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New Gravestone for First Settlers?
Help Us Pay For a New Marker

Contributions are now being
sought to build a permanent memo-
nal to the first Wolfensbergers, who
settled in the American colonies in
1730.

The memorial will be built at
the Pennsylvania gravesite of John
(Johannes) Walfersberger and his
wife, Anna Margaretha Ensminger.

Originally we considered sim-
ply replacing the weathered and un-
readable sandstone headstone of
Anna Margareilia in lhe Lutheran
Cemetery in Schaefferstown, Pa.

But at the annual meeting of
our associztion, it was suggested we
consider a combination memorial
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stone for John and foot stone for
Margaretha.

Two Bids

We've now designed the stone
and received two price quotations
for stones of Vermont granite, Low
bid is $1,280, including the stones’
installation. As we envision it, the
memorial stone will be placed five
feet from the present sandstone
headstone, leaving the weathered
stone in place.

The memorial stone for John
will be 32" wide by 44" high by 8"
thick. Lettering will face the same
direction as the lettering on the pre-
sent stone. The two stones will be
set approximately five feet apart.

Currenily, we have o total@f .. -

This could be the memorial to
the first Wollensbergers who ar-
rived in America in 1730. Dona-
tians will replace a weathered
sandstone headstone with a per-
manent granite memaorial.

To Contribute, Simply
Send a Personal Check

Please make your check
payable to the Wolfensberger Fam-
ily Association,

Send your check to:

Mr. Lawrence M. Jones

6400 N. Ann Arbor Terr.

Oklahoma City OK 73132

If you have questions, please
call Lamry aL{-II 5’};2;1-4

T
- - -‘;

$417.67 in contributions from 11
different family members, or about
$20 from each contributor.

In order to raise the cost of cre-
ating and installing the stones, we
need additional support. We would
appreciate any contributions to this
historic family site.

Appeal To Ensmingers

In addition to this request of
Wolfensberger family members, we
are planning a direct mail appeai to
descendants of the Ensminger fam-
ily. There is always the possibility
that someone might contribute §500
or 51,000.

In return for a 1,500 contribu-
tion, we'll place the name of the
contributor on the back of the stone.
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A Wolfenberger Family Profile

B. J. DeLong: Short Story of My Life

( B. ). DeLong is a member of
our association as well as her

sister, Jeanneue, of Shreveport, La.,

and their nephew, Dr. James Rand
of San Antonio. 8 J lives in
Jefferson City, Mo. with her
hushand, Joseph, owner of a sicel
fahricating company and ather
husinesses. )

I was bomn Josephine Louise

Meyer on October 6, 1923 in
Sheridan, Wyoming, My mother
was Thelma Louise Backus and my
father was William Sylvester
Meyer. He was the oldest son of
Barbara Wolfenberger, the eldest
chiid of William Sylvester
Waolfenberger, later a Justice of the
Oklahoma Supreme Court.

My father was a World War |
veteran who was seriously injured
in the war and was being treated at
the Veterans Hospital at Sheridan.
My mother was a Harvey girl who
worked at Sheridan’s Harvey
House, a chain of restaurants on the
Santz Fe Railroad . Two daughters
were born to this marmage:
Jeannette, homn July 9, 1922, and
me,

The Santa Fe tracks also ran
through Arkansas City, Kans.,
where my father worked at Beard's
Foundry with Grover Hargrove,
with whom he later went into the
plumbing business. My father’s
business was housed in a building
that had rental rooms above. When
my father had to be readmitted to
the Veterans hospital, my mother
stayed on in Arkansas City, where
she worked at the Harvey House
and rented a room from G. C.

Hargrove. My sister, Jeannetre,
moved to live with my father’s
parents in Mena, Ark.

Since [ needed day care and the

Hargroves had only one daughter
six years older than [, he suggested
that his wife, Iva, care for me while
my mother worked.

I was 23 months old at the
time. My first memory is of feeling
s0 secure in the arms of Grover
Hargrove. The Hargroves had cats,
doys, cows, a beautiful rose garden,
fruit orchard and a large vegetable
garden. ! remember spending time
out-of-doors following G. C.
everywhere.

