Keep Our Story Alive

Over the next several years there will be a project to document as many of the written and oral histories as possible of the Wolfensberger Family Association.  To accomplish this task we will be collecting written stories and pictures to document the family’s history.

There are many stories that are interesting, but are lost over time.  My father told me stories about his father, hitching a wagon team and delivering mail around the farming community of Burlington Junction, Missouri, through the winter snow, summer heat, and the rain.  My mother told me stories about being raised on a dairy farm in Huntington Beach, CA, like the story about the many canaries in their cages that adorned her mother’s living room wall.  Another story, which was adamantly denied by my grandmother, but acknowledged by her children, that she rode a motorcycle through the desert while racing a train. 

There is the story about my uncle Lee jumping from the wing of a biplane while holding a parachute in his arms at barnstorming shows to get a little money.  Also, the story told by my father about his much older brothers that skated down the river many miles to visit a town, nearby in today’s terms, but quite a distance and an adventure for these young men and the by, my father, they took with them.  

In our memories we have little histories in the form of family stories that we can and should preserve for many years to come.  Some of us may remember events as far as WWI through those that have been in our current combat zones such as Macedonia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq.  These stories become vague and lose detail over time and now we wish to document them.  They are interesting, they are true, and many of them funny.  Grandma did what?!

These stories will be compiled into a single publication and made available for the Wolfensberger Family Association membership for the cost of publishing the final product.  All submissions should be about 500 words (one type written page), but shorter stories are welcome and longer stories would be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Some stories just cannot be shortened.  Multiple stories from the same submitted are welcome.  Stories should have a photograph to accompany it, but if pictures are not available those stories are welcome also.  If stories are accompanied with photographs, the stories’ photographs cannot be returned.  The stories and photographs that are provided become the property of the publication editor.  Stories and pictures cannot be returned, so please send photograph quality copies.  Photographs can be submitted in printed form or in digital form as a JPEG or GIF file.  Other electronic graphic files must be coordinated to insure compatibilities.  Stories and pictures can be sent to the publication editor at the following address.


William F. Spargur



4561 Grandview Drive



Palmdale, CA  93551-1165



Email:  wfspar@adelphia.net 
We will, through this publication, document for the future, oral histories and stories, and preserve ourselves and our families throughout time.

