxed without their
consent ; that representation and taxation were inseparable;
and that this was a fundamental principle of the British
constitution.

Lord Camden, in a debate in the house of peers on one of
these tax bills, uttered the following emphatic and impres-
sive language: “ My position,” said he, “is this; I repeat it; I
will maintain it to my last hour: Tazation and representation
are t e. This position is founded on the laws of
nature. It is more, it is an eternal law of nature. For,
whatever is a man’s own, no other man has a right to take
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from him without his consent, and whoever does it commits
a robbery.” And Mr. Pitt said in the house of commons:
“You have noright to tax America. I rejoice that America
has resisted. Three millions of our fellow subjects so lost
to every sense of virtue, as tamely to give up their liberties,
would be fit instruments to make slaves of the rest.” These
sentiments, couched in language so bold and nervous, were
not slow in reaching the ears of a deeply interested audience.
The distinguished and liberal British statesmen who uttered
them, did not, perhaps, imagine they were speeding a ball
that was 80 soon to strike from the British crown one of its
brightest jewels.

It may not be out of place here to remark, that Sir William
Johnson was highly esteemed, and no doubt justly, by his -
neighbors of the lower Mohawk valley, and exercised over
many of them an unbounded influence. On his death that
esteem and regard was transferred to his family, who did not
fail to exert their influence among their friends and depend-
ants, in all matters relating to the approaching conflict.
Quite a number of the people then living at and near Johns-
town, Fort Hunter and other parts of Tryon county, left it
with Sir John Johnson and Guy Johnson,and went to Canada;
the descendants of some of them may now be found settled
on the shores of Lake Ontario, between Niagara and Bur-
lington Heights, Hamilton; and others in different parts of
Upper Canada. These were followed by others, disaffected,
who left during the revolutionary war.

The Palatines at the German Flats, were seated at some
distance from Sir William, and had comparatively but little
intercourse with him. They knew him as an officer of the
government, and not as a neighbor and friend. They had
but few opportunities of intercourse with his family, and
consequently were not influenced by them in regard to the
difficulties between the colonies and the mother country.

If any efforts were made to detach them from their
allegiance to the country, those efforts were not attended
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with any great success, as only a very few of them are
known to have abandoned their homes and followed the
fortunes of the Johnson family. They may have had
abundant reasons for doubting the disinterestedness of any
proffers that were made to them from that quarter, and they
chose not to put any further faith in promises which had to
their grief and sorrow been so often broken. They had not
in seventeen years forgotten the scenes of November, 1757,
and April, 1758, when they were left an unprotected and
exposed frontier, subject to attack. by an enemy whose
trophy was the human scalp, and the record of whose war-
like achievements was found in the smouldering ruins of
destroyed hamlets, slaughtered cattle, and captive women
and children; when, if any males were spared, these were
preserved to grace the triumph of victory, by running the
gauntlet between two lines of infuriated demons,.whose
privilege and duty it was to inflict torments, and whose
greatest solace consisted in viewing the agonies of the
tortured victim.

But these people had other and loftier motives to guide
their actions and control them in the course they should
pursue in the contest, where even brother was to strive with
deadly weapons against brother, and the son with the father;
a most unnatural conflict, provoked by kingly power. Tra-
dition, if they possessed no other means of information, had
unfolded to them all the miseries of serfdom, & concomitant
of regal power and the absolute rule of one man. They saw
and felt the justice of the sentiment, that man ought not to
be burdened without his consent ; but exposed as they were,
and suffer as they well knew they must, from the blows that
would be dealt upon them by their old foes, soon to be
leagued with former friends, they embraced with zeal, and
with a resolution not to be shaken, the cause of the colonies
against the mother country, and held out firmly to the end;
thereby proving themselves unfit *instruments to make
elaves of the rest” of their fellow subjects. *
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This is plain, unembellished historic truth, respecting the
inhabitants of the country now embraced within the bounds
of the county, and of which the descendants of the Palatines
composed, by far, the greatest number.

From the close of the French war to the stirring events
that shortly preceded the commencement of the revolution-
ary contest, neither history nor oral tradition has given us
any marked or striking incidents worthy of notice. Until
1772, Albany county extended westward without any defined
limits, when Tryon county was erected, and the administra-
tion of justice must have been characterized by a patriarchal
simplicity, often silenced, no doubt, by military rule. The
white settlements were mostly confined to the Mohawk
valley and its vicinity, although some families were found
remote from the principal settlements along the river.
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Upon the organization of Tryon County, the territory
was divided into four large districts of country, although
each contained but a comparatively small number of inhabit-
ants, These districts were subdivided into smaller precincts.
The Mohawk district was the easternmost, and lay in that
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part of the county directly under the influence of the John-
son family; the Canajobarie lay above the Mohawk on the
south side of the river,and embraced all the territory south
and as far west as the Little falls; the Palatine district
embraced all the country on the mnorth side of the river
between the Little falls and Mohawk district; and the
German Flats and Kingsland districts included all the ter-
ritories and settlements on both sides of the river westward
of the Palatine and Canajoharie districts. These comprised
the territorial divisions.

In those days, the exciting events that formed the topic
of conversation among the colonists, on the seaboard and
in the eastern provinces, were slow in reaching the seclud-
ed valley of the upper Mohawk. The Johnson family,
controlled a district of country lying between it and Albany,
and it was not without some hazard, that any one friendly
to the colonists could venture to conveyintelligence of an
unfriendly bearing to the mother country into the upper dis-
tircts.

A congress, composed of delegates from most of the colo-
nies, met at Philadelphia, in September, 1774. In April,
1775, a provincial convention met at New York, and chose
delegates to the second congress, which convened in May
following, at Philadelphia; and, on the 22d May, 1775, a
provincial congress assembled at New York, at which neces-
sary measures were taken to defend the country. This
body delegated their powers, for one month, to a committee
of safety, consisting of three members from the city, and one
from each of the other counties.

It may be superfluous to remark that these organizations
were voluntary; but deriving all their authority from the
people, these bodies claimed to exercise, and did exercise all
necessary power, for the protection of their constituents, «n
the disruption of the royal governments. Local commitfees
of safety were appointed, in all the districts of Tryon county,
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in accordance with the recommendations of the general and
provincial congresses. The committees of the Palatine and
Canajoharie districts seem to have taken the initiative in
these affairs and were active and zealous in their patriotic
efforts to present to their countrymen the true grounds of
difference between the colonies and the mother country.

The committee of the Palatine district, on 21st of May,
1775, in a letter sent by express to the Albany committee,
say: “We have just sent’an express to the German Flats,
and Kingsland districts, desiring them to unite with us, and
give us their assistance; which districts, or at least a great
majority of them, we are credibly informed, are very hearty
in the present struggle for American liberty.” Mr. Camp-
bell, in his Annals of Tryon County, says the first united
meeting of the committee, for the whole county, was held
on the 2d day of June, 1775, and gives the following names
of members from the several districts.

From the Palatine district: Christopher P. Yates, John
Frey, Andrew Fink, Andrew Reiber, Peter Waggoner, Daniel
McDougal, Jacob Klock, George Ecker, Jun., Harmanus Van
Slyck, Christopher W. Fox, Anthony Van Veghten; 11.

From the Canajoharie district: Nicholas Herkimer, Eben-
ezer Cox, William Seeber, John Moore, Samuel Campbell,
Samuel Clyde, Thomas Henry, John Pickard ; 8.

From the Kingsland and German Flats districts: Edward
Wall, William Petry, John Petry, Augustine Hess, Frederick
Orendorf, George Wentz, Michael Ittig, Frederick Fox,
George Herkimer, Duncan McDougal, Frederick Helmer, and
John Frink; 12.

From the Mobawk district: John Morlett, John Bliven,
Abrabam Van Horne, Adam Fonda, Frederick Fisher, Samp~
son Simmons, William Schuyler, Volkert Veeder, James
McMaster and Daniel Lane; 10. In all, 41.

The members from the Mohawk district had hitherto been
hindered from meeting with the delegates from the other
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districts, by the Johneons. Guy Johnson, finding the people
of the valley resolute in their determination, and becoming
more united, as correct information was circulated among
them of the true state of the controversy between the colonies
and mother country, had made up his mind to quit the country
and retire to Canada. Under the pretence of holding a
council with the Indians, he had left Guy Park, with his
family and dependants, and stopped at a Mr. Thompson’s,
on Cosby’s Manor, a few miles above German Flats, where
this committee addressed to him a spirited, but firm and
temperate letter, in which they placed before him their views
of the controversy between the two countries; disabused
themselves of  false and malicious” charges that had been
injuriously circulated against them, and announced their reso-
lution of standing by the country until all grievances were
redressed. They besought him, as superintendent of the In-
dians, “to dissuade them from interfering in the dispute with
the mother country and the colonies.” This letter was com-
municated to Johnson by Edward Wall and Gen. Nicholas
Herkimer,  who waited upon him at Cosby’s Manor. The
answer to the committee’s letter, dated Cosby’s Manor, June
6th, 1775, was characteristic of & man who had regolved on
what he would do; but, in view of the great interests he
had at stake in the country, and the critical position of Sir
John Johnson, whom he had left behind, its asperity was
very much softened. Col. Johnson went to Fort Stanwix,
from the Manor, thence to Ontario and Oswego, and after
holding councils with the Indians of the Six Nations, and
attaching them firmly to the interests of the English,
by his promises and rewards, finally retired to Montreal, -
where he continued, during the war, to discharge the duties .
of his agency, with a fidelity to his government that inflicted
upon his former neighbors unutterable sorrows and sore
desolations.

The whole country was unprepared for the crisis then
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fast approaching—destitute of arms, and without munitigna
of war—no public treasury, nor organized governments—no
trained soldiery, or equipped navy; and without officers
versed in the science of war. Three millions of people,
scattered over a wide extent of country, reaching from Maine
to Georgia, and from the Atlantic ocean to the Alleghany
mountains, are seen preparing for a contest in arms, with the
most powerful and wealthy nation in the civilized world ;
and who but the descendants of the resolute Anglo-Saxon
1ace could thus resolve and thus achieve a nation’s freedom ?
No one of the twelve colonies afforded so many and influen-
tial adherents to the royal cause as New York; and in no
other were the severities, that particularly characterized the
border warfare of the times, more effectually inflicted, for
years in succession, than upon her northern and western
frontiers; the inhabitants of the upper and lower Mohawk
valleys often drinking deep of the bitter cup.

The colonists, fully aware of their position, and of the
exposed condition of the inland border settlements to Indian
warfare, took early measures to dissuade the five nations,
inhabiting western New York, from taking any part in the
approaching contest between them and the mother country.
A council was held at German Flats, on the 28th of June,
1775, with the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, who were met by
the inhabitants of the district, and a deputation from Albany,
which resulted in a pledge of neutrality by most of the In-
dians present.

