Historian’s Notes:  please see http://www.wolfensberger.org/pages/543123/index.htm
And see:  2 new postings of the Wolfensberger genealogies 1 = WFA Family Data file, always looking for corrections:

http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=wfafamilyfile
And the Swiss ancestry found in:  http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=myrnabl-swissa1
Recently, while organizing archival files, I was able to update the following information.  Files from Rudi (Rudolf Wolfensberger, Robert J. Wolfenbarger, Wolf Wolfensberger, Larry Jones, Raymond Bell, and Myrtle Braun, plus original documents with notations provided items that have previously, perhaps, been overlooked in our newsletters.  You will find the notes in bold print of special interest since they seem to be “new” in this reporting. 

The Wolfensberger families found in the United States of America, originate primarily from "relatives" whose link with the original families of Switzerland was not discernable, but who, however, were definitely descendants of the original families.  This break in known pedigree occurred at about 1550 - Jakob Wolfensberger.  This database shows two Mr. Wolfensberger's prior to Jakob, and links him to Hans von Wolfensberg.  This was a calculated connection made by our founder.  We have no specific proof of the connection.  

Most of the data in the WFA family database regarding the original Wolfensberger family of Switzerland was obtained from the "DEUTSCH-SCHWEIZERISCHES GESCHLECHTERBUCH" vol 4, and the "DEUTSCHES GESCHLECHTERBUCH" Vol 65, both edited by Dr. jur Bernhard HOERNER as published in 1929, C. A. Starke, Verlag, and the "WOLFENSBERGER FAMILY OF SWITZERLAND" as shown on film 1181673 item 16 pages 1 thru 342 from the L D S Genealogy Library of Salt Lake City, UT, not allowed for interlibrary loan, due to the publisher's copyright restrictions.  Only two known original texts that we know of in the USA besides those found in libraries.  CD copies now available from the publisher.  A translation into English was mentioned in the last newsletter.

In the introductory pages of the text, it is stated that the name Wolfensberger, and its derivitives "came from two 'farms' named Wolfensberg, within the two communities of Baeretswil and Bauma. Knight Baldebrecht de Wolfsberg was buried at the Monastary Rueti, with others of his generation." [translation by Werner Kraus, (1926- ?), of Stuttgart-Weilimdorf, Germany, and of Canada, and of USA in 1959.

!An exerpt from the Introduction of the " WOLFENSBERGER FAMILY OF SWITZERLAND" by Dr. jur Bernhard Hoerner is as follows: (translated by Willard Rolland Wolfinbarger, deceased, and brother of Myrtle Wolfinbarger Braun, also deceased, who was a prominent USA genealogist.  This information given to MBL by his neice, prior to her death.  The translation was abbreviated by L.M. Jones:)
!"The numerous and scattered WOLFENSBERGER family has derived its name from the settlement Wolfesberg or Ober Wolfsberg near Bauma and Baeretswil in Switzerland. These communities are about 25 km at 95 degrees from Zurich. Many of the family migrated to the town of Wetzikon and the village of Ettenhausen. Wetzikon is about 10 km southwest of Bauma and Ettenhausen is very near to Wetzikon. The word Wolfesberg means "Mount of the Wolf" (or she wolf). Some of  the earliest written forms of  the name are WOLFENSPERGER or WOLFENSBERGER. This later took on many different spellings (20 plus variations). 

!The Castle Wolfsberg stood on a steep hill at the village Ober Wolfsberg which is near Bauma and Baeretswil. This castle is listed in the "Zurich Book of Castles" and was the home of the Noble Knight of the same name, Knight Baldebert [=shortened and Americanized version of his title] [The original spelling: " Knight BALDEBRECHT de  WOLFSBERG" from 1233 to 1259. He was from Rapperswil and a subject of Griefenberg, a possession of the Counts of Rapperswil, who held feudal tenure from St. Gallen. Knight BALDEBRECHT de Wolfsberg and probably others of his family endowed the Monastery at Ruti. The family Coat of Arms was held in this Monastry and many of the family now there lay buried.  The use of "von" or "de" as part of the Surname, indicated "Aristocracy", and should always be included as the entire surname:  i.e., de Wolfsberg, would be the correct Surname/last name, as is von Wolfensberg, for the Surname of Herman von Wolfensberg. [research by Rudi Wolfensberger]

!(This Knight BALDEBRECHT, seems to have been the beginning of the WOLFENSBERGER family. Knight BALDEBRECHT may have received his Knighthood from leading a group on one of the Crusades to the Holy Land.) LMJones

!Herman von WOLFENSBERG was slain in the Battle of Morgarten fighting the Swiss, while serving Duke Leopold of Austria. Dorthea von WOLFENSBERG was married to Walter von SCHALCHEN in 1316. Noble von HENWIL leased his home to his sons von WOLFENSBERG for a rental of 2 pounds annually from 1393 through 1394. and from then on for 2 mutt and 1 malter. Hof Wolfsberg was leased from 1432 to 1438, by the Monastery Ruti to Konrad SENN. While Hans von WOLFENSBERGER was in residence at Wolfsberg he served as a witness in a tithing case between Oswald KUNDIG of Wallenwil and Boszart von Hornen in the district of Bauma. It appeared that in 1439 Hof Wolfsberg was freed from the monastery Ruti, as from that time on there were no tax entries in the local tax books on that property.