When | was four, my mother

moved to Wichita, Kans., where she

became ill. She begged the

Hargroves to continue caring for me

until she retumed. Just belore |
started kindergarten, the Hargroves
tried unsuccessfully 1o locate my
mother.

The Hargroves knew it would
be difficult for me to be reared by
the Hargroves and carry my real
name, so they applied for adoption
and decided to change my name to
Betty Jo Hargrove.

Family Yalues
Growing up on the Hargrove's
large farm in Severt, Kans., [

leamed the values of work, honesty,

goal setting, responsibility and
being part of a team. [ was a fairly
good student and participated in
many activitzes, Among other
things, | was crowned school queen
and voted the most likely to
succeed in my 1941 high school
graduating class. After high school,

I went to Wichita where [ attended
Wichita Business College and
worked at a dress shop as World
War [l unfolded.

Since this was wartime, |
decided [ should have my birth
certificate. Mom and Dad Hargrove
mtervened for me, helping to
explain my adoption. In Wyoming,
we found my original certificate
with my real name, Josephine
Louise Meyer. At our request,
Wyoming issued a second birth
certificate. [ was now Betty Jo
Hargrove.

InWichita, [ met Frederich
Joseph DeLong. At the time. he
was a foreman but would soon
become Superintendant of Cessna
Atrcraft in Hutchinson, We met in
December, were engaged in
February and planned to marry in
June of 1942, -

Picture Like Me

In April, I received a letter at
home with a picture of someone
who looked very much like me. She
wore a queen’s gown and a crown.
The letter was signed by my sister,
Jeannette Meyer, who lived with
her grandmother in Arkansas. She
had located me through the
superintendant of mails of Arkansas
City.

My sister and grandmaother had
been able to find me because they
stayed in touch with the wife ofa
the bookkeeper in Dad’s plumbing
business. Jeannette alsa located our
real mother (who now called herself
Lois) in Sonoma, Cal. The two of
them came to Hutchinson to visit us

{Canrtinuwed on page 4)
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By Larry lones

One of my favonte cousins is
Margaret, or "Maggie”, Wolfin-
barger of Irvine, Kentucky.

Born August 19, 1902, in Wa-
gersville in Estill County, Ken-
tucky, Maggie lived the greater part
of her life in the Esull County com-
munity of lrvine.

She is the daughter of Peter
Abraham Welfinbarger, born 1862,
who was the son of Peter Wolfin-
barger, born [840.

He was the son of Joseph
Woelfenbarger, born 1819; who was
the son of Peter Amos Wolfen-
barger, bomn 1 796.

Peter Amos, in tum, was the
son of Peter Wolfenbarger, bom
1752; the son of John Wolfers-
berger, Jr., born about 1730 in the
Alsace region of today's France.

Maggie is one of ten children
born to Peter Abraham Wolfin-
barger and Susan Parrott. OF these
children, the only survivors are
Maggie and two sisters, Mary Ed-
wards, born 1896, and Ora Kirby,
bom 1914,

Climb To Schoel

Maggie went to a small school
in Estill County's Barnes Mountain.
To reach school, she had to walk --
or more accurately, climb -- 14
miles a day, holding onto rocks
along the pathway.

After graduation from high
scheol, Maggie went on to Ken-
tucky's Berea College and Bowling
Green University. Her first job was
as a teacher at the Harris School on

She’s My Favorite Cousin:
Miss Maggie of Irvine, Ky.

Bames Mountain. Later she became
the assistant postmaster for
Ravenna, Kentucky. She later be-
came postmaster for Ravenna, serv-
ing until 1933, and subsequently
worked in the sheriff"s office.

In 1941, at the suggestion of
her brother, Maggie took the politi-
cal plunge, announcing her candi-
dacy for the office of Estill County
Court Clerk.

