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roNEUARD

In prclnrlng thte lltt1o broahure about rHolfer

Spergcrrf , pageengcr on the ehlp rrThlstlc of Glas-

gortr to Phtladelphle , L?3O, I nlah to aoknorledge

ef lndebted.ncgs to llrgo Hetnz A. Bmun, 523 gast
:

NobLe Ave., Guthrle, Oklahona, ?3O4r+, Hlthout her

lnd.cfatlg;ab1c and, oontlnulng lnteraut ln ths llol-

fcngberger fanl}lee. and, her gcnercelty ln shar-

lng hcr knorledge about then rlth ae, I could not

have asaeBbled the enologgd. naterlal.

Joha t{olfcnebergsr 3 (John A, John 1) eetabllshed

hle fanl].y tn thc ttoravlan settlenent of Salen,

trorth Caroltna, and. lt ras he rho ftrat uged the

Fblrevlated apelllng ilBpar6ortr. After thi d.eath

1830 1n surt? Co., N. C,, near llt. Alr'Jr of, hle

r1fc, Chrlatlna, daughter of thc Moravlan,

Valcntlne Frcy, h€ went to Slghlani Co.; ohlo

rhare so&o of hle sons had preceded htn and

thera he dled, The tforth @rollna fanlltce

epcl} thclr nanc Sparger and, the Ohlo fanlllea

use the spclllng;9pargur. The othar gons of

John 2, an tnnlgraat rlth hls perents, retalned.

thc orlglnal or EoEe varlent epclllng of tho

nane. It la lntcrestlng to noto that for a fer



genetatlons,

abbrevlatcd.

. among those

spell lng, thc

lu Ohlo rho used the

tnltlal rrHi ilts ueed.

by 'bsth 13*. !ougn',Ben

l{y epniluother ras gErtah t|..' gpareur doctt Eigh-

land ?o., Ohlci'ttro uarrled Ad.au Baghorc born

Fafiiifeld Co.i ohlo, a d,ea'oendant of John Be-

ehora'bf Bethel, Lebanon Countyl pc.

llr. l{1}11an Cmaoyta eplendld, oonpllatlon of

ths 1930s, rhllc lacklng ln oome rcoords. hae

ueJirr the rGulde | , I ulght Bax, to al,l the

dasocrd,anta of the nyetcrlous rsolfer Spergorr

of the shlp ftThlotlc of, Glaegorrn. It ls Gn-

tltled, nsparger and. Allled, Fa,mlllesn. The

coples are Llnlted. but onc Is on flle ln th6

NSDAR Llbrary. UashlnBton, D. C.

Bcsearoh oonttnues on the fanqlly and anyonG ln-

tcrestcd ls eor{lally lnrltcd to edd.resE any ln-

qulrlee to ltrs. Helnz A. Brarrn or to nc. !tre.

Brcun hge epent years rorklng on the fenlly and

rao bora a tUoLflnsbcrgerr. ghc knore nany rho

ara oontlaulng thc ecarch, hoplng eventuallt to

ad.d to ilSpargcr and Alllcd Fanllles.n If anyone

can supply thc ualden nanc of Hanngh, rlfc of

Joha 2, re rould be noet grateful to reoelve 1t.



!lra. Braun Jolna nc la hoplng thatllrle bro-

ohgfr 1111 help to brlng a+ifghtcnmant to

thoec dceccnd.antc rho havenf t found, thclr ;ay
:

through thc-latrloete puczlc of the, nttoJ.fer

SIrafgGTr, Holfonabergprr Spargcr, $Frg;ur

uaneo rhloh puzzle manrt solved untll tg62.

ln Gcrraany.
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Solfor Eparger, nthletLe of Glasgown

Pennsylvamla Geruan Ploneers, L93ll, Strassburger - Hln[€,
Volume III ' Inder. $olfersberge" - VoLume Ir pp. 3L, 33, 3l+.

