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Wolfensberger Immigrants to the US

Most of the members of the Wolfensberger Family Association trace their ancestry back the Johannes and Anna Margaretha who came to America on the Thgistle of Glasgow in 1730 and settled in what is now Lancaster County, Penna.  But there may be some who can claim kinship to other Wolfensbergers who came after that early time.   A close reading of the massive number of entries for the Wolfensberger family in the Deutsche Geschlechterbuch by Koerner (1929) disclosed that there were several immigrants of our clan to the US of which we do not seem to have information. 

They are the following:

1. Karl Heinrich Wolfensperger, born 9 February 1824 in Sternenberg (northeast of Bauma), died from drowning in New York City on 4 July 1850 (Independence Day) (p. 730). He may not have left any progeny.

2. A Heinrich Wolfensberger, born in Unterwetzikon, Canton ZUrich (near Bauma) 26 November 1850, emigrated to America, and became an American citizen. He apparently still lived in 1894 when Wetzikon released him from his citizenship there (Koerner, 1929, p. 343).

3. RudolfWolfensberger, born 26 March 1828 in Ettenhausen, Canton ZUrich, Switzerland, was a turner and mechanic who migrated in 1848 or 1849 as a young man to Madison, Indiana, where he died 28 July 1849 (p. 612). He may haye been too young to have been married and have heirs.

4. A brother and sister Wolfensberger born in Oberstrass, Canton Zurich, Switzerland, niece and nephew respectively of the above Rudolf, migrated to the US, apparently before 15 October 1873. The sister was Susanna Sophie, born 5 December 1852, who on 15 October 1873 married a Ludwig Griebel (sounds like another Swiss immigrant family) from Independence, Missouri. There might therefore be Wolfensberger descendents with the name Griebel. The brother, Johann Philipp, was younger, born 1 October 1859, and died in the German hospital in New York City on 4 April 1896. He may have been in the military there (p. 614). Being 36 years old when he died, he may very well have had a wife and children.

5. Yet another Heimich Wolfensberger, born 2 April 1852, locksmith in Wallenstadt, Switzerland, but citizen of Bauma, migrated to the US. with his wife Maria Anna Lehmann from Canton Bern, and their five Swiss-born children:

Maria Ida, born 10 February 1879, married in the US

Johann Heinrich, born 23 November 1881, married in the US

Karl, born 6 February 1883

Otto, born 29 November 1884

Maria, born 11 February 1887 (p. 494).

One would think that these five children must have left progeny behind.

6. Several children of Hans Heinrich Wolfensberger, of Lipperschwendi near Bauma, Canton ZUrich, migrated to the US, though not necessarily at the same time:

Johann Heinrich, born 7 May 1859


Anna, born 11 December 1862

Albert, born 12 March 1882, released from Bauma citizenship on 22 January 1920 (pp. 448-449).

Surely, these three must have left progeny.


We cannot be sure that any of the above spelled their name the same way; also they might have changed their names after immigration; and some may have left the US again before their deaths. Nevertheless, there is a good chance that some of their progeny lives now in the US, and we would like to know where they are.