Prayerful Campaign

Maggie’s style of campaigning
was unusual, to say the least. In her
first campaign, she visited every
home in the county. At each house,
she'd stop and say a little prayer
with each family. For her part, she
prayed she'd be able to persuade
each voter to vote for her,

The prayers apparently worked.
Winning by a landslide in her first
campaign, Maggie went on 1o hold
office for four decades until her re-
tirement.

Leaving public office, Maggie
warked in her brother's law office
for a period of seven years. Overall,
Maggic has given over a half cen-
tury of public service to the people
of Estill County.

Currently, Miss Maggie is am-
bulatory but has all of her faculties,

Everyone in Irvine and Estill
County knows and respects Miss
Magge,

I consider it a great honor that [
have been able to visit Maggie sev-
eral times and called her often. Per-
haps the reason [ love Maggie so
much is that she reminds me of my
mother in 50 many ways.

Reports From The
1995 Wolfensberger
Family Reunions

Wolfenbarger-Waolfinbarger
Reunion. In this first-ever reunion
for this family, 77 people came
together in June in Seneca, Mo,
Attendees came from Missour,
Okiahoma, Kansas, Arkansas,
Oregon, Washington and Texas.

This year’s coordinator was
Anna Ruth Crabtree. Coordinator
at the next reunion in 1597 will be
Anna Ruth Crabtree, with
agsistance by Karen Puckett and
Lang Franks.

* L

Wolfenbarger Reunion. Fifty-
one descendants of Huey
Wolfenbarger met in Grainger
County, Tenn., in June,

Reunion coordinator was
Denna Long. Another reunion is
planned at the same time and place
in 1996.

.
LI

Wolfenbarger Reunion.
Fifty-one people attended this
reunion in Bastrop, Tes., in July.
An auction was held to raise money
for the maintenance of the
Wolfenberger Cemetery.

This year's reunion coordinator
was Vernon Osborn, Next year's
coordinator will be Clodie Nell
Wyatt.

(If the coordinators of other
reunions wish to report news of
their reunions, please contact Larry
Jones, Association Director, at
{405) 721-4383)




“

Derntied a Pensiorn at 81

Revolutionary Soldier: Peter Wolfinbarger,
Patriarch of The Tennessee Wolfenbargers

By Shirley Sutphen

Peter Wolfinbarger, patriarch
of the Tennessee famiiy, served in
the American Revolution®s waning
days while word was getting arcund
about Lord Cornwallis® surrender to
George Washington at Yorktown in
I7HI.

But at the age of 81, his appli-
cation for a veleran’s pension was
rejected, apparently due to a ¢lassic
burearcratic mixup.

Peter Wolfinbarger was born
about 1752 in Pennsylvania, proba-
bly in Lebancn County, the son of
John Wolfersberger, Jr. and Hannah
Summer. Peter is thus the grandson
of the original emigrants John

How To Reach Your Dire

{Johannes) Wolfersberger and Anna
Margaretha Ensminger.

By the beginming of the Revo-
lubonary War, Peter Waolfinbarger
had mowved from Pennsylvania to
the Appalachian foothiils of
Shenandoah County, Virginia.

There he met and married Su-
sanna Miller {daughter of Jacob and

Barbara Miller'Mueller ) in 1773,
and they had the first of their ten
small children during the early
years of the American Revolution.

Evaded Active Service

As a young father, Peter suc-
cessfully -- and legally -- evaded
active service until the last days of
the war,

According to Peter's pension
i{ Va. R11770 ) application, submit-
ted in 1832 when he was 81, Peter
was actually drafted three times into
rebel forces, each time for three
months’ service. The first two litnes
he hired substitutes. an acceprable
procedure in Revolutionary War
times. It was not unusual for men

with responsibilities at home to hire
substitutes to serve.

The third time Peter accepted
the draft call. He served under a
Capt. Darby in Col. John Tipton's
Regiment. This must have been in
1781, because while his regiment
was marching toward Richmond,
Peter learned of Comwallis' surren-
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Revolutionary Vet Shortchanged In Snarl

(Comtinued from page 4)
der from a victorious colonial sol-
dier returning from battle,

As a result, Peter was honor-
ably discharged and credited with a
full three months” service, although
he probably served less time.

