


Page 2 Sept 2006

Wolfensberger Family Association
Officers & Directors - 2006

***************************
Executive Committee

W. Frank Wolfenbarger, President
Irving, Texas

Myrna Liddell, Past President & Historian
Langley, WA

Richard L. Evans, Vice President
Houston, TX

David E. Wolfersberger, Secretary
St. Louis, MO

Albert H. Creasy, Treasurer
Tryon, NC

Jon Rhan, Newsletter Editor
Londonderry, NH

Other Board Members
Mickey Burleson

Temple, TX
Gretchen Doll
Grapevine, TX

Barbara J. Jackson
Norfolk, NE

Wendell J. Wolfenbarger O’Reilly
Chattanooga, TN

Robert J. Wolfenbarger
Summit, NJ

Rudolf A. Wolfensberger
Solothurn, Switzerland
Wolf Wolfensberger

Syracuse, NY
Bill Wolfinbarger

Palo Alto, CA
Charlotte Lucas

Tulsa, OK
Honorary Life Members
Lawrence M. Jones
Oklahoma City, OK
Heini Wolfensberger
Bauma, Switzerland



Sept 2006         Page 3

for only $37.

Send your order to Al Creasy, 
Treasurer WFA 

 500 Beau Valley Lane, Tryon, NC 28782
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Charlotte Lucas, our resident researcher, has a 
question:

The WFA WorldConnect page on Rootsweb, shows 
Peter Wolfenbarger and his wife Elizabeth Fletcher 
(called Betsy) having the following children: Jacob 
born 1830, John born 1833, Mary (called Polly) 
born 25 Oct 1834, George born 1838, Frances born 
1840, Henderson born 1848, Peter Napoleon born 
1850, Simpson born 9 Apr 1851, Sarah born 1853 
and Josiah born 1857.   In adding data to this family 
I have found a problem. Census records show the 
following about this family:

1850 Lee County Virginia Census - District 31 -
Page 395B
Dwelling 1262 Family 1293
Line 9 Peter Wolfenbarger - age 40

10 Elizabeth - age 37
11 Jacob - age 20
12 John - age 17
13 Mary - age 16
14 George - age 12
15 Frances - age 10
16 Henderson - 2

1860 Hancock County Tennessee Census - The 
Four Mile District - Page 488B
Dwelling - 1136 Family 1073
Line 14 Peter Wolfenbarger - age 49

15 Elizabeth - age 46
16 John - age 26
17 Henderson - age 14
18 Simpson - age 9
19 Sary (Sarah) - age 6
20 Josiah - age 3
21 George Wolfenbarger (their married 

son) - age 21
22 Martha (their 

daughter in law) - age 23

1870 Hancock County Tennessee Census -
DistrictNo. 14 - Page 94B
Dwelling - 26 Family - 26
Line 29 Peter Wolfenbarger - age 59

30 Elizabeth - age 56
31 Simpson - 18
32 Sarah - age 16
33 Josiah - age 13

Based on the above census records, Peter and 
Elizabeth had no son named Peter. That being 
the case whose child was he? If you have any 
information concerning this family, please 
contact me. 
Charlotte Lucas - Assistant Historian - Email: 
wolfenbargers@yahoo.com

Can anyone shed more light on this 
family? I received an email from Sissy ... who 
wrote: 
"Matilda Wolfenbarger, daughter of Abner 
Wolfenbarger, born 1857 Washburn, 
Tennessee, and Minda Margaret ... born 1859, 
married a Mr. Isaac Widby aka 
Widsby/Woodsby. 
2-children...Peter (Pete) & Mary Widby/Hurst 
born in the early 1900's.
After Matilda passed on, "Pete" stayed with 
Isaac, his father. Mary was left with a "Williams" 
family in Grainger County. She was later given 
to Isaac’s sister and grew up with her family. 
Matilda had other children.  Vallen 
Wolfenbarger, Rosa Wolfenbarger, I believe 
there was another daughter. I am told they went 
by Matilda’s maiden name. Also that her 
children were related to the Grainger County 
"Williams"family.  I have her death record 
...died July 13, 1917 @ age 37. She was the 
daughter of Abner & Mindy Wolfenbarger. I 
have been told Abner & Mindy were cousins."

Please email or contact our Historian, Myrna 
Liddell: myrnabl@whidbey.com 

mailto:wolfenbargers@yahoo.com
mailto:myrnabl@whidbey.com


The photo above was taken in November 2005.  It 
shows four generations of the O. J. Wolfinbarger 
family of Blythe, California.  From left to right are:  

 O. J. is a new 
member of the association!  - submitted by Dayleen 
Wolfinbarger Miracle.

Olin J. Wolfinbarger, 78, is the oldest son of the 
late Olin and Jesse Wolfinbarger of Chino, 
California.  Olin owns and operates OJ 
Wolfinbarger hay sales.  His son, Richard, and 
grandson, Richard, Jr., work for the firm.  He has 
enjoyed living by the Colorado River in a rural 
atmosphere, which allows him to raise mules.
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100, passed away March 14, 2006 
at his home.  He was born June 27, 1905 in Yukon 
to James and Nettie (Ferguson) Spargur.  Earl 
graduated from Central high School in Yukon in 
1923 and went to work for H. E. Katchum Lumber 
Company for 12 years, also known as Yukon 
Lumber Company.  He later moved to Huntington 
Park, California in 1935 and became a sales 
manager for E. K. Wood, a large lumber 
distributor.  He remained in California for 47 years.  
He returned to his home in Yukon in 1982 at the 
age of 77.  He stated he started here in Yukon and 
wanted to finish here.  He is survived by his son 
Don Spargur and wife Carolyn of Huntington 
Beach, California; daughter Nancy Kriminger and 
husband Don of Seal Beach, California; five 
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and four 
great-great-grandchildren.  Graveside services will 
be 1:30PM, Sunday, March 19, 2006 at the Yukon 
Cemetery.  Services are under the direction of 
Smith & Turner Mortuary, Yukon.