About this time, the supplies of provisions intended for
Col. Guy Johnson’s journey had been stopped at Mr. Thomp-
son’s, Cosby’s Manor, by the inhabitants of the Kingsland
district, and by a note or memorandum of a council held
between the inhabitants and Oneidas, July 1st, 1775, in
which the reasons for doing so were fully explained, it
seems that the Indians were dissatisfied, claimed that the
stores were intended for the Five Nations, who might suffer
by being deprived of them, and insisted that Col. Johnson’s

6



70 HISTORY OF HERKIMER COUNTY.

designs were not then known, but when they were found out
they would assemble and consider about them. The pro-
visions were sent forward to Johnson, then at Fort Stanwix.
On the 15th and 16th of August, 1775, a preliminary
council was held, at German Flats, attended by Messrs.
Turbot, Francis, and Volkert P. Douw, on behalf of the In-
dian commissioners of the northern department, and several
sachems of the Six Nations, and among them was Little
Abraham of the Mohawks. The object of this meeting was
to induce the Six Nations to send deputies to Albany to meet
the American commissioners, where it was proposed “to
kindle up a great council-fire.” The people of the valley
were even then suspicious of the Indians, and gave some
indications of a resolution which created apprehensions
among the Indians that they might be molested on their
journey. They mentioned this to Col. Francis, who promised
them the road should “be open for them to go to Albany.”
The council at Albany commenced on the 23d, and closed
on the 31st of August. And although the Indians had been
kindly treated, furnished plentifully with provisions, during
the three weeks occupied at German Flats and Albany, and
on their departure manifesting much good will, being bounti-
fully supplied with presents, still this was the last time the
council-fire was opened with the Six Nations until after the
close of the war. The result of this conference, although
not fully attended by any but the Oneidas and the lower
Mohawk clan, was for a time beneficial to the country. The
engagements of peace and neutrality, then made, relieved
the frontier inhabitants from apprehensions of immediate
danger. It was not many months, however, before the great
body of the Mohawks, Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas
gave undoubted indications of attachment to the royal
" cause.
" The state of affairs in Tryon county strongly admonished
the county committee of safety to prepare for coming events;
that body therefore organized the militia of the county into
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four battalions, one in each distriot, and transmitted the
return, through Nicholas Herkimer, the ehairman, on the
26th August, 1776, to the general committee of safety, in
session in the city of New York, during the recess of.the
provincial congress. This return was laid before the general
committee, on the 6th of September following, and approved.
To conform to the regulations established by the continental
congress, the nomination of four additional majors and four
quarter-masters, one for each battalion, was called for. The

names of only the field officers of the first three battalions
are here given. :

First battalion, Canajoharie district.—Nicholas Herkheuner,
colonel ; Ebenezer Cox, lieutenant-colonel ; Robert Wells,
major ; Samuel Clyde, adjutant.

Second battalion, Palatine district—Jacob Clock, colonel
Peter Waggoner, lieutenant-colonel ;- Harmanus Van Slyck,
major ; Anthony V. Vechten, adjutant.

Third battalion, Mohawk district.—Frederick Fisher, colonel ;
Adam Fonda, lieutenant-colonel; John Bliven, major; Re-
bert Yates, adjutant.

Fourth battalion, German Flats and Kingsland.—Hanyoost
Herkheimer, colonel; Peter Bellinger, lieutenant~colonel ;
Hanyoost Shoemaker, major; John Demooth, adjutant.

1st company.—John Eisenlord, captain; John Keyser, 1st
lieutenant ; Adam Bellinger, 2d lieutenant; John Smith,
ensign.

2d company.—John Petry, captain; Hanyoost Mx. Petry,
1st lieutenant ; Hanyoost H. Petry, 2d lieutenant ; William
Empie, ensign.

3d"company.—Daniel Petry, captain; Peter Volts, lst
lieutenant ; Marx Raspach, 2d heutenant George Helmer,
ensign.

4th company.—Frederick Bellinger, captain ; Henry Her- .
ter, 1st lieutenant ; John Demooth, 2d lieutenant ; Peter Ja
‘Weaver, ensign.

6th company.—Peter Bellinger, captain ; Jacob Baschawn,
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1st lieutenant; Nicholas Staring, 2d lieutenant; John P.
Bellinger, ensign.

6th company.—Hanyoost Herkheimer, captain; Frederick
Ahrendorf, 1st lieutenant ; Tinus Clapsaddle, 2d lieutenant.

7th company.—Rudolph Shoemaker, captain; Deiterick
Stale, 1st lieutenant ; Frederick Shoemaker, 2d lieutenant.

8th company.—George Herkheimer, captain; Frederick
Fox, 1st lieutenant; Archibald Armstrong, 2d lieutenant ;
Hanyoost Tygert, ensign.

9th company.—William Tygert, captain; Jacob Volts,
1st lieutenant; George Wents, 2d lieutenant; Frederick
Frank, ensign.

The county committee, at this time, seeing the necessity
of having some tribunal for the determination of petty
disputes and controversies, in civil matters, to the amount
of twelve and a half dollars, adopted a resolution, investing
its members with a sort of civil jurisdiction, and sent it to
the provincial congress for approval. The general.committee
of safety in reply to it say:

“The congress of this colony have hitherto avoided inter-
fering in the administration of justice in civil matters, or
arresting the cognizance from the officers of justice. We
cannot, therefore, approve of the resolve by you entered
into, respecting the trial of civil causes in your county, and
find it highly expedient to recommend its repeal.”

This was a serious detriment to the inhabitants of this
remote part of the colony, where there were only a few
officers of justice, and those few being strongly attached to
.the interests of the crown, felt no inclination to hold the
scales of justice even, between a loyalist and a man he
deemed a rebel.

It was for a time doubtful, whether some marked demon-
stration unfavorable to the cause of the twelve provinces,
would not be made in the colony of New York. The
intrigues of the artful and menaces of power were not vainly
exerted and unfelt, and disaffection appeared openly in the
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provincial congress. The Tryon county committee of safety,
were at this time a noble body of men. Enthusiastically
devoted to the interests of their constituents, and the cause
of the colonists ; their zeal was untiring, and they faltered
not in the important work before them. Supported by a
great majority of the inhabitants of the valley, they exercised
all the powers of government, for the time, executive,
legislative and judicial, and all their proceedings were
cheerfully acquiesced in, except by those attached to the
royal cause. Sir John Johnson, was still at Johnstown,
surrounded by his adherents, whom he had organized and
armed, waiting a favorable moment to strike a bold and
effectual blow against treason and disloyalty, which he
failed to achieve; and finally fled into Canadé in the spring
of 1776, when he was commissioned a colonel in the British
service, and raised a regiment composed of men who accom-
panied him, which was known as the Royal Greens.

No event of much interest has been noticed as having
transpired within the territory of the present county of
Herkimer, during the year 1776. The Declaration of
Independence was solemnly adopted on the 4th of July, an
event not originally anticipated by the great mass of the
colonists ; and immediately proclaimed to the world, after a
state of war had existed fifteen months; a conflict for a
redress of grievances, and not for the dismemberment of an
empire. The attitude thus assumed was solemn, and the
aspects of the future were ominous of woe to the inhabitants
of the western frontiers; but the Palatines of the German
Flats who still survived, and their descendants, quailed no
before the coming storm. Their delegates in the county
committee had the year before assented to the principle of
separation, and they were not now backward in the cause,
but with their brethren in the lower Mohawk valley, wel-
comed the act which was to separate them and their country
from kingly power. The British ministry were by no means
idle. An aggregate of 55,000 men, it was contemplated,
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ghould compose the invading forces, at the different ap-
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savage allies, they were incessantly harrassed by alarms,
burthened with service, and worn down by fatigues; who
can feel surprise that the patriotic should despond and the
weak falter? Or why should a people so beset with foes
within and without be suspected of loyalty to the cause to
the support of which they had so recently pledged their
lives, fortunes and honor? The first outburst of patriotic
sentiment had doubtless stifled a lurking aspiration for the
success of the royal cause, which now began to show itself
in open disaffection to an alarming extent as the crisis
approached; but it may with truth be said, that few, very
few, if any of the inhabitants of the upper valley of the
Mohawk, were found disloyal to the cause, or unwilling to
put their shoulders to the wheel at their country’s call.

Fort Schuyler was invested by Colonel St. Leger, on the
3d of August, 1777, with a force of seventeen hundred men,
composed of British, Hessians, Johnson’s Greens, Canadians
and Indians. It would be out of place to notice particularly /
the events of this siege, or the disasters that befell the
besiegers. .

Notice of the assembling of the hostile forces at Oswego,
for the purpose of invasion, contemporaneously with the
approach of General Burgoyne by the way of Lake Cham-
plain from the north, had been communicated by the Oneida
Indians, to Col. Gansevoort, at Fort Schuyler, and the
provincial authorities in Tryon county, and at Albany ; and
steps were immediately taken to meet the approaching
crisis and drive back the invaders. General ‘Herkimer, who
commanded the Tryon county militia, issued a spirited and |
patriotic proclamation to the people of the county, on the
17th of July, 1777, notifying them of the assembling of the
enemy at Oswego, and of their destination and objects, and
calling on the male population en masse, to repair to the field,
at a moment’s warning, armed and equipped, to meet the
invading forces.

Those in health between the ages of 16 and 60, were re-
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complain of German disloyalty to the cause of the colonists.
General Herkimer left Fort Dayton on the 4th of August,
and encamped near the Oriskany on the 5th, crossing the
Mohawk river at old Fort Schuyler ( now Utica) on the
march up. At this point the General expressed his doubts
of the expediency of a forward movement, until reinforce-
ments should arrive, or the prearranged signal should be
given by Col. Gansevoort from the fort. An express, Adam
Helmer with two other men, had been dispatched to the
fort, informing the commandant of the General’s approach,
and to arrange measures of cooperation. The messengers
did not reach the fort until ten or eleven o’clock in the
morning of the 6th. Three successive discharges of heavy
ordinance was the signal agreed on, announcing the arrival
of the express; the reports of which, it was assumed, could
be heard at Herkimer’s encampment,. eight miles distant
from the fort. Recriminatory and insubordinate language
was used on the occasion, and the General was denounced to
his face as a tory and coward ; who replied, that their safety
was in his hands, and he desired to avoid all difficulties that
could not be surmounted by bravery and good conduct. On
this occasion the General told some of his subordinates, who
had been rather noisy and liberal in their accusations of his
fidelity and courage, that they would be the first to run on
the approach of the enemy; which was soon verified to the
very letter.

