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The Wolfensberger Family Castle:

Is It Lost Without a Trace?

The Wolfensberger family traces its Swiss ancestry back some 700 years to a more peaceful era of European history. Family history traces our origins to a storied knight in service to Austria, perhaps one without shining armor. For most of our history, members of the family lived on a sloping mountain just outside Bauma, the Wolfsberg or Wolfensberg.

A colorful 1566 map of northern Zurich Canton depicts the mountain, the family crest, and nearby hilltop fortresses believed to be very much like the Wolfensberger’s castle. There is speculation that perhaps castles were on two sites on the mountain.

But what did our “castle” really look like? Did it bear any resemblance to the storied castles of Europe like those on the bend of the Rhine?

What was it used for, who lived there, and what did they do for a living? 

Were there really two sites on the mountain or just one?

Many questions remain about the Wolfensberger fortress, whose presence is noted by a stone memorial dedicated by the WFA in 2001. Long vanished from the site, the fortress may look like the one-story timbered structure topped by a tower, which is depicted in the medieval canton map. Or it may have been larger and made of stone.

Truth is, the onetime castle’s appearance is a matter of speculation. As far as is known, no traces of the original structure remain. Why? Timber would have rotted away within a few centuries and neighboring farmers may have taken stones from the deserted  site to build their homes.

 In an effort to learn more about the castle and its inhabitants, the Board of Directors of the WFA this year commissioned a team of board members to launch a research project to gain a better understanding of the structure and our ancestors.

“Our mission is to learn much more about the castle and what our ancestors did there in medieval days,” said Bob Wolfenbarger, chair of the research committee.

Heading the research project are former WFA President Wolfenbarger of Summit, N.J., board members Dr. Reudi Wolfensberger, an attorney from Solothurn, Switzerland; Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger, a Syracuse University professor who is a native of Germany, and Wendell Wolfenbarger O’Reilly, an attorney from Chattanooga, TN, who ia a keen student of history and speaks German.

Supplementing the board committee, is Professor Roger Sablonier, a Zurich University professor of medieval history (and native of the Bauma area) as well as a history graduate assistant, who has volunteered to assist the WFA committee.

Bauma’s official historian, Herr Walter Sprenger, identified the most likely castle site as one of three peaks of the Wolfensberg. It is flat but circular, about the length of a football field, and flat. A feature of the site is a moat surrounding the peak, which may or may not have been filled with water to protect the castle.

A map giving instructions to drive to the site from the Bauma Town Hall is available from the community’s tourist bureau . 

At right (NOTE: BUZZ you can decide where to put the picture) is an aerial photograph of a portion of the sprawling Wolfensberg and the rectangular shape of the memorial site. 

“I hope we can shed some light on what life was like in the castle, explained Ruedi Wolfensberger. “We may never know what this building looked like,” he continued, “but it may be very much like other medieval castles in the area.”

One neighboring castle on the other side of Bauma is the Alt Landenberg fortress, which like the structure on the Wolfensberg, has also vanished.

“I’m pleased that we can get some expert help from a medieval history specialist like Prof. Sablonier,” said Wolf Wolfensberger. “We have a lot of questions about how our ancestors may have lived.”

Our goal is to write a history of the castle and what life was like within its walls.