(f,fet 11 A) Paletlaee luportcd. ln thc Thlstle

of G1asgor, Colla Drmlop, lIf,, from

Rottr, tnrt last fron Dover p Clearance

June 19th. (Quellffed Aug. 29, t73O')

. Wol-fer $perger

Phlle aust 29th t?30

Srorn to before The tlqnblo Govr & Several of the Clty

Ua.glstrates, B. Char1ee, Cl. Con.

In all 260 ![en tJ. & Chlld.ron , ]'

t'At the Courthouee et PhlLad.elphie, Augt

29, t790, '.. A l1et Tas presented, wlth

the nanes of Seventy Seven PaLatlnes,

rho rlth thel? fa,nllles, naklng 1n all

about Two hnndred. & slxty Pereone, were

lnported herc ln the thlp Thlet1e of Glas-

gof,, Colln Dunlapr Mr., f?om Botterdau, but

laet fron Dover, ae by Cl,earanoe from thai

Port.n From the l,llnutes of the ProvlnclaL

Councll, prtnted, 1n CoLonlaL Records, Vol-

ume I I I ,  p.  28j .



e
(f,fst 11 B) patattnes lnported ln the ehlp Thlstle

of Glasgow, Colln.Dunlop, Mr, (Quel-l-
- ' .

:  ,  
,  , i  f led,augr z9gwl73o).* ,  . l

,, 
tfoLfer (A) Spergpr

. -  r  ' l :  *

(Llst 11 C) Palatlnee lnporteil ln the ghlp Thletle,

Colln Dnnlop, llf, from Bottr, but laet

from Dover.

tColfer (A) Sperggr

.  ' ;

Phlledra **r. 
ggrh I?3a

i .

Thc foriEolns quallflcatlons were taken & eubecrlbed by the

geveral- Pal-atlnee whose names arc oontalned
I

ln thls & preced.lng page, beforc the Honb1e

GovernE & sevoral of the lrlaglstratee.

*Tlre end.oraenent on the baox of the llet le here uged ae
the headlng.



rle {o}19r1!g treatlec by Dr. prttz Braun, profcselonal gene-
alogtet tn Gcrnanyr Fac rrltten tn lgl.j. Siaec that tlne he
has fiound that l{oLfor Sperger on.tha itrtprs llet rag an ln-
,oolreot epclltng af thc nauo lfolferspcrger, a nel1-hlorsn
8f1ea lery. Slnce ths cnlgrdante could, iot read^, *rltc or
cpaax Ens}lahr strd evldently ths scottlsh captaln could speak
no,Germsn, the aad6 xas wrltten ln tro nords-lnstead of oirc.
and rtra" oan blane hln? ... .:: ,;;;1

A tlanslatton of tho treatlsc rrltten by Dr. Frltz Brraun oon-
oernlng tho ahlp, nThtetle of Glaegorn.

Entgrants fron the vlolnlty of
Lud,Flgehsvon on the thlne,

eatllng on the shlpr
xThlatle of GLesgortr fn 1230

rn thc nlddlo of June t?lCI, thc eatllng ehlp nrhlatle of Glas-

gorrr ln-bommand of capt. corln Dunrap, salrcd. from Rotterdan

on a voyags to Amorl0a. fherc rare ?? f,antrlee and. a nunber

of 8lngle pcraons on board, aLtogethcr nunberlng Z6e.

on the lgth of Juns r?3o, thc ahlp arrlved at Doverr Errd, Bf-

tat ?9 d,ays of ea[lng, lt artved ln phlladelphla on thc

of thc PhalzGts , t953 Vo1une, the pasaeager llet of thls ehlp-

,, toea of eatgrrante tas publlshed.. rt ln turrr nae tahen fron

",tn" 508 lfgte publleheil. ln thc threc rolumc rork, sntltl.ed.
oPcnngylvante Plonsera[ rrltten by Straegburger and Htnke and,

publ,lsho0 ln lorrlstornl, Pcturaylvanla, around L93l+. ltoet' of

thc patsengcts on thls llst eano fron around. the arca of Lud-

rlgshaven, rhloh nade lt poaalblc to alnoet plnpolnt the

potnt of orlgln at that t1ne.t
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1t{yrtlc Holflnabarger Braun
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For thoea aaklng lnqulrlee, oag of the noet vltal and. proflt-