In 1750, Peter moved 1o Green-

brier County, Virgima (now West
Virgima). Apparently Peter’s wife,
Susanna, died at about this time, al-
though 1t isn"t known where she
was buried.

On Feb. 27, 1807, Peter mar-

ried his second wife, Milly Hanson,

apparently in Lee County, Virginia.
Six vears later, Peter hived in Knox
County, Tenn. At the time, Knox
County included Grainger County
and several other counties.

Peter applied for his Revolu-
tionary War pension on August 24,
1832, He signed his application
with a mark, meaning he was un-
able to read or write.

Bureaucracy Steps In

Then the early American bu-
reaucracy stepped in.

Manths later, he learned his
pension request had been rejected
on |7 Dec 1832 The official rea-
son was because the Knox County

Clerk did not “use an official seal of

office” on the pension request. A
review of the original application
includes this statement:

“I William Swan, Clerk of the
Circuit Court of Said County of
Knox and State of Tennessee do
hereby certify that the foregoing

Court is a Court Record. In Testi-
many which [ have hereunto set my
hand and private seal, having no
seal of office at office in Knoxville
this 25th Day of August [832."

As a result, a bureaucratic re-
quiremnent for an official seal,
{apparently one wasn't available),
kept 81 year-old Peter Wolfinbarger
from drawing his deserved Revolu-
tionary War pension,

Itis believed thart Peter died in
1534 in Knox County, although his
burial site has never been located,

No information is available ei-
ther about the death and burial of
his second wife, Milly, with whom
he had six more children.

Many of Peter’s 16 children
sertled in Eastern Tennessee, Most
of Peter’s descendents spelled their
name as Wolfenbarger, including
my ancestor, Joseph Wolfenbarger
(fourth child of Peter and Susanna).

He married Nancy when the
family lived in Lee County, Vir-
ginia, Joseph and Nancy ultimately

lived in Grainger Coumty.

First Family
Peter and Susanna were the
parents of the following children:

Susan, bom about 1775
in Woodstock, Shenandoah
Co., Va., married Adam Fuel,
12 Apr 1791,

Mary, bomn about 1776
in Woodstock, married Henry
Bamhar, 5 Apr 1795

Elizabeth, born about
1778 in Woodstock, married

contains the original proceedings of Samuel Merrit, 9 Mar 1829

the said court in the matter of the
application of Peter Wolfinbarger
Jor a pension and that the said

Joseph, bom 12 Oct
1780, in Shenandozh Co., Va,
married Nancy Hackelroad 8

Mar 1807, probably in Lee Co.
VA

Jacob, born 10 Oct
1787, married Nancy Sloan

Peter Amos, born 15
Sep 1796, Greenbrier Co, Va.,
married Nancy Dyer, [9 Dec
1815, Washbum, Tenn.

Barbara, born 1798,
married Samuel Memit, 14 Feb
[814. (Is this the same Samuel
Merrit who married Elizabeth?)

Philip, born 1799,
Greenbrier County, Va. (now
West Virginia).?

Sarah, marmed Alexan-
der Hinote in Grainger Co.,
Tenn.?

Rebecea, born about
| 802, Greenbrier Co., married
Elisha James. 7

Second Family
Peter and second wife Milly

were the parents of:

Milly, born about 1814, Lee
Co., Va., married William Beeler

Catherine, born 1816,
Grainger Ca., Tenn., married
William McWilliams

Andrew, born 1818,
Grainger Co., Tenn,, marmied Dor-
cas Murphy

Samuel, born 1 Feb 1820,
Grainger Co., Tenn., died 16 Jul
1889 in Parker Co., Tex., married
Margaret Dugan

Nancy, born 1822, married
Matthew Rhodes 2 Aug 184]

Rosanna, bon 1825, mar-
ned Matthew Rhodes 22 Feb |852.
(Is this the same Matthew Rhodes
who married Rosanna’s sister
Nancy nine years earlier)?