All previous accounts had fixed St. Leger’s forces at 2000
strong, nearly half of which were Indians led by Brant, a
brave, active and artful Mohawk sachem. Herkimer knew
this, and he no doubt believed, as well he might, that a force
superior to his own, could be sent against him, which would
select its own battle-field, without in any way interfering
with the investment of the fort. But noisy insubordination
prevailed, and precipitated the little band of patriots into
the jaws of death. Smarting under the repeated accusations
heaped upon him, and irritated no doubt, the General gave
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formed themselves as to be able to repel an attack from any
quarter. The fight was renewed, but the Indians, suffering
severely by the deadly fire of the militia, began to give
ground, when a detatchment of Johnson’s Greens, composed
chiefly of loyalists who had fled from Tryon county, were
brought into action face to face with many of their former
neighbors. Then mutual hate and revenge raged with un-
speakable intensity between the combatants, and the conflict
now became, if possible, more a death struggle than ever.
In the meantime, while the battle was the most fierce, a
firing was heard in the direction of the fort; no unwelcome
sound, as may well be supposed, to the handful of surviving
provincials, nor very gratifying to the enemy. During the
conflict at the Oriskany, & well conducted sortie from the
fort, under the command of Col. Willett, was made upon the
forces under St. Leger, for the purpose of drawing the
enemy’s attention to the preservation of their camp in that
direction. This was well understood by the provincials, and
in it they saw great hopes of deliverance. This was not a
fight suited to the taste of savages, who found fkeir numbers
fast diminishing, nor could such a contest be long maintained
with much hope of survivorship, by either party. ¢ Oonah,”
the retreating cry of the Indians, was heard in the distance,
and their flight commenced with a salute of shouts and bullets
from the surviving provincials. The Greens and Rangers
soon followed the example of their illustrious allies, by &
precipitate retreat, abandoning their dead and wounded, and
the deeply crimsoned battle-field, in the undisputed posses-
sion of the Tryon county militia. Was this a victory, or a
defeat of the provincials? By all the laws of war, they are
victors who remain masters of the battle-ground. The
American report gave the number of provincial militia
killed, two hundred, besides the wounded and prisoners.
The British accounts state the killed at four hundred, and
two hundred prisoners, making in all six hundred, besides
the wounded. Now in modern warfare, and in the severest
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battles, the wounded are more than two to one of the killed,
say nothing about prisoners. The British accounts do not
claim there was over one thousand militia on the march at
this time to raise the siege of Fort Schuyler. Surely four
hundred killed, eight hundred wounded and two hundred
prisoners, out of one thousand, is making said havoc in the
fighting line. But this is not so; and "St. Leger, when he
gave this statement of killed and prisoners to Gen. Burgoyne,
was indulging not a little in the M. de Belletre vein.

The battle was a severe one. The severest, perhaps, for
the number engaged, that took place during the whole revo-
lutionary war. And from the character of the combatants,
the surprise, and the disadvantages under which the provin.
cials labored during the whole six hours conflict, the pro-
portion of killed to the wounded must have been greatly
beyond what ordinarily occurs in the hardest actions, where
firearms are used as the principal weapon of assault and
defense.

Leaving the personal incidents of this disaster to be noticed
in another place, the events of the year, subsequent to the
battle of Oriskany, must now be considered. Failing to
induce Col. Gansevoort to surrender Fort Schuyler on any
of the terms offered by Col. St. Leger, an effort was made by
Sir John Johnson, and Cols. Claus and John Butler, to detach
the inhabitants of the valley from the patriot cause, and for
this purpose emissaries were sent below with incendiary
proclamations, to induce the timid, terrified and disaffected
people to abandon the cause of the country, and to join the
British forces under St. Leger. Col. Weston was at Fort
Dayton, with his regiment, during the siege of Fort Schuyler,
and learning that a secret meeting of tories was to be held

r. Shoemaker’s, a loyalist residing a mile or two distant,
:on sent & party of men, who surprised and captured
t. Walter N. Butler, of St. Leger’s army, and twenty-
t soldiers and Indians, who had come clandestinely to
German Flats on a mission from Sir John and others.
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Butler was tried by a court martial as a spy, and received
sentence of death, but was reprieved, sent to Albany a pri-
soner, where he was detained some time, and finally making
his escape, afterwards exhibited his kindly feeling to the
land of his birth by becoming one of its severest scourges.
Humanity has no tears to shed over the subsequent fate of this
man, nor can the pretense that he came “on a truce to the
inhabitants of the county,” be of any avail whatever. He
came on a secret mission and in a clandestine manner, and
was taken in the very act of attempting toalienate theinhabit-
ants from their allegiance to the country, and his reprieve
by the American general was an act of grace, favored by
many influential persons, who had previously known him at
Albany.

General Arnold arrived at Fort Dayton a short time before
the 21st of August, at which point troops were assembling
with a view of proceeding to the relief of Fort Schuyler,
still beleaguered by St. Leger’s forces, and to counteract the
effect of the incendiary efforts of Johnson, Claus and John
Butler, the American general on the 20th of August, issued
a proclamation stating that “whereas a certain harry St.
Leger, a Brigadier-General in the service of George of Great
Britain, at the head of a banditti of robbers, murderers and
traitors, composed of savages of America and more savage
Britons ( among whom is the noted Sir John Johnson, John
Butler and Daniel Claus), have lately appeared in the fron-
tiers of this state, and threatened ruin and destruction to all
the inhabitants of the United States,” urging the inhabitants
to continue their fidelity to the common cause, offering
pardon to all those who may have been misled by the artifice
and misrepresentation of the enemy, if they would in ten
days come in and lay down their arms, but denouncing “the
just vengeance of heaven and of this exasperated country”
against all who should persist in their wicked courses. On
the 23d of August Gen. Arnold left Fort Dayton, determined
to hazard a battle with forces inferior to the enemy before
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of this year the work of devastation was vigorously prose-
cuted.

June 25th, 1778.—The following appointments were this
day made by the governor and council, to the regiment of
local militia in the German Flats and Kingsland distriots :

Field officers and Regimental staff—Peter Bellinger, colonel ;
Frederick Bellinger, lieutenant-colonel; George Demoth,
adjutant ; Rudolph Steel, quartermaster.

Michael Ittig, captain; Jacob Baulcom, 1st lieutenant;
Frederick Frank, 2d lieutenant ; Patrick Campbell, ensign.

Henry Harter, captain; John Demoth, 1st lieutenant ;
Peter Ja. Weaver, 2d lieutenant ; John F. Bellinger, ensign.

Jacob Small, captain; George F. Helmer, 2d lieutenant ;
Jacob D. Petrie, ensign.

Henry Staring, captain; Theobald Baker, 1st lieutenant ;
George Weaver, 2d lieutenant.

Soverenus Cassleman, captain; Henry Huber, 1st lieuten-
ant ; Jacob G. Klock, 2d lieutenant.

Frederick Getman, captain; Jacob Meyer, 2d lieutenant ;
John Meyer, ensign.

Henry Eckler, captain; Conrad Orendorff, 1st lieutenant ;
Timothy Frank, 2d lieutenant ; Adam A. Staring, ensign.

The nine companies organized in August, 1775, were reduced
to seven in about eighteen months of active war. The most
of this loss was sustained at Oriskany. The names of Her-
kimer, and Shoemaker have entirely disappeared from the
rolls, and the Petries have but one representative left.

The Mohawk chief, Brant, with a small party of Indians,
attacked a settlement of seven families, called Andrustown,
in the present town of Warren, in the month of July, plundered
the inhabitants, burned up all the buildings, killed four per-
sons, among whom was an aged man by the name of Bell,
and his two sons. One other man perighed in the flames of
his own house. The rest of the inhabitants were carried
away captives, and all the property that could be removed
was taken by the Indians.

7
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This achievement was perpetrated for the purposes of the
plunder, as Brant was then collecting a large force at Ogh-
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inclosed with a ditch and stockades during the French war
in 1756, and Fort Dayton was constructed a year or two
previous to the time now under consideration. These de-
fenses, and others of like construction, erected in the Mo-
hawk valley, were intended to be used as places of refuge
for the inhabitants, in cases of sudden incursions by the
enemy in their plundering and murdering expeditions, and
to store public property when necessary. They were a
sufficient defense against the tories and Indians, who were
never incumbered with arms heavier than the musket and
rifle, and, with few exceptions, their armaments were small,
consisting of cannon used in firing signal guns to warn the
distant inhabitants of some impending danger. The first
liberty pole erected in the valley was raised at Fort Herkimer,
in the spring of 1775, and was cut down by White, sheriff of
Tryon county, who came from Johnstown with a body of
militia for that purpose; and it was probably afterwards
burned by this common hangman. '

There were then about seventy dwelling houses on both
sides of the river in the neighborhood of these forts, besides
barns, other out-buildings and mills, with a large population
for the number of dwellings. The earth had yielded an
abundant harvest and the crops had been mostly secured.
Brant’s long stay at the Unadilla without striking a blow on
some one of the exposed points of the frontier, excited a
suspicion among the inhabitants that he might be meditat-
ing an attack upon them, and a party of four men were sent
to watch his movements, who falling in with the enemy three
of them were killed, and the fourth, John Helmer, saved
himself by flight, and returning to the Flats about sundown,
gave notice that Brant with a large force was approaching
and would be down on the settlementsin a short time. Forts
Dayton and Herkimer now became the asylums for the
terror-stricken inhabitants, to which men, women and children
fled for safety, taking with them their most valuable effects,
such as could be moved; but their crops, cattle and buildings
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were abandoned of course, to the disposal and tender mercies
of the enemy. There were many among them in whose
recollections the scenes of 1757 and 1758 were vividly fresh,
and the apprehension of the ruin that awaited them must
have been painfully severe.

Brant, at the head of three hundred tories and one hund-
red and fifty-two Indians, approached the confines of the
settlements just at nightfall, but the weather being unpro-
pitious and the night dark, he made a halt near Shoemaker’s,
his tory friend, and remained there with his forces until
morning, unconscious that his approach had been notified
to the inhabitants in time to allow them to escape. The
untiring vigilance of the chief set him early afoot, and
in the gray of the morning the whole valley was illuminated
by an almost simultaneous blaze of houses, barns, stacks
and barracks of hay and grain and other combustible mate-
rials. A sorrowful sight, to the people in the forts, who
saw their houses and other buildings, with the produce of
the season’s labor, entirely consumed by fire. But this was
not all, nor did the destroyer here stay his hand. As soon
as it was light enough to discern objects at a distance, the
tories and Indians collected all the stock that could be found,
and every thing that could be gathered was driven or carried
away.

Almon’s Remembrancer states that there were 63 dwelling
houses, 57 barns, 3 grist-mills and 2 saw-mills burnt, with
most of the furniture and grain kept therein; 236 horses,
229 horned-cattle, 269 sheep and 93 oxen taken and carried
away. Only two personslost their lives in this affair. The
Indians were compelled to be content with their plunder,.
such as it was; they got neither scalps nor prisoners this
time, nor did they make any'attack upon the forts. Soon
after the enemy left the valley with their booty, a party of
between three and four hundred militia followed in pursuit
as far as the Unadilla, but this expedition was fruitless,
except in finding and burying the bodies of the three scouts
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who went out with Helmer to watch the movements of
Brant.
Shortly after the events above narrated, William Dygert,
who had been taken prisoner by Brant én Fall hill some
.time in July or August, was recaptured by the Oneida and
Tuscarora Indians and restored to his friends. This aggres-
gion at the German Flats did not long go unpunished, and a
severe retribution soon overtook the Indians by the invasion
and destruction of two of their chief towns, Unadilla and
Oghwkaga, the particulars of which do not come within the
scope of this work. '

Mavor, vicar of Hurley, in Berkshire, England, said there
was no race of people on earth save the Anglo-Saxon, who
to maintain and carry out a principle of civil government,
would submit to the ravages, devastations and destruction
of property, and bear the consequent destitution of all the
necessities of life, inflicted by the British armies during the
revolutionary war.

Is not the fate of the Palatines somewhat remarkable?
Twice during the latter balf of the seventeenth century the
houses of their ancestors, on another continent, had been
visited by the severest calamities of cruel and exterminating
war, when the whole surviving population were driven by
a ruthless soldiery into the fields and forests to perish by
want or exposure ; and when a few thousand of the survivors
landed in this country most of them were compelled to endure
twelve years of serfdom under a corrupt and peculating
colonial government, and finally when seated by the kind
hearted and benevolent Burnet at the German Flats, their
land of promise, and the witima thule of all their hopes,
they were twice doomed in the last half of the eighteenth
century to see their fair fields laid waste, their dwellings
and crops destroyed, their flocks and herds driven away
to slaughter and themselves reduced to destitution and want.
And on one of these occasions many of them were slain, but
more were dragged into captivity. Surely this last visitation
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must have been extremely severe; but severe as it was
no thought of submission to the crown obtruded itself
upon their minds.