[Per Dr. Rudolf Wolfensberger, of Solothurn, Switzerland in 1999, it may now be noted that one cannot find any monastaries in Switzerland, since they were outlawed after the religious conflicts following the era of Reformation. ( Dr. Wolfensberger, also did the research which gave us the correct spelling of our "Knight Baldebrecht de  Wolfsberg".)  The  "DEUTSCH-SCHWEIZERISCHES GESCHLECHTERBUCH" shows predominantly Evangelical Lutheran descendants with Catholic individuals very specifically noted, and rare in quantity in this text.  MBL2006]

!A few years later, the old Zurich War broke out. Therefore it is understandable that the inhabitants in that area, through the development of the rights of citizenship, attempted to guard and protect the City of Zurich. Among the admissions was Hans WOLFENSBERGER, the weaver, admitted on Wednesday after Corpus Christi Day, 22 June 1446. At about this time the traces of the individual Rapperswil von WOLFESBERG became more and more difficult to find, and in their place is seen more of the related name WOLFENSBERGER." 

!The WOLFENSBERGER Coat of Arms was established before 1500. It is red with a silver wolf on three green hills. A silver wolf's head with red and silver cape was on a blue helmet.

!The following has been added by Lawrence M. Jones, after a visit with Heini and Robert WOLFENSBERGER in Bauma, Switzerland on 15-16 March 1994. 

"!The castle was on a fortified hill where the WOLFENSBERGFER ancestors would probably go in times of attack. Heini and I went to the village of Ober Wolfsberg which is about 3 km north of Bauma. The castle probably was located on a flat top hill with steep slopes on all sides. There was nothing remaining of the castle or fortress. The flat top area was about 96 feet in a north-south direction and about 66 feet in a east-west direction. The steep slopes around the castle are now heavily wooded. To the south the slope continues until it reaches the River Toss about one km away. The earth was relatively free of rock, therefore the top could have been easily flattened. It was probably from the River Toss that attacks on the castle took place. About .4 km to the north of the castle location there is another small hill. It is suspected that this small hill is where the Wolfsberg communication point was located.   Heini has three maps on a wall of his home. These maps were dated in the 12th and 13th century and they showed Wolfesberg as being a communication point. There were several other communication points in Switzerland all being 15 to 50 km apart. The village of Ober Wolfsberg now consists of three or four farm homes with their barns." LM Jones

[The Wolfensberger Family Association erected a Memorial at the above listed castle site, on 9/28/2001, see http://www.wolfensberger.org/pages/543127/bauma1.htm   MBL]

The referenced publications by Dr. jur Bernhard Hoerner were funded by Jakob WOLFENSBERGER the father of Heini and Robert WOLFENSBERGER of Bauma, Switzerland.  Research was done primarily by "Paul Wolfensberger of Zuerich, as the major compliler, with notable assistance from:   Joseph Stocker, (a theology student who researched the Catholic Wolfisperg branch in Aargau and Lucerne;  Franciscan Father Paul Wolfensperger, an Alsatian, who researched the Alsatian line, and Friedrich Wolfensberger, (1892-1959),father of Wolf Wolfensberger".  (The quoted information was provided by Wolf Wolfensberger, of Syracuse, New York, USA, in 1994.)  Heini Wolfensberger was the CEO of Wolfensberger AG, a factory that produces castings in specialty metals. It is the largest factory in Bauma.

Credit must also be given to Robert WOLFENSBERGER as he currently is the geneologist of the family in Switzerland. Robert has placed all of the Wolfensberger family of Switzerland on four large pedigree roll charts, all from the referenced Geschlechterbuchs.  The WFA has copies of these charts.  (Lawrence M. Jones entered most of the foregoing data as shown with an exclamation mark at the beginning of the paragraph/s, as founding President and Historian of the Wolfensberger Family Association.  He compiled this database from member's files until 2003 when Myrna B. Liddell became the historian.)

If you have any copies of documents which could be added to our archival collection, please send them to us via email or mail.  We intend to bind our documentations into books, for publication to the membership for the cost of the binding and copied materials.  They will be bound with the coil spring binding, allowing for additions.  We expect to be collecting materials for the next few years.  Binding will occur in sequences, Volume 1, etc.

Thank you, again.  Comments welcome.

myrnabl@whidbey.com
Myrna B. Liddell

2747 Parkwood Dr

Langley, WA 98260

360-321-4971