ablc Boufocs of lnforrnatlon on a shlpfs llet 1g epcolfle

polntt of orlgin. thls lnforuatloa. nnfOrtunatcly' ras lack-

lng on thesc ltate. Also on thc llate in the Courthouse ln

PhlIaOcIFhla, rtrere the lnul8rents had to rc€;lete!, thla ln-

for:natlon lE 1a4ts1n8. The gener&l reuarfe on the rccorde of

the tn&tvldual, ehlps oerry lnformatlon about tbe nano of the

Captainc, the polnt of s4111n8, d,cparturt' lnteraedlate Land'-

1ng6 and. the d.atc of arrlYel. ln PeruraylYtnlE.

Also tb3ilt erc pl.entlful rofCrenoea to the polnt of ortgln

of the groups tnrt only ln SoFo1ral tcr-ne deflnlng thc gencral

aaDa frori. whenoe they cane. For eranple r ofton af ter the

n6me and. dcslgnatlgn ttlngeongertr , re 6,atr 1lsAd thc renark'

nphslgctrr I nZrelbnrclcenr, nl{urttcaburgrr r o! elnlltir phDase8.

In thls oOnneotlon rc Eust rcnenber that the rord trPhelztr rag

uscd ln thosa days ncanlng rlends balongtng to tha f,urphal'ztl

and not strlotly the araE nor Inorn aa tho ePhal?n. Thc word

iphalztr ln oonneotloa rlth thcac pagsengers ls to bs acoepted

la the broad,eet r€n46, and, d,oca not €aolude the poablblllty

thst GnlEfEntt f;OE other Gcrngn proplncce oogLd bc anong

thogc rleclgnatg0 AB ttPhalZergo. For tha reaotd of the nTltls-

tLc of Glaegore lt norely stetae that they rere Phalzars.

For thoac rho etudt fanllt nagc6, the deduottons rcgar{lng

thc ortgln of thc paaeengar llste of a Ehlp oan be grcatly
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Dalro$€d down by thc nanc8 thengelvee, rhlch arc often a

spsolflo oharoc?orl8tlo of a spoclf,lo part of the Fatherland.

Furthcmorc, for Fhc Phalz ltself . nrncr can ln0l,oate the

parttoulalr part of the phalz thst tha peopre catsa frou.

(Phalz Xg thc Fsglon rsBt of the Uppcr Ehtns.)

filrtor:tr also 8hor8 that tn thoge daye ahlpar paasengers or

groups of pasaengera rero u6ual.ly agaonb1cd froa rather !tar-

Fclr atBa8. Theru anr Dany rGagons for thle, aslda fron the

derlro to.entgrate . The rorklng lrcaa of, artlgansr the neo-

es8lty .for grouplng betreen f,rlends and relatlves ln ord,er to

lnnrle the gneat ad.Tsnturs and sucoesgfully eoooapllsh tho

, Yoy&ge - the faltr ln poreone rlth leed.erahlp, end, thc d,ealre

to go ln the oonpany of, llhe cuetons and. taateg rrore al.r lm-

Fortant ooneld,otiatlons ln thc 18th Contury.

Errcn though thc thlper llste eould,'onlJ Elve hoad,c of feullles

.. or thc flrst and, fenlry ncnee of tho nelcs oror 16 yeare of

agio' tt le gnly otr a fer llits that the ronen and, ohlld.ren or

:, the egB of a paesrtl8sr Ilst la glvon, ne?ertholesc, there are

cnough rays to sohle?c a aonpare?lvoly olear plcture of the

orlgtn of the paaacngors.