Although the lower portions of the Mohawk valley, and
the white settlements south and east, were repeatedly visited
by the enemy subsequent to the destruction of the German
Flats in September, 1778, and the year 1779, the Palatine
or German Flats settlements in the upper section of the
valley seem to have been exempted from invasion for more
than eighteen months, and the whole valley proper was
comparatively quiet during the winter of 1780.

On the 3d of April, 1780, a party of about sixty
tories and Indians fell upon the settlements in Rheimen-
synder’s bush, a few miles north of the Little Falls, and
burnt a grist-mill in that place. A tory by the name of
Cassleman was with this party. They came and returned
by the way of Jerseyfield. They took John Garter and his
son John prisoners at the mill, and captured three men in
the road, one of whom was Joseph Newman ; at the same
time, or on the same day, John Windecker, Henry Shaver,
George Adle, Cobus Van Slyke and one Youker or Uker,
with several others, were taken at Windecker’s father’s
house, some distance north of the mill. The enemy carried
off nineteen prisoners, twelve of whom, collected in one
house, surrendered to less than half their number of strag-
gling Indians without making any resistance or an effort to
escape. All of these prisoners returned at the close of the
war, except John Garter, who died in Canada, and George
Adle, who escaped either on the way out or soon after he
got to Canada and returned before. John Garter and a man
named Espley, another prisoner, preferring colonial freedom,
beset as it then was with privations and dangers, to a
Canadian prison, agreed to make an effort to escape, and
hired an Indian to pilot them through the wilderness; but
understanding they intended to blow up the magazine before
they left, or making that a pretense for his conduct, he dis-
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closed their intentions to the British officers, when Garter
and Espley were punished severely for their temerity.
Espley got back, but Garter died in consequence of the
severity of the punishment inflicted upon him.

There was a blockhouse in this settlement called Rheimen-
snyder’s Fort, to which the inhabitants resorted at night
for safety and protection. When the Indians made their
appearance on this occasion many of the inhabitants fled to
the woods, or otherwise secreted themselves. The objects
of this expedition seem to have been accomplished by burn-
ing the mill and the capture of a few prisoners.

After this visit in April, the inhabitants in that part of the
county, except two or three tory families in Salisbury, aban-
doned their farms and retired into the lower valley. Except
the retreat of Sir John Johnson through the county, near
the close of the year, after the battle at Klock’s field, and the
arrival of Gen. Van Rensselaer at Fort Herkimer soon after,
in pursuit of the Greens and Rangers, whom he was very
careful not to overtake, there is no other event worthy of
notice. Johson’s sable allies having deserted him and taken
to their heels, and the gallant knight having left his Greens
and Rangers to take care of themselves as they best could, he
did not feel that it would be very prudent to mark the pro-
gress of his retreat with the usual burnings and slaughter
which had hitherto betokened his visits to the valley.

The events of 1781 now claim the reader’s attention.
The destruction of Fort Schuyler by flood and fire, in the
month of May, led to the abandonment of that post and
the withdrawal of the garrison to the German Flats. The
works had been materially injured by a heavy flow of
water produced by long and incessant rains, and on the
13th of May a fire broke out at mid-day, which rendered
the place indefensible. The fire was attributed to design
and that suspicion was never removed.

While great Britain held her sway over the provinces,
controlled the western Indians and desired to command
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the fur trade, defensive positions at the carrying place
from the Mohawk river to Wood creek were no doubt im-
portant. Old Fort Stanwix when first built was almost in
the heart of.the Indian country, and commanded the ap-
proaches by water from Canada by the way of Oswego ; but
during the revolutionary war it was too far advanced into
the wilderness to afford any protection to the white settle-
ments below, against the predatory system of warfare carried
on by the enemy. That post was easily avoided whenever
the enemy came over by the way of Oswego, by passing to
the south of it from the Onondaga and Oneida lakes. Most
of the expeditions, however, sent against the Mohawk valley,
came by the way of the Unadilla, that being the most avail-
able point to strike the settlements in that wvalley, the
Schoharie creek, or on the west banks of the Hudson.
Several small parties, however, approached the settlements
on the Mohawk by the way of Black river.

. Mr. Solomon Woodworth, commissioned May 11th, 1780,
e lieutenant in Col. John Harper’s regiment of New York
levies, was afterwards, on the 8th March, 1781, appointed 1st
lieutenant in Col. Fisher’s regiment of Tryon county militia,
“in the place of William Lard taken by or deserted to the
enemy.” I do not find any record of Mr. Woodworth’s
appointment as a captain. Acting under one of the above
appointments, he, with a company of forty rangers, was
stationed at Fort Dayton, for the purpose of scouring and
traversing the wilderness country north of the German Flats.
Woodworth was a brave man. Once during the war he
was taken prisoner, but made his escape, and returned suf-
fering very considerable hardships; at another time he
defended a blockhouse north of Johnstown, and single-
handed drove away the enemy. Lieut. Woodworth left
Fort Dayton with his company to reconnoitre the Royal
Grant. Having proceeded a few hours on the march, an
Indian was discovered who was immediately fired upon,
when the rangers found themselves involved in an inextrica~
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ble ambuscade, and completely surrounded by an Indian
force double their own numbers. The conflict that followed
was severe and sanguinary, as might well have been expected
from the character of the combatants engaged, and a hand
to hand fight left but fifteen of the Americans, who escaped
to tell the sad fate of their brethren. Some of this party
were taken prisoners, but Woodworth and about half
of his men were killed on the spot.

This fatal encounter took place about three miles north
of Herkimer village, on the east side of the West Canada
creek, in a deep ravine, where now may be seen the mound
of earth, under which rest the remains of the gallant Wood-
worth and his brave companions. The killed, it appears,
were all collected and buried in one common grave, un-
shrouded and uncoffined, with no monument to tell where
rest the brave but unfortunate defenders of American liberty.

On the 6th of August, a German settlement called Shell’s
Baush, three or four miles north of Fort Dayton, was visited
by a party of these formidable asserters of the rights of the
crown. Donald McDonald, a Scotch refugee from Johns-
town, with a party of about sixty Indians and tories, with
whom was Empie and Cassleman, two famous traitors, the
latter being the same man who was with the party that
attacked Rheimensnyder’s bush in April, 1780, made their
appearapce in the Shell settlement in the afternoon of the
abave day, when most of the inhabitants had retired to Fort
Dayton, for protection. Some indications of this hostile
movement must have been previously discovered, or the
inhabitants would not have sought the protection of the
fort. There was, however, one man, John Christian Shell,
the husband of a brave and resolute wife, and the father
of six sons, who determined to brave out the storm, let
come what would. He had a strong blockhouse on his
farm, well constructed for purposes of defense against ma-
rauding parties of tories and Indians; and he resolved to
fight rather than run. The first story of logs had no open-
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ings except a doorway or entrance, well protected by a
massive door, and loopholes through which the besieged
could fire upon their assailants. The floor of the second
story projected over the lower part of the building, and had
apertures in the projecting floor, affording ample means of -
annoying any enemy who might approach the building to
fire it or break open the door below. Shell had a good
supply of arms and ammaunition to stand an ordinary siege.
When the enemy made their appearance, Shell and his sons
were in the field at work, but his two youngest, being twins
only eight years old, were so far off he could not save them
when he retired to his blockhouse, and they were taken and
carried to Canada. Having gained his castle and secured
the entrance, Shell and his little garrison were resolute and
alert, and kept up a spirited fight from two o’clock until
dark. Some of the incidents are worthy of particular
notice. Shell’s wife was active in loading the pieces fired
by her husband and four sons. McDonald several times
attempted to set fire to the building, but failed. His men
were several times compelled to retreat, in consequence of
the galling fire received from the party in the blockhouse.
McDonald made an effort to force the door with a crowbar,
but was wounded in the leg while so engaged, and none of
his party being near enough to rescue him, Shell did not
. hesitate a moment to unbar the door and drag the wounded
tory leader into his fortress. This capture not only secured
Shell against being burnt out by the enemy, but afforded
an ample supply of ammunition to the little garrison, whose
stock was becoming rather short. Tosave his life, McDonald
gave up his cartridges to be used against his followers. A
short respite took ,place between the belligerents, but the
enemy returned and made a vigorous effort to take the
blockhouse by assault. They came up to the walls and
thrust the muszzles of their pieces through the loopholes,
when Madam Shell by a blow upon five of them with an
axe, rendered them useless; this being followed by several , _
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deliberate shots from the little garrison, compelled the
assailants to-retire to a respectful distance. Just at dark,
Shell practised a little stratagem which induced the enemy
to suppose that troops were approaching from Fort Dayton,
whereupon they fled to the woods, taking with them Shell’s
two little sons. After providing for the tory commander
in the best manner they could, the family started for the
fort, which they reached in safety. Some of McDonald’s
Indians visited him, after the family went away, but finding
he could not be removed, they left him to the mercy of the
Americans, with a message to Shell that the welfare of his
littleboysdepended on the treatment bestowed on McDonald.
The wounded prisoner was taken to the fort the next day,
when his leg was amputated. The enemy’s loss on the
ground was quite severe, eleven killed and six wounded.
The little boys, on their return after the war, stated that
nine out of twelve wounded which the enemy started with,
died before they reached Oanada.

In the following year Shell and two of his sons, being at
work in the field not far from his block-house, were fired
upon by a party of Indians secreted in a wheat field, and
he was dangerously wounded. The sons remained with
their father until a party from the fort came to their relief.
One of the sons was, however, shot dead and the other
wounded, before the guard arrived. John Christian Shell
did not long survive his wounds, and thus closed the life of
a brave and resolute man and a pure and devout Christian.
During the short cessation in the attack on the block-house,
Shell addressed his Maker in 8 hymn of deliverance from
peril, used by the early German reformers.

The Shellsbush settlement is on what is usually called
Gens Purchase, embracing perhaps some portion of the
Royal Grant, and it will be observed that the name of Shell,
Schel or Shaul does not occur among the patentees of Bur-
nets field, nor is the name found in the list of Palatines
remaining in New York, or taken to Livingston Manor, of
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the first two companies that emigrated. Enough is still
known of him to authorize the conclusion that he was a
German Lutheran, and he or his ancestors may have come
over with the third body of immigrantsin 1722, or at a later
period. The singularly rude and unharmonious account
of Shell’s conflict with the tories and Indians, contained in
Campbell’s Annals of Tryon county, has contributed very
much to keep that event fresh in the recollection of the
descendants of his German neighbors.

