Was the Family’s Medieval Life

A Life We’d Want to Live?

Most family members probably know the Wolfensberger clan is descended from a 14th Century knight appointed by the then-ruler of Austria, who held sway over this corner of the Zurich Oberland, east of present-day Zurich.

But few of us know much about where he lived, how he lived, and what life was like in his so-called castle of the day. We believe we know where the castle was – on the Wolfensberg in present-day Bauma – and that it probably fell into ruins in the 15th and  16th Centuries. But that’s about it.

In coming months, your family association is going to try to learn more about the lifestyle of our medieval forebears.

Maybe the story will teach us more about our roots in northern Switzerland. 

A committee of the Board of Directors expects to begin work with a professor of medieval history from the University of Zurich this summer. According to Professor Sablonier of Zurich University’s Institute of Medieval Studies, there’s a good deal of information about the life of petty nobility in these fortresses like that on the Wolfensberg where we erected a memorial in 2001.

Former WFA President Bob Wolfenbarger heads the committee, whose membership includes Dr. Rudi Wolfensberger, of Solothurn, Switzerland; Wendell J. Wolfenbarger O’Reilly, an attorney and historian from Chattanooga, and Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger, a professor at Syracuse, N. Y. We’ll ask others in Switzerland to assist us, much as we did in building our memorial four years ago.

From our studies, we hope to capture as complete a picture of our ancestors’ lives and lifestyles as possible. We know that the Wolfensberger family of Switzerland is one of the nation’s oldest families, dating back over 700 years. 

But what was the purpose of these timbered fortresses with a watchtower?

What was life like for the residents of these castles?

What did the nobility of the day do for the Austrians?

Who were the prominent members of the family? 

What caused these fortresses to be abandoned and the families scattered five centuries ago?

We’ll try to answer as many questions about the medieval Wolfensberger family as we can. But Professor Sablonier cautions that information is limited about the lives of individual families, in part because so many early members kept few records and wrote few accounts. 

The objective of this study is to write a book summarizing our findings in a German edition and an English language edition. 

The Wolfensberger memorial, for members who wish to visit it, is located in Bauma, a picturesque village of 4,000 in northern Zurich Canton. A tourist information office (Vehrkersburo) is in the Bauma town hall. Anyone planning to visit the memorial stone should ask for a driving map to the site at the tourist office.
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