
Heini Wolfensberger, a lifetime member 
of the WFA Board of Directors and student of 
the family’s Swiss origins in and around Bauma, 
died March 7, 2007, in the Swiss mountains of
his beloved Zurcher Oberland. He was 79 and 
had been a board member since the origins of the 
Wolfensberger Family Association, less than a 
decade ago.

His wife, Irene, and four children survive 
him.

Few students of the family’s history 
knew of his long and devoted stewardship to the 
family’s origins. Former WFA President Bob 
Wolfenbarger met Heini and his family in 1962. 
They had searched unsuccessfully for the 
foundations of the original family castle 
somewhere on the OberWolfsberg, the three-peak 
hill depicted on the family’s flag.

“I traveled to Bauma from the German 
city where I was based in the U.S. Army, in the 
weeks before I was to redeploy to the states.  I 
went to see if there was any connection between 
our American family and the Swiss family.”

“At that time, my American family 
strongly believed we were German – not Swiss –
and had conducted several searches for the 
Wolfenbarger family along the Rhine,” said 
Wolfenbarger.

In Germany, he met a genealogist on the 
staff of the Rhineland-Pfaltz state government –
a Dr. Fritz Braun – and visited Heini in the 
weeks before he was scheduled to return to the 
U.S.. Earlier, Braun had written a German-
language history of passengers aboard The Thistle 
of Glasgow,  the 1730 vessel that brought our 
original ancestors to this country.

Braun told me that he didn’t believe the 
family was German, and showed me a brief 
pamphlet history listing a family of 
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The Board of Directors was elected by the membership 
unanimously.  There are no changes to the 2006 list except 
that Al Creasy has stepped down as our worthy treasurer 
and Bill Wolfinbarger has stepped down from the board.

We want to thank both gentlemen for their attentive 
service to our family organization.  It can’t be done without 
our volunteers.  Their selfless hours of time spent doing 
business for the association has helped make it what it is 
today.  

As you have read elsewhere, Heini Wolfensberger, an 
honorary life member, will be sorely missed.  The vision of 
Heini, Bob and Larry brought this association into reality. 
We all mourn this loss to our extended family.  A special 
thanks to Bob Wolfenbarger for writing such a nice 
obituary.

We should also make special mention of Al Creasy’s 
service as Treasurer.  Al has served as Treasurer for WFA 
now for over seven years.  He has kept the WFA fiscally 
sound over these years and without him, we wouldn’t have 
been able to be successful in publishing this newsletter, 
maintaining our website, purchasing our family items and 
most notably, the Memorial in Bauma.  Thanks Al from 
all of us!!!
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Wolfensberger Family Memorial Dedication - 2003
From left to right, Irene Wolfensberger, Heini 
Wolfensberger, Robert Wolfenbarger, Max 
Wolfensberger.
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continued from page 2
Wash and Mary had at least 6 children all born in 
Grainger County.  Their dates of birth are from 
George's Civil War pension: John C. born 12 May 
1867, Joseph F. born 9 Jan 1869, Dora J. born 14 
Dec 1870, William Pryor born 23 Oct 1872, James 
Franklin born 9 Jan 1875, and Jesse Henderson 
born 23 Mar 1878. I have been able to trace three of 
their sons. 
William was going by Pryor on the 1880 Grainger 
County census. He married Viola. William and 
Viola had one daughter Laurel born 12 Sep 1904 
and died 16 May 1909. William died on 16 Jan 
1910. Both he and Laurel are buried in the Acuff 
cemetery. The WFA Rootsweb database has him 
the child of Jacob Wolfenbarger and Louisa Jones 
which is incorrect. 
James Franklin married Annie about 1908. They 
lived in Knox County, Tennessee and may have 
been married there. They had at least five (5) 
children: Robert, Maude, Bertha, Herbert and 
Edith. His full name is from his WWI Draft 
Registration. 
Jesse Henderson was married at least twice. His first 
marriage was to a woman named Lucy. His second 
to a woman named Cleo. His full name is from his 
WWI Draft Registration. 
Matilda J. Wolfenbarger was born in December 
1840. She married Leroy Clark on 18 Feb 1858 in 
Grainger County, Tennessee. Matilda has been 
confused with Mary W. Wolfenbarger. Matilda and 
Leroy left Grainger County shortly after the birth of 
their son William in November 1858 and went to 
Roane County and then to Loudon County. 
Matilda and Leroy had at least nine (9) children: 
William, Mary Jane, Elizabeth, Sarah "Sally", John, 
Eugene A., Lee Roy, Matilda J. and Maggie. I have 
been able to trace three of their sons. 
William married Julia, surname unknown, about 
1885. They had at least seven (7) children: Cora, 
Fanny B., Robert A., William Jr., John W., Charley 
D. and Hobert. 
Eugene A. was born on Oct. 12, 1870 in Loudon 
County, Tennessee. He married a woman named 
Minnie J., surname unknown. They had at least 
eight (8) children: Annie E. who married Joseph 
cont. page 5
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This is how my mind still sees you
O castle of fathers mine

--And yet, you have long vanished,
and the plough has drawn furrows upon you.

Be fertile, oh dearest earth;
I bless you with deep emotion,

Yea, twice-fold will I bless
Whoever will plough your ground.

Now I gather myself together;
With the lyre in my hand

I will roam across the earth,
And sing from land to land.

This poem has always reminded me of our two 
castle sites in Switzerland.  The site of one (on the 
lower Wolfsberg) is indeed surrounded by shady 
forest, and once must have risen above it; on the 
other one (on the upper Wolfsberg) grass grows, 
and cattle can now graze there.

-

Editor’s note:  Thanks Wolf for such a lovely poem 
that does remind us of our family’s castle site.





The Wolfensberger Family mugs have been 
received from the manufacturer.  We are sorry 
for the delay in shipping them out.  There was a 
delay in approving the artwork and Buzz Evans’ 
hospital stay.  It took longer than expected to 
receive them.  Buzz reports that he has 
inspected the mugs for damage and is in the 
process of filling orders.  Thanks for your 
patience!!!!

Editor’s Note:  The 
new mugs order 
will have one 
correction:  The 
spelling in the back 
of the mug will be 
corrected to read: 
Wolfensberger 
Family Association.
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