As oarly aa 1953' thc author had eetabllshcd thc f,ast that the

orlglno of thc paBrengers of tlre ehlp EThlsil.c of Glaegorp

oould bs found ln a aonpar?ttvory snarl area arsun0 Lud.rlga-

hlvcn. A olosc conclderatlon end, asgenbly of Llfe datee tn

':::: -,
l.:a:.
::ili 
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looal recorl.E and. ln the unttco statce, partlcularly ln penn-

eyl.vanla dnd Ma4yrand, Ehorsd, a ver? aatlgfeotory reeurt and.

the author hopeer a.8 tlne gosa on, hs oan furnlch uorc lnfor-

Detton based on o6nnectlons bctween the lnnlgrants through

Dallrlaga before and. after the voyagp. Thte eranple rltl ehor

rhat caA bo d,one throu8h the bare ekeleton of a shlpre l1et.

Puttlng 'togother the Danes and d,atcs fron thc phalz, Anerloa

ond, even fron swltrorland,, prod.uocs aubgtanos to rhloh nsy be

aildad haphazarril and seernlngly unrelated naterlar. thus re-

cetabllehlng forgottcn fanlly conneotloltsr rn edd,ltlon lt

fumlshEa vEluable lnfornatl0n about thc hlatoqy of thc ren-

Oarlnss of the Phal.zer.

?hlr rcceareh dcfl,nltely crtabllshee the faot that the SrlEs

rho rcrE not yet ftrury or d,cepry cetebt lshed, ln thc arear

lure' eoqpsratlvely, oonnunariy lntcrsated as a group for

furthsr culgratlon.

A11 aenor on the peeaeng€r llct alc set forth sv&n ln casea

dtcre no'further oonneotlona heve ae yet'been eatabllehed,.

rn thc cpolllng of thc namea, the author xlll rcly on the

Fnbl,lcetlon of strcsaburg and, fflnhe. For the pasoengsrsr

thcre are threc llctsr onc, ths ghlpra nanlf,cct and, ths tro

11rt8 und,er oath ln Phlladclphla.

ril;
't) t'
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John l{olfengbergar
bortr clrca t695

arlllved Phlladelplrla August t73O
on

the ehlp f'?hletl.c of Glaegors
I

Joha lfoLfenebergcrrt rlfe raa lllargreda bora Scptenber 21,

L6g?, dled Deoember 1, t??5. thc ls burlsd ln the Lutheran

Ccaetcry. Sohaeffaratowa. Lebanoa County, Penna., anrd aI-

though thorc le no tonbetone for John 1, dlcd ca. t76tr $€

balleve he ls burlad begldc h6r,

Chltdren arf John 1 and l{argroda l{olfenabargarr

PsTar, born ln Europe, narrlad. Apollonla Bnmner
(Uts rld.or 1802 rae Eltzabeth).

FrcdOrlck, borrn ln Europs, nsrrled Ellzabeth Snlth.

John, bora la Europa about t?21+, dlcd. Novsnbor 8,
1?88, Hood.stock, Vlrglnlar Dlrrled, Hannah,

Phllflp, boflr'Febnrarf llt, L?39, HeldclbcrB Town-
ehlp'  Lebanon Co., P8,p dled Jul.y 1l+'  18e4...  t{ar-
rlcd (1) Susannah. Ph1lllp rae Lt.-CoI. durln€
thc ne"olutlonary ller.

Cetherlna, born ln Penne., narrled Jaoob Fray.

AnaB lilarla, borrn tn Penna., narrled ilartlu
Ecffcl f ln8er'  

r . . . . . .varloue court Becords

Joha, the lnnlgrant father, ras naturaLized Scptcnber t2'-
1744. Ela tlsne la epalled. l{olfErsporgor.

Potcr Solfensbellgcr, naturallzed Quaher, Scptenber 24, 1755.

Frlcderloh Iolfcnsporger, Lancaeter County, naturallzed t?6t .

John lfolfcrebsrger, lnnlgrant aonr ras naturallzed, Septembcr
10, t?6t .

.  r .  .  . . .P8. Archlves



Eroerptg-{Ign a retter wrltten Ln 1965 by }trs. Helnz A.Eraun, 623 Eaet NobLe Ave.. Guthrle, Oklihona to Hre.sanuer K. Francle, 3?t5 R streo.t ,  N: w., I{ashlngton, D. c.?ooa?.

nlt sound,s llkc lt oouLd. not be tr:tre, lnrt thc storT of how

I found out about the 8wlse oonnectlons ls really nlraculous.

