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Wolfensberger Immigrants to the US

A close reading of the massive number of entries for the Wolfensberger family in the
Deutsche Geschlechterbuch by Koerner (1929) disclosed that there were several immigrants of
our clan to the US of which we do not seem to have information. They are the following.

1. Karl Heinrich Wolfensperger, born 9 February 1824 in Sternenberg (northeast of
Bauma), died from drowning in New York City on 4 July 1850 (Independence Day) (p. 730). He
may not have left any progeny.

2. A Heinrich Wolfensberger, born in Unterwetzikon, Canton Ziirich (near Bauma) 26
November 1850, emigrated to America, and became an American citizen. He apparently still
lived in 1894 when Wetzikon released him from his citizenship there (Koerner, 1929, p. 343).

3. Rudolf Wolfensberger, born 26 March 1828 in Ettenhausen, Canton Ziirich,
Switzerland, was a turner and mechanic who migrated in 1848 or 1849 as a young man to
Madison, Indiana, where he died 28 July 1849 (p. 612). He may have been too young to have
been married and have heirs.

4. A brother and sister Wolfensberger born in Oberstrass, Canton Ziirich, Switzerland,
niece and nephew respectively of the above Rudolf, migrated to the US, apparently before 15
October 1873. The sister was Susanna Sophie, born 5 December 1852, who on 15 October 1873
married a Ludwig Griebel (sounds like another Swiss immigrant family) from Independence,
Missouri. There might therefore be Wolfensberger descendents with the name Griebel. The
brother, Johann Philipp, was younger, born 1 October 1859, and died in the German hospital in
New York City on 4 April 1896. He may have been in the military there (p. 614). Being 36
years old when he died, he may very well have had a wife and children.

5. Yet another Heinrich Wolfensberger, born 2 April 1852, locksmith in Wallenstadt,
Switzerland, but citizen of Bauma, migrated to the US with his wife Maria Anna Lehmann from
Canton Bern, and their five Swiss-born children:

Maria Ida, born 10 February 1879, married in the US

Johann Heinrich, born 23 November 1881, married in the US

Karl, born 6 February 1883

Otto, born 29 November 1884

Maria, born 11 February 1887 (p. 494).

One would think that these five children must have left progeny behind.