After the defeat of the expedition led by Major Ross,
aided by Walter N. Butler, and which fell upon the lower
valley on the 24th of October, like an avalanche of lava,
burning and destroying every thing in its course, the
enemy retreated in a northerly direétion through Jersyfield.
Col. Willett having ordered the destruction of their bat-
teaux, left at the Oneida lake, arrived at the German Flats
by forced marches, in order to intercept Ross’s retreat on
the west Canada creek, unless he should return to Buck’s
island on the St. Lawrence river. On the morning of the
20th Willett with four hundred of his best troops with sixty
Oneida warriors, provisioned for five days, started in a
northerly direction from Fort Dayton along the West Canada
creek. The first day’s march of the Americans through a
snow storm was severe, and at night they camped in a thick
forest on the Royal Grant. Here Col. Willett, having
ascertained during the night, by means of his scouts, the
locality, position and force of the enemy, remained until
the next morning when he started well prepared to give
battle to the foe, determined to inflict a justly merited and
suitable chastisement upon the marauders; but Ross being
equally alert, and quite as anxious to avoid the action as
his opponent was to bring it on, and being well advised of
the proximity of his antagonist, was in full retreat as early
a8 the Americans had started in the pursuit, and it was not
until afternoon that Willett came up with a party of the
enemy’s rear. A smart skirmish ensued, when several of the
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enemy were killed and taken prisoners, among the latter
was a tory, Lieutenant John Rykeman, and the remainder
fled.: The Americans overtook the main body of Rose’s
party soon after, when a running fight was kept up between
the pursuers and pursued until the latter crossed the creek
late in the day. Butler succeeded in rallying his men and
made a stand on the west bank, when a brisk action took
place between the parties on opposite sides of the creek,
during which the enemy had about twenty men killed, and
among them was Walter N. Butler. The death of this
officer was followed by the immediate and confused flight
of his men, and Willett pursued his terror stricken foes
until compelled to desist by darkness and the fatigue of his
men, who had been on foot all day and more than half the
time fighting. The enemy continued the retreat all night
and marched thirty miles before they made a halt. -

Col. Willett says, “strange as it may appear, it is never-
theless true, that notwithstanding the enemy had been four
days in the wilderness, with only half & pound of horse-
flesh per man per day, yet in this famished condition they
trotted thirty miles before they stopped. Many of them,
indeed, fell a sacrifice to euch treatment.” The Britich
hed six hundred and seventy men in this expedition, which
closed the active offensive operations of the enemy at the
north for the year.

‘WaALTER N. BUTLER’S DEATH.

According to the most authentic tradition we now have
of Butler’s death, derived from Major Thornton, late of
Schenectady, who was a captain under Col. Willett, in the
pursuit of Ross and Butler, on their retreat from Johnstown,
there seems to be a somewhat different version given to
this affair, than that heretofore published. Thornton stated
that Ross and Butler, with their party, encamped on But-
ler’s ridge in the town of Norway, on the night before the
Americans overtook them, having traversed the forest from
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. Mayfield the day before. That Col. Willett was fearful the
enemy had escaped him in consequence of his having made
the detour to Fort Dayton, or that they might have gone
& more northern route than the one usually taken, to reach
the Black river or Oneida lake. A light autumnal snow
had fallen during the night. Thornton was sent out from
Willett’s encampment as early in the morning as objects
were visible, with a few men, and among them was an
artilleryman, for the purpose of reconnoitring and finding
the enemy’s trail, if there was one to be found. The party
separated into files of two for the purposé of examination,
moving towards the West Canada creek. The artilleryman
was with Capt. Thornton, and they had been sometime
afoot without discovering any traces of the enemy, when
they began to fear they were not on the right course ; they
continued on, however, until they reached Batler’s ridge,
when, from their examinations, they were satisfied there
had been an encampment the night before, although the
snow on the ground rendered the question somewhat doubt-
ful. Having communicated this fact to Col. Willett, Thorn-
ton and his companion struck what they sapposed was the
enemy’s trail, and continued their course in pursuit, little
expecting to find the enemy near at hand. It was not long,
however, before they heard voices, and looking in the
direction of this noise they saw a small scouting party,
who had probably been on the lookout for Willett, coming
up in a direction partly from their rear. Thornton and his
comrade avoided this party by hiding in the underbrush.
After this scout had passed them long enough to allow an
advance with safety, as they believed, they struck the fresh
trail and continued the pursuit cautiously, expecting every
moment to be overtaken by Willett’s advanced guard in
force.

The artilleryman was soon killed, by a volley from a
thicket in advance; and when hit by the ball he jumped
two or three feet into the air. Willett’s forces followed the
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enemy to the creek, the southerly bank being covered with
large hemlock trees and a thick undergrowth. A heavy,
dense fog hung over the creek, when the American advance
got into it for the purpose of crossing, which being suddenly
lifted by the wind, exposed them to the enemy on the op-
posite bank, who gave them so warm and unlooked-for a
reception that they retired momentarily up the creek bank,
behind the trees and into the bush, having some-of the
party killed and wounded. The fog again settled upon the
creek and the parties fired four or five rounds, each at the
other, quite at random, as they could not see across .the
stream at the time. The enemy’s fire slackened, and the
Americans then went over and found Butler and five of the
enemy dead on the bank of the creek. Thornton stated he
was among the first who reached the opposite bank, but an
Indian was the first of their party who went to the spot
where Butler lay dead, near a tree, and looking at him a
moment turned and told Thornton who it was. Thornton
examined the lifeless body ; the hat, with a gold band around
it, was then on the head; he pulled it off, saw the bullet hole
in the head, and no other wound or fracture about it. When
Thornton started on the expedition he wore a thin pair of
summer pantaloons, which were pretty much gone when he
reached the creek. The Indian pulled off Butler’s pants at
Thornton’s request, and the latter put them on. Major
Thornton was confident no one knew or could tell who it
was that killed Butler, he being dead before any of his pur-
suers found him.

The enemy were pursued by Col. Willett, until hunger and
want of provisions compelled him to retrace his steps. On
their return to the creek crossing, our people heard the cry
of a child near the wayside; some of them went in search
of it and found a female infant near a large fallen elm tree,
which had been abandoned by its stricken and toil-worn
mother to a far different fate from that which awaited it.
The child was brought away from its cold and comfortless
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cradle by some hungered and weary rebel, whose heart may
have been sorely riven more than once by the hand of its
father. Thornton also stated that Willett’s forces had a
smart brush with the enemy at Black Creek, in the pursuit
out.

After Willett’s forces recrossed the Canada creek, they
turned off in the direction of Mount’s place in Jerseyfield,
to bury some of their dead. At this time the party had a
British sub-officer, a prisoner, who seems to have been aban-
doned to the tender mercies of the Indians. This man was
a tory and had formerly lived in the valley. Anticipating
his fate, he inquired of the American officers whether they
intended to allow the Indians to massacre him. No direct
answer was given to the inquiry, and the officer disappeared
before the troops reached Fort Dayton.

This relation of the manner Butler was killed, corresponds
with that given by Col. Willet in his official account of the
affair. It is fully corroborated by several traditional state-
ments handed down from persons who were on the spot, and
who saw and knew all about it. In every published account
I bave seen, from that of Marshall, in his Life of Washing-
ton, down to our own times, no two of them correspond in
the precise statement of facts. Col. Willett could not have
had any motive in withholding a full and true relation of
the facts attending Butler’s death. If he had been wounded
and afterwards despatched, when discovered, by one of
Willett’s men, or an Indian, why should not that fact have
been officially stated by the commander of the expedition ?
He had inquired into the matter; it was a subject too import-
"ant to be omitted. When, therefore, the Colonel says, “he
was shot dead, at once, having no time to implore for
mercy,” we are called upon to pause a little before we pro-
nounce the statement untrue. But, to use a legal phrase,
how stand the impeaching witnesses? One says that Butler,
in fleeing from his pursuers, swam his horse across the
stream, and then turning round to them on the opposite
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bank, defied them. An Indian discharged his rifle at him
and he fell wounded. The Indian then swam to the opposite
bank, found Butler alive and able to supplicate for mercy,
but who answered the supplication by burying his toma-
hawk in Butler’s brains. This relation assumes the improba-
ble facts that Butler was entirely alone and unattended by
any of his men, otherwise, if only wounded and capable of
speech, having a horse at hand, he could and would have
been carried a long distance into the wood, while the Indian,
axe in hand, was swimming across the stream. Another
says he was sorely wounded while standing behind a tree
watching a brisk engagement between the hostile parties, on
opposite gides of the creek, and that when he fell, his troops
fled in great confusion, leaving him uncared for, whether
dead or alive, when they had full time to remove him, and
ample means at hand to do it. The Indian then crossed the
creek and finding Butler alive, shot him again, through the
eye. An Indian never loses a charge of powder and ball,
when his tomahawk, his never-failing and favorite weapon,
will answer his purpose. And yet another says the enemy
had passed the creek, when Butler stopped, dismounted from
his horse, and was in the act of drinking water from a tin
cup, in full view from the opposite bank, when he was fired
at by two of his enemy and fell. The Indian, 8 Mohawk,
immediately crossed the creek, and finding Butler wounded,
only, ended his life with a tomahawk. Now let us consider
a moment. Was it not quite remarkable that the command-
ing officer of an expedition, who had been three days strain-
ing every nerve to elude the pursuit of a superior, active
and vigilant foe, and whose rear guard had been skirmishing
nearly the whole day with his enemy’s advance, should loiter
in his way, suffer all his men to proceed on their route with-
out him; nay, more, that he should deliberately dismount
and drink a tin cup of water, exposed to full view of his
pursuing enemy on the left bank of the creek. But opposed
to this, is Col. Willett’s official declaration, that Butler *“ was
8
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shot dead, at once, having no time to implore for mercy,”
when this last account makes him present when Butler was
scalped; and when he, Willett must have been informed, if
it was true, that Butler, in the first instance, had only been
wounded and afterwards tomahawked.

I have already given quite as much space to the subject as
its importance will justify. Many persons had expressed a
desire to know which of the several accounts describing the
manner and circumstances of Butler’s death was the more
probable or true one. That is, whether he was shot dead in
the first instance, and nothing was known of his person until
the body was afterwards examined, or whether he was first
" identified across the stream, then fired at, wounded, deserted
by his followers, and finally shot in the eye or tomahawked.
The scalping part of the tragedy was probably performed in
the best style of Indian execution.

I have elaborated Maj. Thornton’s statement, and, in the
main fact, it seems to accord with the official report.
Although the memory of the man has been and is still
regarded in our county with deep and unalleviated horror,
there are many who would still like to be informed of the
truth of history.

The route taken by Maj. Ross and the survivors of this
cruel expedition, after leaving the West Canada creek, is
spoken of by Stone as in the direction of Oneida lake,
where the batteaux had been left when the expedition came
from Canada, while other writers assume that Ross pro-
ceeded to the Genesee country. It isnot probable that he
would have attempted the latter route in the destitute con-
dition of his men. He reached Granadier island in about
eight days after leaving the creek, in a most pitiable con-
dition, having suffered every thing but death by exposure
and want of food.

Thus ended the career of Walter N. Butler, a man of
enterprizing boldness, but whose heart was a compound of
ferocious hate, insatiable cruelty, and unappeasable revenge.
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Even Brant himself denounced him as more unrelenting
than the savages themselves. It certainly can not excite
surprise and wonder that the news of his death should have
produced one universal shout of joy along the whole Mohawk
valley. The miserable man met a fate he but too well
deserved, and retributive justice was not robbed of a proper
subject.

The losses of the enemy during this expedition were very
severe, and the sufferings of the survivors in traversing
eighty miles of wilderness, without food or blankets, in cold
and dreary weather, were intense. Willett abandoned the
pursuit and returned to Fort Dayton, having lost only one
man. The surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, and other
unpropitious events during the year, had produced an
apathetic feeling on the part of the enemy.