Question marks (7) indicate

inadequate data.
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Know Any Genealogy Software? FTAMILY TIES

Know of a good genealogy
computer software program? Or
know how to customize a program
to do one of the following tasks?

Dr. Wolf Wolfensberger, a
board member and a Syracuse Uni-
versity professor, is looking for a
program capable of performing
such functions as these:

¢ Display information on all
persons in the database of the same
first and last names.

* Print names of all people with
the same names by birth date,

 Calculate a death date when

age at death is given in terms of
years, months and days and the
birth date is known.

» Print names of people bom in
specified years or dates.

e Draw genealogy charts depict-
ing family relationships automati-
cally.

If you know such a program,
contact Wolf at his home:

(315) 446-2944,

And why not write a software
review for this newsletter? Contact
Bob Wolfenbarger at

(908) 273-7631.

Know the parents of Maria
Wolfersberger? Bom 14 Dec.
1771. Died 16 Jun 1845 in Dickin-
son Township, Cumberland
County, Pa., afler marriage to
Henry Peffer. Contact Pat Searight,
6117 Calumet Road, Amarillo, TX
79106.

Any information about the par-
ents of Mitaldia J. Wolfenbarger?
She was bom 29 Dec 1840 in
Tenn., and died on 1 Sep 1903,
Contact Gail Gardner 2948 View-
point Road, Alexandria, VA 22314

B.J. DeLong: Short Story of My Life

(Cuntinued from page 2}
the day after our marriage, June 27
1942,

It was a great reurion. We
were amazed how much we favored
each other, and our mother cried
when she realized what young
wornen we had become.

Joe and I moved to Jefferson
City, Mo, his home town, in
November 1944, There he
launched DeLong’s, Inc., a steel
fabricating business. Between 1950
and §955 we had three children. F.
Joe, Ir. is now an attorney and
President of DeLong’s., Mozelle is
also an attorney and chairperson of
the board of Metal Culverts, Inc.,
another business we passed along,
Our youngest son, Gregory Grover,
with a masters in finance, is now a
partner and representative of
Edward D. Jones of Springfield,
Mo.

Joe and I have been married 53
years and have eight grandchildren,

Joe is still chairman of the board of
Delong’s Inc. and [ am corporate
secretary.

We spend four months in
Florida where we play a great deal
of bridge. [ still play golf both in
Missouri and in Florida.

Finding My People
Through my mother and sister,

N began to find out about my “real”

people. | had always wondered and
Mom and Dad were great about
telling me as much as they knew.
They also encouraged me 1o get to
know as many relatives as possible,
Very soon [ visited Jeannette in
Mena and met grandmother Meyer.
My father at this time was in a
VA hospital in San Francisco. He
called Joe and | and sent me a letter
shortly afler we were married. [t
was my first and only conversation
with my father. He died in the
hospital at 57 in November, 1951.

through these family connections, |
ultimately met my father's brother,
Tony, who visited us in Jefferson
City. [ also met my father’s sisters,
Jeannette and Elizabeth. We have
had many visits with Lois and her
husband Pete in Sonoma.

One of the most delightful
individuals that [ visited was my
great aunt Hazel Wolfenberger, She
was grandmother Meyers’ youngest
sister, She never married and hived
in the family’s home in Muskogee,
Okla.

Haze! gave me lots of historical
data and put me in touch with Col.
Joe and Mary Wolfenberger of
Hutchinson, and Myrtle Braun, of
Guthrie, Okla.

Jeannette Kelly, my sister lives
in Shrevepon, La. Both our parents
are now deceased. Mom and Dad
Hargrove are also deceased.
Bernice, my foster sister, is now
almost 78 and lives alone in the

Through information I received family home in Arkansas City,



This newsletter is also being mailed to over 300 family descendants that are
not now members of the Wolfensberger Family Association and this letter is
addressed to them.

For many years [ had hoped that there would be a family association for our family and
any of the descendants of the Wolfensberger family of Switzerland. This family name now has
many vargtions in the spelling of its name. A few of these spelling veniations were made in
Switzerland, some in the Alsase, but mostly in America. Some of the spelling varistions are
Wolfenbarger, Wolfenberger, Wolfinbarger, Wolfinberger, Wolfersberger, Wolfersperger,
Sparger and Spargur.

