Myrtle Mae Wolfenbarger Braun,  1898-1988

“Myrtle Mae Wolfenbarger was born 29-10-1898 in Marion, KS.  She was the daughter of Serelda Chadwell & Wilkerson Hilton Wolfinbarger who moved from Cumberland Gap, TN to Caldwell, KS about 1885 with their infant first born, a daughter Margaret, bringing along with them Serelda's mother and her 10 children.  

Wilkerson drove a stage and freighted over the old Chisolm Trail, but in 1905 Serelda died leaving Wilkerson with the youngest child Willard, then Myrtle, three older sons named Isaac, Wilkerson and Peter, and the oldest child Margaret to rear alone. 

Margaret promptly married, and Myrtle's father wanted to take the older boys with him to go west to work on railroads in Colorado and Utah, so asked a neighbor, named Judge Dickerson, to find homes for his two youngest children.  Willard and Myrtle were each placed with different farm families miles apart.  They were not even in the same country school until they attended high school in town, and that was for only one year.  Mother skipped a grade and graduated early from high school then, going to Arkansas City where her aunt and uncle lived, to work as a secretary in an Ice plant.  My grandfather Henry Braun of Guthrie, OK owned an interest in that Ice plant and sent his son Heinz to audit their books.  As a result, Heinz later asked Myrtle to marry him, and move to Guthrie, OK,  where she lived the rest of her life.  Heinz was a widower with two children, and after marrying Mother, my sister Elizabeth and I (Bonnie) were born.

Having been separated from her own family at such a young age, Mother put great store in "family", and felt a need to learn more about her ancestors.  She spent years researching and gathering material, and co-authored a genealogical book on her mother's family entitled,  “Chadwell Heritage”.  All the while she was also researching her father's ancestors and had compiled voluminous files on Wolfensbergers and families with variations of the spelling, as well as Spargurs, and associated families, intending to someday publish.

Mother had corresponded with [her cousin,] Dr. Wolfenbarger in Florida and learned from him that his son Bob [Robert Joseph] in Germany was to leave there soon to return home.  She gave Bob's father the name of a genealogist in Germany with whom she had corresponded concerning my father's German ancestors, and asked that he urge Bob to contact this man to perhaps learn something about the Wolfenbargers.  Bob did meet Dr. Fritz Braun (no relation) and found that he had written his thesis about the very ship on which our early ancestor & family sailed to America - "The Thistle of Glasgow".  [see article “Auswanderer aus der Umgebung von Ludwigshafen a. Rh. auf dem Schiff "Thistle of Glasgow" 1730, by Fritz Braun.]
OUR SWISS ROOTS HAD BEEN DISCOVERED!”       author – Bonnie Aspenson