In June, 1782, a party of the enemy, tories and Indians
as usual, appeared at the Little falls for the sole purpose
of destroying a grist-mill at that place, for they do not
seem to have achieved any other valorous exploit in that
way. The grist mill on the falls of the Mohawk became
quite important to the inhabitants of the upper valley, as
well as to the garrisons of Forts Herkimer and Dayton, after
the destruction of those at German Flats, by Brant, a year
and a half before. The enemy came upon the party at the
flouring mill at night, and accomplished their designs with-
out much difficulty.* At any rate, only a few shote were
fired, and one man, Daniel Petri, was killed. When the
Indians entered the mill, the occupants attempted to escape
the best way they could. Two of them, Cox and Skinner,

#*The following persons were gt the mill when it was burned, and all of
them, except the millers and soldiers, had brought corn to the mill, and
were waiting for their grists. Peter Wolleaver, Christian Edick, Frederick
Getman, Marks Rasbach, John Rasbach, Thomas Shoemaker, Lawrence Hatter,
Jacob Petri, Daniel Petri, who was killed, Peter Orendorfl; Gershom Skinner,
and F. Cox, millers; a sergeant and six men from Capt. McGregor’s company
of continental troops. Two of the soldiers escaped, and five were taken pri-
soners,
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secreted themselves in the raceway, under the water-wheel,
and escaped death and captivity ; but two others, Christian
Edick and Frederick Getman, jumped into the raceway,
above the mill, and there endeavored to conceal themselves,
but the burning mill disclosed their hiding place and they
were taken prisoners. After burning the mill the enemy
retired, taking with them several prisoners!

In Stone’s life of Brant, the author states that these mills
were erected by Alexander Ellice, Esq., a Scotch merchant,
“who had, under the favor of Sir William Johnson, obtained
a patent of the wild mountain gorge, through which the
Mohawk leaps from the upper into the lower section of the
valley.” This is not strictly accurate. The lands on the
north side of the river, from the upper to the lower end of
the falls, are embraced in the patent granted in 1725 to
Johan Joost Petri and other Palatines, and the lands on
the south side are covered by a patent granted in 1762 to
Johan Jost Herchkeemer and another person, known as the
Fall-Hill patent. Mr. Ellice, in his lifetime, and his family
in England after his death, held the title to two of the four
Burnetsfield lots- on the north side of the river, and to the
whole of Vaughn’s patent, graﬁted to Col. John Vaughn
and others in 1770, the titles to which were derived through
Mr. John Porteous, who was many years a merchant at the
Little Falls, and died there. The names of the Burnetsfield
patentees are given in another chapter, and it is there shown
to whom the lots at the thtle Falls were granted. )

The upper Mohawk valley was not again visited by any
serious calamity during the remainder of the contest. The
war had not entirely ceased in other quarters, but there was
a general subsiding of hostilities, as if by common consent,
and the mother country had sickened of the effort to whip
her rebellious children into submission. Towards the close
" of the year the British commander-in-chief directed that no
more Indian expeditions at the north should be sent out, and
those already on foot were recalled. The house of commons

L 4
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passed a resolution, soon after the news of the surrender
of Cornwallis had reached England, declaring “that the
house would consider as enemies to his majesty and the
country, all who should advise or attempt the further pro-
ecution of offensive war on the continent of North America.”
In conformity to the pacific sentiments expressed in the
above resolution, if & ministerial change should take place,
the American people might reasonably expect an entire
change in the policy hitherto pursued towards them. The
principal historical events of the war will be closed with this
chapter, and the compiler, in common with many others,
who like him have heard the oftentimes repeated traditional
tale of the suffering infltcted upon the frontier settlements
of the valley, must express his deep regret that some one
had not written out a particular history of the revolutionary
transactions within the county, while most of the surviving
actors and eye witnesses were living.

In February, 1783, the forces under the command of Col.
Willett, were concentrated at Fort Herkimer, the undeveloped
object being to surprise and capture the British fortress at
Oswego. The expedition failed in consequence of the small
number of troops employed, and the want of a proper arma-
ment to besiege the place, attended with the unfortunate
occurrence of the Indian guide having, when within a few
miles of the fort, lost his way, and conducted this little band
into a deep forest covered with snow, instead of directing
his course to the place of destination. Colonel Willett
returned to Albany in time to hear the gladsome news of
peace proclaimed, and to rejoice with his emancipated coun-
trymen in that welcome event. _

Here closed the great drama of the revolution, whioh,
for almost six years. had presented to the inhabitants of
this frontier, little else than one continued scene of
desolation, and blood. The enemy were too keen and
indefatigable to leave a single out-laying hamlet unvisited
at some period during the war, and ‘probably not one in fifty
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escaped destruction by fire. Inthe winter and spring of 1780
the inhabitants whose dwellings were not within the protec-
tionof forts and block-houses defended by provincial troops,
were compelled to abandon their farms and seek a shelter.
within the armed defenses, so fierce and exterminating had
the Indian warfare become in retaliation of the exploits of
the Americans during Sullivan’s expedition in 1779.

In 1781 it was supposed that one third of the population
of the whole Mohawk valley had gone over to the enemy,
and another third had been killed or driven from the
country, and that among those who remained were two
thousand orphan children and three hundred widows The
people of the upper valley suffered severly during the war
and from the militia organizations before and after the war
it would seem they lost nearly half their men capable of
bearing arms during that period. But it is not true that
one third of the population of the upper valley abandoned
their country and its cause and went over to the enemy,
nor is it probable that even one in twenty of them espoused
the interests of the crown.

My desire to record in this book an historical fact, which
illustrates, in a eminent degree, the spirit and bearing of the
leading men of the revolution, induces me to append it to
this otherwise long chapter, although it transpired at an
early period of the war.

Soon after the confirmation of the treaty of alliance and
commerce between the United States and France was re-
ceived in England in 1778, the ministry acting under the
authority of recent acts of parliament, sent out commis-
sioners to America to negotiate respecting the difficulties
between the two countries, and fully empowered them :

“To consent to a cessation of hostilities both by sea and
land.

“To restore free intercourse, to revive mutual affection,
and renew the common benefits of naturalization through
the several parts of this empire.
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“To extend every freedom to trade that our respective
interests can require.

“To agree that no military forces shall be kept up in the
different states of North America, without the consent of
the general congress or particular assemblies.

“To concur in measures calculated to discharge the debts
of America, and to raise the credit and value of the paper
circulation.

“To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal deputation of
an agent.or agents from the different states, who shall have
the privilege of a seat and voice in the parliament of Great
Britain; or, if sent from Britain, in that case, to have a
seat and voice in the assemblies of the different states
to which they may be deputed respectively, in order to
attend to the several interests of those by whom they are
deputed.

“To establish the power of the respective legislatures in -
each particular state, to settle its revenue, its civil and
military establishment, and to exercise a perfect freedom of
legislation and internal government, so that the British
states, throughout North America, acting with us in peace
and war, under one common sovereign, may have the
irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege that is short of
a total separation of interests, or consistent with that union
of force, on which the safety of our common religion and
liberty depends.”

These terms were not acceptable to congress, nor was
that body in the least inclined to negotiate on any terms of
conciliation with the mother country in the then aspect of
affairs. Having thus far single-handed and alone stood up
against all adversities and weathered the storms of war,
congress and the people, with the aid of the French alliance,
now fancied the haven of peace to be full in view. Mr.
Laurens, in reply to certain inquiries put to him on the
subject, said the Americans would not enter into the con-
sideration of a treaty of peace, without a direct and open
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acknowledgment of the independence of the states, or the
withdrawal of the British fleets and armies. The terms
offered in these propositions look very much like a total .
abandonment of all the antecedent arrogant pretensions of
the crown, and to present the case of a mere nominal con-
nection with and not subjection to the head of the British
empire. If the hopes of America were elated by the auspi-
cious events which had happened, the fears of Britain
checked her vaulting ambition and drove her to propose
an accommodation, which, if offered three years sooner,
might have produced a reconciliation.
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The restoration of peace between the former colonies and
the crown did ‘not restore internal tranquility within the
borders of the upper valley. The surviving inhabitants
awoke, not as from a pleasing dream, whose thought, if so
it may be called, had run riot in elysium, but to the sad and
woeful reality of slaughtered relatives, ruined habitations,
wasted fields, and a devastated country. When they first
went abroad from the blockhouses, forts and places of refuge,
would they not rememberg the hand which had inflicted
the wrong and been made the instrument of a cruel and
tyrannous chastisement? The Indians, those who were
known to belong to the hostile clans of the Iroquois, could
not safely pass through or sojourn in the country. Not a
few of them, who ventured upon the hazardous exploit,
forfeited their lives. The men who had been almost aban-
doned by the country, during the whole war; and particu-
larly during the harrassing campaign of 1780, to their own
resources and exertions, felt it to be no wrong to shoot an
Indian, when and wherever they met him, in peace or
war.
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But the most sore trial the survivors were put to, and the
greatest cause of irritation they had to suffer, was the re-
turn of the tories after the peace, claiming a restoration of
their forfeited estates, and compensation for property des-
troyed and taken for public use during the war. A unani-
mous feeling of resistance to this claim pervaded the whole
valley, and, for several years after the war, he must have
been a bold and resolute man, who would visit the country
a second time on such a mission. If one of these Mohawk
tories got out of the country on his first visit after the
peace, without meeting with some disagreeable interviews
with the German population, he was a lucky man.

The “old England” district, embracing a small portion
of the territory in the south part of this county, and a por-
tion of Otsego and Madison counties, on the Unadilla river,
erected by the colonial government, was organized as a
part of Montgomery county in 1784, and officers appointed
by the court of general sessions. Rudolph Shoemaker and
Frederick Bellinger were appointed justices of the peace in
Tryon county, May 26th, 1772 ; and George Henry Bell and
Andrew Finck, Jr., were appointed to the same office in
Montgomery county, July 8, 1784. These persons then
lived within the present limits of this county.

The county had received a considerable accession to its
population, between 1725 and 1775, from the country below,
from Columbia county, New York and Germany, chiefly of
German extraction, with some Low Dutch or Hollanders
from the borders of the Hudson. The din of war had
scarcely ceased along the valley, ere the sturdy New Eng-
lander was seen wending his toilsome way along the valley,
with his face set towards the Royal Grant, or the woodland
regions of Warren, Columbia, Litchfield and Winfield. The
earliest New England settlers found their way into the woods
north and south of the river, about the year 1785, and from
that time forward to 1800, the emigration from the south-
part of this state and the Eastern states was very rapid,
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and exceeded ten thousand the first fifteen years after it
fairly set in. The foreign emigration was nothing during
this period. The Celt could not be spared, the loyal Scotch
and English would not come, and the wars in Germany were
consuming the population of that empire. No event of
sufficient importance to attract special attention occurred
from 1783 to 1791, except the organization of two towns
in 1788, which is noticed in another chapter.

I will notice here the first organization after the war, in
1786, October 2d, made in the regiment of local militia in
the German Flats and Kingsland districts, and arranged as
follows :

Field and Regimental staff —Henry Staring, lieut. colonel ;
Peter Weaver, major, 1st battalion ; Patrick Campbell, major,
2d battalion; John Frank, adjutant; Melchert Fols, pay-
master; William Petrie, surgeon.

1st company.—Jacob Petry, captain; Dederick Petry,
lieutenant ; William Father, ensign.