Duning the last three manths of 1994 I started the organization of thas the Wolfensberger
Family Association by selecting s Board of Directors, drafting the proposed guide lines for the
association ancl getling 8 mailing list of persons to invite as members of the association. Thers are
now over 250 members in our association | was sclected as the executive director of the
asseciation which 1s a full time volunteer position. I receive no monctary compensation and
spend a lot of my money in support of the association, yet it is a job thet I enjoy.

The purpose of this organization is to provide a communication between all members of
the association with ancient family history, mone recent history and current happenings within
our family such as reunions and desths through a newsletter that is published quarterly.

It is requested that all new members provide at least three generations of their ancestors
3o that your fanmly may be tied in to the total family. Your family information will then be placed
in my computer. Every effort is then made to provide one person in each family with a pedigree
chart and a descendancy chart when desired. No charges are made for this extra service, however
a contribution to the project fund would be acceptsd. All members are invited to provide &
portion of their family history that may be used in the newsletter.

The fee for membership in the associstion is $8.00 per calendar year. This membership
fee is used in its entirety n support of the associstion. The associstion does have 4 project fund
where any person may make a contribution. This fund will be used entirely on projects, Our first
project will be the grave stone at the grave of Anna Margaretha Ensminger Wolfersberger in
Scheefferstown, PA. This stone will also be 8 memorial to the patriarch of most of the
descendants of the Wolfensberger family in Americs, Johannes Wolfersberger, the spouse of
Anna

All of the persons receiving this newsletter that are not a member of the Wolfensberger
Famly Associstion are invited to become members. As stated sbove the yearly membership is
38.00 per calendar year. All new members will receive free a five color embroidersd cloth family
badge. This badge is patterned after the Family Coat of Arms. All persons interested in their
famaly history should have these other three newsletiers. It is hoped that all new members would
join for both 1995 and 1996 which would be & total of $16.00. An spplication blank is in this
newsletter. In filling it out be sure to indicate if your membership is for 1995 and/or 1996, Those
indicating 1995 only will receive the other three 1995 nowsletters. Those indicating only 1996
will receive the four 1996 newsletters quarterly. Those indicating both 1995 and 1996 will
recetve the other three 1995 newsletters and the four quarterly 1996 newsletters when published

Sincerely, Lawrence (Larry) M. Jmu‘_f_?”‘*—'\—

Puge 7



I Register now to join the Wolfensberger Family Association, a nat-for-profit organization i, | I
whose primary purpose is to provide communications of family events, reunions and news of |
interest to members of the families descended from the Wollensberger family of Switzerland

' Name . I
Please circle the name of your family;

| Address WOLFENSBERGER |

I WOLFINBARGER !
WOL FERGER

| Telephone WOLFENBERGER |
WCLFENBARGER

. SPARGER

l Membership for 1995 _and/or 1996 SPARGUR I

I Or ather variations of the family nama l

I Piakse send check for 53,00 for @ huil yoar's mambarship in the Wollensberge: Femify Axsoclation. Make check pryable 1o the Watlensberger Famay I

Assaclation and mall with completed torm o WFA, E400 N, Ann Artbor Terr,, Okiabhoma Clry OK 73122,
o e o e oo o o s s e e e S wee s ew mmm s s e s e ]

WOLFENSBERGER FAMILY ASSOCIATION

I il
- LiF
] F

£400 Marth Ann Arbor Terraca ‘
Oklahoma City OK 73132 UL PMIG
Director, Lawrence M. Jones

(905) 721-4383 iC FEM L

WCIATION NEWSLETTER

-
LS

Revolutionar L

Want to find a lost faimiy member? Try “Family Tles", a
new column baginning this issue. We'll print your query.

OLFENSEERGER FAMILY A

1A
CL

Editor, Robent J. Wolfenbarger.

30 Harvey Drive, Summit NJ 07901
Phone: (908) 273-76331, FAX: (908) 273-7738