Sone years ago I had gotten ln oontact wlth Dr. D, O.

wolfenberger, an entSnnologlst wlth unlverslty of Florlda.

Ee Llvee ln flonestead., FLorld,a, and ls ln oharge of thelr

sub-statlon there. Ee hae dellvered, papcrs ln vlenna and. ls

oftcn caLred. aLl over the rqrLd to solve some lnsect problenn.

Ele sotf, Bob, nas golng to have to do h1s stlnt ln Germany ln

t962, and Dr. wol.fenberger wmte ne whlre Bob wae there and,

egked. me to send a letter to htn lnfomlng h1n of rrhat we had.

on our lnnlgrant and to Bee tf he courd flnd anythlng else at

that end, of the llne. l{hen I vrmte, lt se6ns that Bob was

alnost ready to come hone, about three weeke from ealllng

tlne| but he nade somc lnqulrlee and. found. that there was a

Dr. Braun (no reLatlon) ln Kalseretautcrn, wherc he ras Bta_

tloned,, rho wae a profeeelonaL genealoglst, and he rnad.e an

appolntnent to talk to hlm.

nNou thle ls the rrnueuar part - D?. Braun had. rrltten hlB

theels for hls d.egree on f rhe Thlstlc of Glasgowr, the ehlp

that bfoUght our lrrrnl€;rant to Anerlcer and. had. mad,e a d.e-

talled' study of the lnnlgrante who rere on lt, ae you

probably hrow the shlpre reoord. had the nane worfer gperger,

i , t
ri..;..
;ltii
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end. he had never been abLe to traoe thls nan' blrt had ld.entl-

fled. aL} elsc. Shen Bob told. hln that thte nan hatl ueed. the

rame t{o$erabcrger a,fter he land,ed 1n PhlLadelphla,, D!, Braun

ear lnrnedlately that the Shtpt s Captaln, belng Seotch and

lmowlng no German, had ha'd to wrestle wlth that long trame end.

canc up rlth tfo}fer Sperger. D1.. BfaUn sar, too, that tt raae

a Ertss nsn6r Brd the old reoorrils around. there ehowed, an Ann

Wolferspe?g€" from $rrltzerlaad.. Dr. Ereutl had found ln hls

atudy of the lnmlgrants that they alL had eome together and'

etaycd EoEe nonths ln Gertaay before ealltng. Dr. Braun lm-

nedllatcLii put ln a caLl to Swttzerland to a genealoglst whon

hc.Xnew and. thls genealoglet got ln touch wlth the fantly at

Banrna, anil they ln tuna asked, Bob to vlelt then for a week.

the Anay sent hln wlth an lnterpreter and. pald a}l of hls

crponses, and the oncs lnourred. by the lntcrpretet, ae well.

Ttro old. Jakob, head of the fEutly spoke Frenoh' Itallan and.

Gcrogn but no Englleh, The etory r'rae rrltten up both ln the

local KglserE1autem and the U. g. tlllltery paper there.

EIt happened. that Jahob wag axr avld. genaaLogiet, arrd hsd ov6r-

soon thc prlntlng and publlahlng of a prlvately prlnted gene-

alogy that took the hlstory beck to 1200. He gave Bob a aopy

rhtch I had for Eome nonths and. then returted, to Bob. It was

alL ln Ge:man end. I had. nuch of lt tranelated,, na.ny. old. rood.

cut eng:ravlngs nado ln the 1500rs and. 1500ts - lt ras elnply

fabuLogs, but of oourse not for saLe. Some branehes had.
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broken off and settLed ln GertaRy, but all ro1lt orlglnally

Srlas. Bob had buglnsos ln Ohlahona Clty thc next $88rr and

I got to"tpand an GvGnlng Hlth hlu anil hear etl of the detalla

of the vlslt. Ggn you ba113"c thst hE ralkad flght !n to the

n.arl, orril the onlt Btn ln Europe, rho could have 81vcn hlu any

lnfomaiton, and xtro could 8;1ve us suoh a roa0erful record?

nlt degag that uany PennEylvanla peoplc hafl oontacted, Dr.