2d company.—John Meyer, captain; William Clapsaddle,
lieutenant ; Henry Frank, ensign.

3d company.—Adam Staring, captain; Liutwick Ca.mpell
lieutenant ; Lawrence Herter, ensign.

4th company.—Peter P. Bellinger, captain; Joost Herc-
himer, lieutenant ; Peter Fox, ensign.

65th company.—Michael Meyer, captain; Peter F. Bellin-
ger, lieutenant ; George Weatirce, ensign.

6th company, (light infantry).—William Colbreath, cap-
tain; Daniel C. White, lieutenant; George J. Weaver, ensign.

These militia arrangements must indicate the numbers and
strength of the population capable of bearing arms; and
although three years of peace had intervened in which there
had been a large influx of population, quite enough to make
up two companies, we have three organized companies less
at this time than there were in 1775. The names of the
officers are copied as found in the council minutes. Ensign
William Father, I think, represents William Feeter, aud
George Weatirce, represents George Weaver.
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The recuperative energies of the Teutonic race were not
long unseen or unfelt when left free to act, and the fields
that were laid waste by war for years, again waved with
golden harvests and the accomplished woodman’s axe was
doing its work in the sturdy forest. O! what a priceless
* boon to man had grown from the stern calamities of a war
whose dirge had just been sung by mourning thousandes.

A fact which to some extent illustrates the American
character has ¢pme to my notice while preparing this
" work for the press. It isthis. A considerable portion of
the New England emigration between 1787 and 1793 was from
Massachusetts. Many of these people had been implicated
in or connected with the disturbances in that state which
terminated in what has been called Shay’s rebellion. Now
the history of that affair is briefly this. During the contest
recently ended that state had contributed largely in men,
money and credit to the support of the common cause, its
commerce had been destroyed and its manufactories lan-
guished on the return of peace by the introduction of
foreign fabrics. The whole debt of the state, domestic and
due to the confederation was about $10,000,000, and in the
year 1785 a tax of one and a half millions of dollars
was levied on the people and property in the state, equal to
about four dollars for every man, woman and child in it. With
no money to meet this heavy excessive burden the commer-
cial and agricultural classes became more and more indebted
to the state. John Hancock resigned the office of governor,
and was succeeded by Mr. Bowdoin by a legislative appoint-
ment. Soon after his reelection in 1786, numerous symp-
toms of discontent were exhibited in different parts of the
state, and especially in the western towns, whose population
was confined to agricultural pursuits.

In August 1786 a convention of delegates from 50 towns
convened at Hatfield, Hampshire county “ to consider and
provide for the grievances they suffered.” In consequence
of the disorderly proceeding of the people in different parts
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of the state; little attention was given to the petition for-
warded to the government by the convention. The legis-
lature met in September following, passed some stringent
laws against disorderly and riotous meetings of the people,
suspended the writ of habeas corpus eight months, and
took some measures to relieve the public burthéns. The
disturbances continued and several of the leaders were
arrested and confined in Boston jail. The main object of
these people seems to have been to prevent the sittings of
the courts of common pleas which they alleged imposed a
heavy burden on the public. About 1000 met at Worcester,
but committed no other offense than to place guards round
the houses where the judges put up, to prevent them from
holding the courts. While here, Daniel Shays urged them
to proceed to Boston and release by force the prisoners
confined in jail there.

The project was not carried out. They obstructed the
holding of the courts in some of the western counties in
the state. They afterwards made an attempt, in 1787, to
take the Springfield arsenal. They were met by Gen.
Shepard at the head of 1000 militia, and after having three
men killed the rest dispersed.

These rebels, as they were called, then petitioned for a
pardon for the offenses committed by them, but it was refused
because they stated they had reason to corpplain of the wrongs
and sufferings they endured. They had collected in a con-
siderable body at Petersham in the winter of 1787-8, when
they were surprised by General Lincoln, who took 150 pri-
soners, and the remainder returned home or left the state.
This was the last of the famous Shay’s rebellion. No lives
were lost except on the part of these disaffected people.
They do not seem to have aimed at the overthrow of the
government, but sought relief from unbearable burthens.
They took an unwise course. The remedy did not lay in
that direction. John Hancock was again elected governor
in the spring of 1788. He was a moderate politician of the
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federal school. The state was federal when the people
arranged themselves into parties. In the western part, the
seat of these disturbances, the anti-federalists or republicans
contended resolutely for victory at the first election under
the federal or national constitution, and in some places had
a majority. The head and front of this offending could not
have been very grievous. There were no executions for
treason. There can be no doubt the government of the
state was at that time very exacting and intolerant, and the
people had not then learned the true method of self-govern-
ment.

In resuming the history of the county, after the above
digression, it may be proper to state the following persons
were appointed justices of the peace ; ou the 27th March,
1790, George Henry Bell, John Frank, Henry Dygert, Michael
Myers and John Bowman, and on the 17th February, 1791,
Henry Staring, Michael Myers, John Frank, Patrick Camp-
bell, William Veeder, William Dygert, Jun., Moses Foot,
Benjamin Bowen, Hanyost Schoonmaker, Melchert Folts,
Lodowick Campbell, Johannes Finck and Abraham Harden-
burgh. These persons are helieved to have then lived
within the limits of this county.

Soon after President Adams’s famous stamp act went
into operation, and the agent for vending stamps had been
furnished with them to sell, the people in different parts of
the county became a good deal excited, and a combination
was set on foot to destroy the obnoxious stamps, or prevent
their being sold. At the fall musters or trainings, the people
marched down from the hills, north and south, and up from
the valleys, to Herkimer, “armed and equipped as the law
directed,” to make war on the stamps, with field piece ready
charged. They tore down the agent’s sign, demanded of him
a promise that he would not sell the paper eagles, and other-
wise behaved somewhat noisily, but committed no other act of
violence. It was a bloodless affair. A number of the lead-
ing men were indicted and taken to Albany under arrest,
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when Governor Jay met them, and after giving them sound
and judicous advice sent them home. One can not help
thinking that the worthy governor was somewhat annoyed,
during the conference, with the reflection “that he, not long
before, had been in arms against his king and the mother
country on account of stamps and stamped paper.”

In March or April, 1804, the county. clerk’s office was
consumed by fire with all the records and papers it con-
tained. Mr. Joab Griswold had held the office of county
clerk from March 19th, 1798, and Mr. Elihu Griswold was
appointed in his place April 6th, 1804. The office was
burned in the night, and it had been arranged previously
that the new incumbent should take possession of the office
the day after the fire occurred.

“In the war with Great Britain, declared by the United
States on the 18th day of June, 1812,” the militia of Herki-
mer county behaved nobly. They claimed no exemption
from service when the governor ordered them to the frontier
to protect and defend the state from hostile aggression or
foreign invasion. It is no disparagement to the militia of
any other county, to say the Herkimer militia met these
calls and suffered the privations of the camp with a patriotic
devotion and zeal not excelled by any of them.

A detached regiment under Col. C. P. Bellinger, had been
ordered to Sacketts Harbor before war was declared, under
a six months’ draft. Others followed soon after, and in
1813 and 1814, volunteers, detached, and the militia en mass,
were on the lake and St. Lawrence frontier nearly the whole
time. Companies and regiments succeeding others, whose
terms of service had expired. The pay granted by the
United States was no compensation to the farmer and
mechanic, and substituted service could only be afforded by
the wealthy. If the sacrifice was great, each man could
well console himself with the reflection that he had done
his duty to his country. Governer Tompkins bestowed high
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praise upon the citizen soldiers of Herkimer county, and it
was well deserved.

It is now more than forty years since these events hap-
pened, and many farms have been and are being located
under the operation of the bounty land laws of 18560 and
1855, by the descendants and relatives of those who per-
formed the ‘military service. Although a land recipient
under the former law, I can not admire a policy which is
dictated by a present expediency and not by a rule of equal
and exact justice. There are thousands who are excluded,
whose husbands and fathers performed service as meritorious
as any now living ; and there are other thousands, long since
laid in their graves, to whom this little pittance would have
been grateful; whose hunger it would have assuaged, and
whose cold and palsied limbs it would have warmed. But
these can not vote now. They are tenants of the graveyard,
under an eternal lease; an immovable fixture, and can not
swell the population of the illimitable west.

The restoration of peace with Great Britain in 1815, found
our population in a state of universal embarrassment, which
they did not recover from fully in ten years. The merchants
with large stocks of goods on hand, found themselves under-
sold by more than one-half on the new importations. A
series of cold and unproductive seasons, from 1816 to 1820,
had cut off the surplus of agricultural products. Farming
lands during the war had been sold at very high prices, and
were eagerly sought for at nearly four times the value they
bore from 1817 to 1826. The county did not produce
exportable commodities sufficient to balance the mercantile
imports, and shinplasters were the circulating medium.
Cheesman’s plasters were a more sure remedy for the public
ailments than his dalsams. Lands sold during the war at
such prices that the purchaser, who paid one-third of the
consideration money at the sale, and kept the interest on the
balance paid up, could not the first ten years after the peace
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sell them for a price sufficient to pay the balance of principal
due. In other words he could not give them away and get
indemnity against his bond. The state expenditures in con-
structing the Erie canal gave some relief; but the comple-
tion and opening of that great work brought the grain-
growing regions of the west into direct competition with the
then staple agricultural product of the county, wheat. The
Mohawk valley had more than seventy-five years enjoyed,
without competition from the west, the advantages of the
Albany and eastern markets. The county recovered slowly
from its depressed and embarrassed condition. It lost, how-
ever, very considerable of its German population between
1818 and 1830.

The Asiatic cholera has never prevailed in the county to
much extent. On its first appearance in this country in
1832, when fright and apprehension nearly paralyzed the
whole community, a few cases occurred in several of the
villages, most of them fatal, and along the canal. Since that
time, however, the county has been nearly exempt from that
dreadful pestilence.

In the years 1833, 1834 and 1835 the legislature author-
ized the supervisors of the county to contract loans to the
amount of $10,300 to erect a new jail and purchase a site
for it. An annual tax was also levied to reimburse the
principal of these loans by installments and pay the interest.
The building is of stone, procured at Little Falls, strong
and permanent. The interior arrangements are such as
_ to afford comfort to and insure the safety of offenders.
Martin Easterbrooks contracted to complete the mason work,
and Edmund Varney, Cornelius T. E. Van Horn, Isaac S.
Ford, Jacob F. Christman, Warner Folts, Frederick P. Bel-
linger and Charles Gray, were the commissioners appointed
to superintend the erection of the jail.

On the night of January 25th, 1834, the old court house
and jail was destroyed by fire. This was an old two-story
structure of wood, and had been standing many years.

9
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The jail on the ground floor had been found unsafe, and
besides the public buildings at that time did not reflect
much credit upon the county. On the 31st of March, 1834,
the legislature authorized the supervisors to borrow from
the common school fund, on the credit of the county, four
thousand six hundred dollars to build a new court house,
and directed a tax of five hundred dollars a year to be
levied on the county to refund the loan and pay the interest.
Francis E. Spinner, Arphaxed Loomis and Prentice Yeo-
mans were named in the act as commissioners to superintend
the erection of the building.

