FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Family Association Honors its Founder, 

Former O. C. Civic Leader Lawrence M. Jones

Sept. 15 - A family with roots in the early Oklahoma Territory who traces its ancestry back to a 14th Century knight who fought in a battle to create modern Switzerland today honors the founder of its international family association.

The Wolfensberger Family Association, with 400 families in the U.S. and Europe, will recognize the contributions of Lawrence M. Jones of Oklahoma City, in a special ceremony on Saturday (9/15),

The ceremony will take place at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, January 15, 2005.  It will be held at The Springs, a unit of the long-term care center, The Fountains at Canterbury, at 1400 NW 122nd Street in Oklahoma City. 

Mr. Jones was instrumental in founding the Wolfensberger Family Association in January 1995 after interest grew in creating a group to study and publish articles about the family’s history in the U.S. and Europe. 

In this country, the family’s roots date back to 1730 when the first immigrants sailed across the Atlantic to Philadelphia. Sons of the family fought in the French and Indian War on the Pennsylvania frontier and in the American Revolution. As the frontier opened, descendants pushed westward and settled in Oklahoma in the latter years of the 19th Century, where one ancestor was a member of the territory’s supreme court.

European historians trace the family’s Swiss ancestry to a medieval knight who was a subject of the Austrian crown. A prominent member of the medieval family was killed in the Battle of Morgarten in 1315, which was crucial in winning Switzerland’s independence. Until the 16th Century, the family lived in a castle on the Wolfensberg, a mountain east of Zurich where the family originated.

Mr. Jones was active in a number of Oklahoma City civic and youth organizations. He was a co-founder of the Oklahoma City Senior Citizens’ Nutrition Center; recipient of the coveted Silver Beaver award presented by the Boy Scouts of America; and he was active in supporting Oklahoma City Beautiful, which pursues beautification plans for the city. He is retired from the former Western Electric Oklahoma City Works.

Members of the Wolfensberger Family Association will present Mr. Jones the association’s Heritage Award to recognize his founding and support of the organization. Among those from Texas and Oklahoma attending the event will be W. Frank Wolfenbarger, a certified public accountant from Irving, who will make the presentation.

#   #   #

CONTACTS:
Family contact: Reynold Jones, (405) 728-4891



WFA contact: Bob Wolfenbarger, (908) 273-7631

.