Brarur rbout thelr anoeetorg rlro oase on r?he Thlstle I r Fa

there ggn; about 275 people on lt' and he had developed qulte
' ' r t .

aa lnterpot ln that partlouLar ehlp. I 8t111 thlnk lt rae the

nost unusual thtng that I evcr heard of f,or Bob tO fall lnto

euoh a th[ng. Ae Dr. Braun saldr rBob agooupllehcd ln a few

daye 'rtrat or{lrarlly rould. havc taken 3rG81.8 | . I r11I get coP-

lee of aona of tho artlel.cs and tpnslattons off to you Juet

ca SooB ae I oaa get to lt.

iTha SrlsE recotd 1l oarefuLlt doeurrcntcd from old rccor"riLs

rlth aII d.etce ard pLaoes. Of oouroc clI rsoo1de rcre rtght

thcra et Zurloh ag the orlglpa} fa,nllyr o1, part of !t, have

alnya rcalde0 tn that Canton.s

e4{yrtle
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lhg follorlng tra,nslatlon rae nad,e Apfll 11, Lg6? by prof .
cclvln D. crrnr€r, P. o, Bor ?3, BtatC cortego, arransas, ?246?.

.In oounsntlge alout the trrangletlon, Pmf . Gtrlcr sald, rI rag

.-pugll.cd bt hon Eanr (.ronn) Holfc.rrabergar ils6 a cotrnon aneeator
, or the Srisa ad. anarlaan faulltbe. Dla hs tsave psrt of hle
otrlLdrcn ln Srltzerlarrd? polhape the rcportcr Esd; an crrcr,
but that ,11 deflnltEly rhat, the'arttoli balC.n

Thc traaglatlon la Jugt as prof. Gnmrot dld lt for ne. llhe
rcportar qld nakc the err.,or ln Oealgnatlng the roonmon an-
ocgtort rtro nac not John rlro oanc to Aaerlea rlth hle r1fe,
{grsarctha. and, threc enalr eons bora ln &nFope boforc t?jo.
Thc toonnon encestort of Bob uorfenbergor of fronssteed,, 

'-
,Frorldar BEd Helnl llolfensbgrgor of Baune, gwltzerrand, rs
one rho llved before John, th; Innlgrraat 6n ifie-etri! ,intarle
of Glaagortr, rae born,

C O P I '  copy

Pcge 6

Pfllglsohi Volkszol tung llednead.ey l{aroh 1lr, tg62

'BOB FOUIID EIS AI{CESTOB II{ SmtgEruAI{D. Dr. Frlts Braun He1ped
' e^rowrg.anerlean wlth f,ls Fanrl.y Bcsearoh - iiarirei naor to

L23t. . 
v-:

xalscrslauterrn - For the flrst tlne on tuoedey of laet reet,

: 
an 

^nctrlean Wolf,enbcfgcr ehook hande rlth e grlse tfolfcneberger

232 ycEta after tholr cortnon anocstor, Eana flolfcnsberger
' i1cf th1'Dat1vos' l tgar] 'endend,"1athcPa1at1ne,}ended'

.:- ,.,!-
'rlth 270 Palatlnoc ln Phlladelphla ta 1?30, or thg a,htp rrhls-

tlc of Glaegorx. Thc neetlng betroeu Estnt Uolfensbcrger and
. . ' . ,

hta Anerican oougln, Bob tlolf,cnbergcr, rholser'Ecd, tro yoars ln

thc U. 8. Arny Bureau of Inf,oruatlon at tho Panser Barracke

ln Kalcirslauterrn. ras the flrat neetlng bctrccn dcecend,entg

of thlg llnc fnon the old and the l{or t{or}ds etnoc that
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ltolfensberger' at about the beglnrrtng of the Erghteenth cen-

tury, lsft h1s natlve Canton, ?urLch.