The court house is a handsome structure of brick, stand-
ing nearly in the center of the village of Herkimer. The
jail is on the opposite side of the street. The rooms on the
first floor of the court house are arranged to suit the public
convenience, but the interior arrangements of the court
room may be easily improved. Owing to some defect or
oversight in ‘the construction, the long side walls of the
house began to give way and swell out, not long after the
house was completed. They were however soon secured
by iron rods extending across the building. These rods or
bars were inserted in their place when red with heat, and
being secured with proper fastenings at the ends on the
outside of the walls the contraction of the iron brought
them quite into place. The citizens of Little Falls did not
fail to make an effort at this time, to change the county
seat and bring it to them; but with two-thirds or perhaps
three-fourths of the population of the county against them,
they “hardly made a ripple.”

A new fire proof clerk’s office, of brick, was erected in
1847. Mr. Aaron Hall, builder.
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At the risk of repeating somé of the facts contained in
the preceding chapter, and of being considered tedious, I
venture to submit some further remarks in reference to the
“forfeited estates’ of British subjects, confiscated during
the war of the revolution. The subject is within the scope
of an historical research into the annals of the county,
because the title to large tracts of land within its limits has
been affected by the action of the legislature of the state.
Now, when more liberal sentiments seem not only to be enter-
tained by some governments, but by enlightened individuals,
in respect to the mode of conducting war, and of inflicting*
punishment upon individuals, for acts of hostile aggression
in cases where, by the public law, no allegiance was due to
the injured state, the opinion has been expressed that the
confiscated estates of individuals should have been restored
at the peace of 1783. Thisis a very grave question, and will
not meet with an affirmative response from any considerable
number of enlightened Americans, even at this day, and



120 HISTORY OF HERKIMER COUNTY.

they, 1 am sure, are quite as liberal as any other people in
the civilized world. The legislature of this state may have
laid down and enforced a rigid rule, and one to which there
should have been some exceptions. But the distracted state
of the country, and the circumstances of the times, called
for the exercise of the most stringent measures of defense
and protection. Subjugation, confiscation and the halter
was the punishment denounced against what was called an
unnatural rebellion. * Life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness,” was the prize contended for.

The act of October 22d, 1779, declared “Sir John Johnson,
late of the county of Tryon, knight and baronet, Guy John-
son, Daniel Claus and John Butler, now or late of said county,
esquires, apd John Joost Herkemer, now or late of the said
county, yeoman,” to be, #pso_facto, convicted and attainted
of voluntarily adhering to the fleets and armies of the king
of Great Britain, in the cruel and unjust war then waged by
him against this state, and the other United States, with
the intent to subvert the government and liberties of this
state, and the other United States, and to bring the same
into subjection to the crown of Great Britain. Their estates
real and personal were declared forfeited to and vested in
the people of this state.

When George III, on the 3d day of September, 1783,
acknowledged the thirfeen united states  to be free, sovereign
and independent states ; that he treated with them as such;
and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquished all
claims to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the
same, and every part thereof,” no question could be raised
by the British crown, nor by its subjects, in regard to any
of the antecedent acts of these free,sovereign and independent
states.

When we examine the traces of blood, and fire, and deso-
lation that marked the footsteps of the two Johnsons, Claus
and Butler, through this state, and especially in the Mohawk
valley, from 1775 to the fall of 1779, who can justly say
this act of attainder, confiscation, and banishment was wan-
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ton, cruel or oppressive towards them? Retributive justice -
demanded the punishment and it was inflicted.

Other persons were convicted and attainted by the same
act, some of them civilians, and all the persons named in
the act were perpetually banished from the state, and their
return to it was denounced a felony punishable with death,
without the benefit of clergy. Persons adhering to the pub-
lic enemy, and guilty of treason against the state, after the
9th day of July, 1776, were subjected to indictment and trial ;
and it is here worthy of notice, that the legislature were so
tender of the rights of those who might be complained of
and brought to trial, as to declare that the several matters
which, by the laws of England, were held to be evidence and
overt acts of high treason, in adhering to the king’s enemies,

" should be the rule in like cases when the parties were charged
with high treason against the people of this state, making
some other provisions to meet the peculiar circumstances of
the times.

After exerting an act of high prerogative, which had been
done by the British parliament at various periods inthe history
of that country, and for causes much less justifiable than
those which provoked the attainder we have been consider-
ing, all proceedings against other parties chargeable with
affairs of this character, against the state, were turned over
to the courts, where a conviction could only be had upon an
indictment and trial or outlawry.

By the attainder of Sir John Johnson it was supposed
the whole of the Royal Grant, so called from the fact that
the patent granted to Sir William received the sign manual
of the king in person, was forfieted. That tract comprises
all that part of the county lying between the East and West
Canada creeks, the Mohawk river on the south, and the
south line of Jerseyfield on the north, which runs from the
village of Devereaux at the northeast corner of the Grant,
on the East Canada creek in a northwesterly direction to
the West Canada creek, intersecting it north of Prospect in
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Oneida county, with the exception of Glen’s Purchase, a few
lots in Burnetsfield, and some few patents in Manheim. The
towns of Norway, Russia, Newport, Fairfield, Salisbury,
Manheim, Herkimer and Little Falls, contain portions of
this extensive domain. The tract of 2000 acres granted
to GuyJohnson in 1765, situated in the present towns of Ger-
man Flats and Little Falls, was forfeited by his attainder.
. The Herkimer estates forfeited lay within the present
. limits of German Flats and Herkimer, and are believed to
embrace portions of the Palatine grants; the only case of
attamder or forfeiture within the limits of the patent granted
to Johan Joost Petri and others.

Sir John Johnson and the wife of Guy Johnson, were the
children of Sir William, by a German woman, legitimated
a short time before the baronet’s death by the solemniz-
ation of marriage with the mother. Johan Joost Herkemer
is the only instance of attainder and forfeiture by any of the
Palatines or their descendants in the upper Mohawk valley.
There may have been others who deserved it, and perhaps
there wae one, but his case did not come within the letter
of the statute.

Those who are familiar with all the revolutionary events
of Tryon county, can not but be amazed at the infatuated
conduct of the Johnson family through the whole of that
eventful period. ‘'They must, on the outbreak of the struggle,
have concluded that all their princely estates in the country
were lost to them, and they would henceforth deal with
them and the property of their former neighbors as well
as trusty adherents, as belonging to the common enemy,

.to be consigned to indiscriminate destruction; or they
must have resolved to act the part of marauders out
of mere wantonness and a spirit of revenge.
- Sir William Johnson came to this country at an early
_day, occupying na higher position than that of land agent.
By his zeal, ability, good conduct and attention to business,
he acquired large estates, and was promoted to the highest
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honors ever bestowed by a confiding sovereign upon a colo-
nial subject. Many are the vague surmises in respect to the
cause of his death, which took place but a short time before
the colonists assumed their defiant attitude to the crown.
He was beloved and respected by his neighbors and depend-
ants, and he perhaps foresaw all the miseries in store for a
country he could not look upon in any other light than his
own. He might have died by his own hand, but facts do
not authorize this conclusion. There were, it must be ad-
- mitted, many powerful considerations which should have
induced his family to adhere to the royal cause. They had
been bountiful recipients of their sovereign’s favor. Honors
and wealth had been literally showered upon them, and they
felt it would be forfeiting all claim to honorable distinction,
should they abandon the mother country in the eventful
emergency which had overtaken it. They mistook the
temper and feeling of their fellow subjects in the colonies,
and did not, probably, comprehend the final result of a
separation between the two countries. This family did not
embrace the cautious policy of having some one or more of
their number nominal adherents to the patriotic cause to
protect their possessions, which was adopted by others, and
some too of much less distinction and note.

The startling events of the revolution are yet remembered
by a few now living witnesses, and a more just estimate
of the rights and duties of nations, belligerent and neutral,
seem to be more generally entertained at this day than
during the last century. This no doubt has occasioned
the remark that the provincial governments had been too
stringent in enforcing a forfeiture against the adherents of
the crown, and that when the independence of the states
was acknowledged, restitution ought to have been made.
It should be remembered that the colonies never encouraged
but at all times deprecated the employment of the Indians
in the revolutionary war, or in any way making them parties
in that contest. They knew their situation ; that their own
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country must be the battle field ; and that their own frontier
inhabitants would be subjected to a warfare and desolation
of the most unmitigated severity, not practiced by civilized
nations, and like that with which they too recently had been
afflicted, to be then disremembered. 'When these visitations
were renewed with a ten-fold severity by those who had
previously deprecated this mode of warfare, and when too,
the object seemed to be to kill, burn and plunder, and not to
subjugate and hold the conquered territory ; it was not the
surviving sufferer who could forgive or forget the authors
of his calamities or the instruments used in the infliction of
them.

To one member of this family, as soon as he was able to
reach Canada, a regiment was given, called the Johnson
Greens, principally composed of refugees, who made con-
tinual marauding expeditions into the Mohawk valley, during
the war, and the memory of whose deeds were not forgotten
at the close of the last century. The other, at the head of
the Indian agency at Montreal, retaining a great influence
over the western tribes, including most of the New York
Indians, was zealously and efficiently employed in retaining
them in the service of the crown, and encouraging and pro-
moting expeditions against the frontier colonists, in which
they were to be joined. This service was not performed by
a slack hand or an unwilling mind. In this work of mischief
and revenge he was but too well supported by that shrewd,
active, but stern and resolute Mohawk chief, Joseph Brant,
who displayed no more of the savage, in his hostile incur-
sions, than should have been expected, perhaps, when the
motives of his prompters were carefully scanned.

There may have been instances in which restitution might
have found a willing response in the heart of the country;
but that was not the case in respect to this family; where
was the point of discrimination? That was the great diffi-
culty. Expatriation and adherence to the common enemy
were open acts of avowed hostility, so marked as not to be
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mistaken. If the party left the country and remained out
of it until the close of the war, unless on business of an open,
pacific nature, and if he failed to return to it, after being
required to do so, these were taken as overt acts of hostility,
sufficient to authorize sequestration and forfeiture. There
could be but one rule prescribed, which must be broad
enough to embrace the whole class of offenders, and while
hostilities were being carried on, exceptions could not be
applied, and when a state of war no longer existed and the
country assumed regular and settled forms of government,
it so happened that the individual states retained the whole
power of remission, and these were not recognized in diplo-
matic relations, nor could they separately form treaties with
foreign governments, or even enter into negotiations. There
was no mode of remission or restitution except by individual
application to the states; and here the fundamental rules of
government had been settled with so much precision and
exactness, as to prohibit the legislative department of the
governments from granting restitution of the forfeited
estates. The poverty of the states and the excited feelings
of the people on the subject of the war, rendered any appli-
cation for recompense entirely hopeless; and it would have
been found very difficult to settle upon any rule for granting
relief except that of mere grace and favor, and no refugee
of that day could be found bold or craven enough to put
his Ioyalty to that severe test. There were cases in which
restitution, remission or recompense could not be asked for
with even a remote prospect of success, and which, certainly,
could not be granted without violating the plainest princi-
ples of justice.

The judicial tribunals of the country have always been
open to appeals for legal redress, and the legislative depart-
ment of the state governments has never interfered, and
indeed it could not have done so with any effect, being pro-
hibited by the fundamental law. The title to the lands in
one county and part of another, in this state, held under the
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The American congress fulfilled its treaty stipulations to
the letter, but its messages met with a cold and silent recep-
tion from the several states when they spoke of surrendering
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