- submitted by Nancy Kriminger.  Transcribed from 
The Yukon Review(Oklahoma), Saturday, March 
18, 2006.
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In the May 2006 issue, we shared 
Philip’s revolutionary war affidavits.  In this issue, we 
share the rest of that research.  This comes to us 
from Jim Kenerson, who did the research on Philip.

Transcript: Affidavit of 
Catharine Wolfenbarger, Pike 
County, OH  Oct. 19, 1852.

The State of Ohio, Pike County  ss:
               On this 19th day of October Eighteen 
hundred and fifty two, personally appeared before 
me , a Justice of the Peace within and for said 
County, Catharine Wolfenbarger a resident of 
Beaver Township  in the County of Pike, aged 
Seventy Eight years, who being duly sworn according 
to law, doth on her oath, make the following 
declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the 
provisions made by the act of Congress, passed July 
29th 1848, -
     Philip Wolfenbarger, her late husband was a 
Pensioner of the United States for services 
performed by him in the Revolutionary War, and 
drew ninety six dollars a year, in Pike County, until 
the 4th September last, which was the last time he 
drew a pension.
    The said Philip Wolfenbarger her said husband 
died in said County on the first day of this present 
October 1852, leaving this declarant his widow.
    She further declares that she was married to the 
said Philip Wolfenbarger, in Greenbriar County 
Virginia, on the 23 day of May in the year Seventeen 
hundred and ninety one, that her husband the 
aforesaid Philip Wolfenbarger, died on the first day 
of October Eighteen hundred and fifty two = that she 
was not married to him prior to his leaving the 
service, but the marriage took place previous to the 
second of January, eighteen hundred viz. about time 
above stated. She further swears that she is now a 
widow, and that she has never before made

            (end of page)
application for a Pension. She does not know 
whether or not there is any record of her marriage, 

    but supposes that there is.

Her

Catharine     X   Wolfenbarger  

Mark
Sworn to and subscribed before me, the day and 
year above written, and I certify that the said 
Catharine Wolfenbarger is by reason of bodily
infirmity unable to attend Court
                     Michael Gall  JP

The State of Ohio, Pike County  ss:
     On this 19th day of October 1852, before me a 
Justice of the Peace in and for said County, 
personally came, John Butcher and Pamelia 
Butcher, who being duly sworn according to law, 
make oath and say that they and each of them were 
well acquainted with  Philip Wolfenbarger in his 
lifetime, and Catharine his wife - that  the said 
Philip was a Revolutionary pensioner - that he died 
in said County on the first day of October instant 
(1852.) leaving the said Catharine his widow who 
has not since married, but now remains his widow. 
These affiants are not interested in the foregoing 
application.

John Butcher

Her

Pamelia  X  Butcher

Mark

Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and 
year first above written, and I certify  that the said 
John Butcher and Pamelia Butcher  are credible 
witnesses.

Michael Gall  JP

Transcribed by Jim Kenerson, May 22, 2006



pension in right of said Philip Wolfenberger under 
the Act of March 18th 1818.     That her said father 
Philip Wolfenberger died in the County of Pike in 
the State of Ohio, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty two on the first day of October and her mother 
said Catharine Wolfenberger died in in the said 
County of Pike in the year 
 Page 1                                                (end of page)
Eighteen hundred and fifty five on the fourteenth 
day of February, and the declarant the said 
Elizabeth Taylor is her only child now living. All 
which will more fully appear by reference to the 
papers on file in the Pension Office with the papers 
of her mother said Catharine, under the Act of July 
29. 1848, to which she respectfully refers.

Her
                                                            Elizabeth      
X       Taylor

Mark
                                        (end of page)

We  XXXX  Westfall and Jane Westfall residents 
of XXXXXX in the County of Pike in the State of 
Ohio upon our oaths declare that the foregoing 
declaration was signed and acknowledged by 
Elizabeth Taylor in our presence, and that we 
believe from the appearance and statements of the 
applicant, that she is the identical person she 
represents herself to be __and we personally know 
from long acquaintance that she is the same person 
to whom the Certificate of Pension was XXX XXX 
XXXX of her Mother Catharine Wolfenberger 
widow of said 
                                              (end of page)

Philip Wolfenberger XXX   XXXX    
XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXX.

Catharine Westfall

XXXXX Westfall 

The forgoing declaration & affidavit were sworn to 
and subscribed before me on the day and year 
(continued on page 9)
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As of this writing, 19% of our members have let 
their dues run out at the end of 2005.  That’s one 
in five!  That’s much too high!!  Are you one of 
these members?  To find out, look at the label 
used to mail this newsletter to you.  If the second 
line of the label says , then you 
need to pay your dues now to remain a member of 
the Association and continue receiving the 
newsletter.

Your financial support of the Association is 
essential.  We need YOU!!!  Don’t let us down ---
write that check today.  The choice for how long to 
renew is yours:  1 year $10;  2 years $18; or 3 years 
$26.

P.S.  We’re also happy to accept  dues 
payment from anyone who wishes to pay!  

Get Your Newsletter By E-Mail
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