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. The spargurs probably $ave more Oesceidiit? in Highland Co' than any

other family, rivaling ln uumber the Roush descendaots. They originated with

John Wolfensparg\r"r, who was naturalized in Laucaster, Pa', Apr' Ll' L744'

He died in 1?61, bis wife, Margar€t' born in Sept' 
' 

169?, died Dec' L' \775'

The name has been foU1d oa rebords ae Wolfesberger, Woffesbarger, Wolfen-

sparier, wolfenspargur, woueberger, etc. The oame translated means liter-

,ilu. "Th" HilI of the Wolves.'r The children of John aod Margaret, the imml-

lf."nt., were Peter, Fredrick, John, Phillipp, Catbarine (Mrs' Jacob Fley),

laLrd Anna Maria (Mrsi MarttD Heffelfioger)
l-- t;. Frey family origi-nated wtth Peter Frey, boro in wiDgen' Alsace, in

sept..  1689, and his wife, Barbara, 1696-1?68. Tbey were the parents of 12

[nita.uo, a son, Johu Valentine Frey, born in 1?21, die{ in North Carol ina in

'rZgA. He married Anna. Marie Barbara, daughter of Peter Binckele. She was

corn Mar.. 4th, 1?Q4, at Guckensberg canion, BeIiDe, Switzerland. The Freys

came to Americ4 in 1?!i' about tbe same time as tbe WoUenspargurs' Jacob

lF oy, 
"oo 

of Peter, was Daturalized in 1?44, at the same tlme as his brother-

[n-law, John WoUenspargur.
John Wolfenberger, son of John, And gfandson of the immigrant John'

vho was born ln Pa., Aug. L7, 1754, married Chri3t iDar daughter of John
'y-alentine Frey. Records show that John Wolfenbargefr Sr' , aDd John, Jr'

rwned a number bf acres of land and oftep traded in slaves. Several members

bf the family were uheelwrights or "makerg of wagons and carts."

John wolfenbarger, sr. was the father of eight childreD: Peterr Fredrick,

Fhillipp, ilannah (Il1rs. George iVoods), Mary (lrlrs^ Martin l\Iiller)' Joseph'

Iohn, and Benjamin wolfenspargur, who died in 181?. The third in age of these
,hi idren, Phi l ip,,was a soldier of. the Revolut ion. He emigrated to ohio and in

.640 was st i l l  l iv ing in Pike Co. ,  at the 4ge of 96. He was interred in the
,]eaver cemetery in Pike co. His first wife was catharioe Pennewttt and his

econd was oatharine cooper. There were no chi ldren born of the f irst mar-

'iage and a record calr be fouDd of only oqe daughtet, Elizabeth, born of the

econd union. she beoame the wife of Abraham Taylor,,who was the son of the

ioneer Abraham Taylor, 176?-1834, and bis wife, Eloanort 1?66-1833'

John and christiDa (Frey) wolfenspargur, founders of the vast number of

pargurs in ohio, Mrre descendalts scattered all over the world" Records show

aat deeds, grants' wllle, etc., were signed "John \\'olfvansparger" as late as

802. After that date' the shortened form of W. Sparger and W. Spargur was

sed most frequently on legal documents. The cNldren oJ this worthy pioneer

ouple ,*'ere Reuben, John W. , Joseph W. , Philip W., Henry W., William W' '
annah w. (Deatheridge) and Nancy w. (Jackson). Reuben, Joseph' Philip and

r:nry spargur came to Highland co. william w. married Nance Bryson and

as killed by robbers trear Fayetteville, N. c. , when less than ,10 years old.

rhn w. married sarah Lyon aod tbey were the pareDts of 9 children born and

rered in North Carol ina.
Joseph W. Spargur, born lr1ar. 1, 1?81, near }tount Alry, N'C',  married
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Rachel, daughter of Bowater ard phebe (sumner) Burrows. In 1g04, Joseph w.,
his wife, R.rchel, aud their small children, accompaoied by his brother, Reuben,
ald her.uncle Borter Sumrer, Bet out for the 'western frontier. " They settled
in a log cabin on Fall Cr€ek, near the present site of New petersburg, in High_
land co. They cleared several scres of laud and established a mill near their
home. Reuben, who never marrled, made several trips back home. In IglS,
*'bile vlsiting his parents near Mti Airy, be became fatally tll and was buried
near his bome.

It would be impossibre ia one edition to give all the data available on the
spargur families, even those in Highland co. philip w. , next to the youngest
of John w. and christina spargur's children, joined his brothers in ohio in rg09.
He reared a family of 10 children, Joseph w., was the father of 1g chirdren and
Henry w, had 12 chi ldren. Thus, wrth a totar of 40 sons ano a^rgite.s of the
original emigrants, it is understandable thatonly the highlights oi the family his_
tory (which is fabulous) can be givea. some dime befween rsso aDa 1833, chris_
tina (Frey) Spargur passed away aad was the f irst burial in., ,Godrs Acre,,,  a
small Moravian Cemetery overlooking the f4mily home near Mount Airy in
North Carol ina.

In 1833, when Henry W. Sparg.r, youngest son of John W., decided to go
to ohio, the 79-year old father, accompanied his son,s family al i  the way toOhio on horseback, where he l ived unti \  his death, Nov. l?, 1g40, at the agc of
86. IIe was buried in the ord lticksrte cemetery, near stringtown, in paint rwp.
. -Joqeph {. , eldest of tho Spargur sons in Ohio, married Ilachel Sumner,
born Dec' 12, L7Bs, she died oct. 4, 1g23. They were the parents of r0 chi l-
dren' Iu order to designate one from another, because the same name appears
so frequently, they wiil be given numbers. They u,ere;

1- John W. 3. Henry W. S. phebe W. ?_ Al len lV.
2- B,orv-1t:.1-lv. 4. Josepb w. 6. christina w. g- Rebecca w.

9- El iza W. l0- phi l ip tV. Spargur
The second wife of Joseph W. Spargur was Abigai l  Moore, j"o] S, fgOZ_

Jan. 3, 1886. Joseph W. died Mar. 6, 184b, thus she survived him by 4I years.
They were iaterred in the Quakcr ceme tery at stringtown. Joseph w. and Abi-gail Spargur were the parents of

11- Rachel W.
12- James W.

13- 1V111i"* *.  lS- Lydia 17- Sarah W.
14- Margaret 16- Mary W. lg_ Reuben W.

. 9ngJohn W. Spargur, born in North Carolina, FLb. 13, 1g0J, died inHighland co. , Apr. s, 1865. His rvife was Marya, daughter of the pioneer An_thony Franklin of Marshall T\^'p. she was the grand-niece of Benjamiu Franklinof Revolutionary War fame. Born in 1g0?, she died Aug. 14, 1g70, and waslaid beside her busband in the Methodist Cemetery at Marshall.
Thcir children were l0 in nunrber. They were:

(r) Anthony, 182z-lg6g, rvho married Incincla weaver and had thc
following children: Anoa (Mrs. Hamia Reno), vista (Mrs. Thomas Reno),
Judith, unmarried; Joho, Jr. (who married Daisy Higgins), Samuel, and
Henry Spargur wbose wife wae Olive Reno.