Sobert ldolfenberger flrst Lea#ed. here ln Kalsersl.autera of
the trnre plaoe of orlgln of hle fanlly. Hlth the help of Dr,
Frltz Braun of the Eelnatetellc Pfalz tn Kalserslautettc he
rras able to d,eterulne that hls anceetors ?r6re grelss and. not
Pelatlneb ae he hael, bel.leverl. The paesbnger llet wtrleh coh-
talned. ths nane of Bobrs anoestor gave Dr. Braun luportent
oLuos' slnce Dr. Braun had wrltten ln Lgsg an exeelrent rvonk
on Juet thls shlp, rrrhletle of Gl"aegolrn, and. lte enlgrants.

ro[owrng the ad.vlce of Dr. Braun, Bob wo]fenberger rooated.
ln the m&rrlage regleter of thc ohurch booh for Eeldolshelm,
1

an Allna Wolfenelmrget, who oane from the Zrrrlch area, Sev_
eral- teraphone oall-e to snles geneaLoglsts for.Lored,, whlch
nsued. Baufoa, ln the Canton of Zurlch , aE the resld,enoe of
the presenb Hptfensberger fantly. Bob worfenberger Journeye d ,t:.'!'
there stx d'ays ago as a gueet of the worfeaebergera, nng,;grd' 

'
e er5r' €rF 

"r 6,r'Euu .,r Ene wolr-errgbe"gergr nW,g"

;Bor hlghly neepected. and. wealthy nanufactu:ters , n:gffi;; 
'

-:--^-- ^-r f ' rz,z'
nost

In beautlful Bauna,, the grleE eat lrlth thelr enerican eousln,
talktns tnny hours about thelr connon ped,lgree. nhlch narres as
lts flrst anoestor f,nlght Baldebert von hJoLfeberg, who appears
for the flrat tlne ln d,oouments ln 1233 as the freernan
Grelfeaberg and perforred. the dutles or cafit€-ovsrc€er for

/ . : - '
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the count von Rapperswll. Together the d.escend.ants stud.led.

the nany-branched. fanlly tree, where the uorfensbergers went

from hnlghts to faraers, narrlago arbltrators, oheesemakers,

craftsnen, and. then 1ater agatn sklUed l-aborers, and f lna]ly

became lnd.ustrlallsts. Meamchll-e, Bob reratod the ad.ventures

of the Amerlcan wolfensbergere that began wlth John Holfens-

berger who swote alleglance ln phlladelphla tn t?jA, recelved

sltlzenshlp fron the state of pennsylvanla tn L?84, and be-

came progenltor of tod.ayrs wolfensbe?gers. The wolfenbergers

over there fought ln the Bevolutlorpry War, enlgrated, about

L?ga to feruressee, where they erpertaented. wlth thelr changlng

luck ae famers, oowboys and gold,-seekers. About the turn of

the Nlneteenth Century, there cane lnto the fanlly htstory a

d.lsttngulshed ttolfenberger who secretly nad.e llquor ( carred
rrmoonshlner) and., when dlseovered. 1n the act, slmply over-

threw the sherlff and. appolntcd. hlmself the new sherlff.

In the Amerlcan ClvlL lfar (1861-1865), Wolfenbefgers fought

on both gldes. The Grand.father of our Bbb noved. out of lm-

poverlshed. Teruressee after the war and lnto nersly opened

Oklahona, where he searohed. flfteen years for oll ln valn.

IIe wand.ered farther on toward. colorad.o, wlth the whole fantly

along, atld flnally gettled d.orn ln Grand. Fa1ls as sherlff .

After a few yearg, Grandfather worfenberger gave up the d.an-

gerous occupatlon of a frontler sherlff.and. opened. a general

store' the mlxed.-narket plaoe of the wlrd. west. Father
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l,Iolfenberger etud.ted. and. rorka yet today ln Honestead, Frorlda

as an cxpert ln entouology, uhile hls son Bobert - yes, our

Bob - wllr end. hls stud!.es ln publlc Belatlons ln Hew york,

where he w111 arrlve on Harch 23rd.

Together wlth hts srlss eouslne, Bob tfolfenberger c1lnbed the

l{olfensborg lnountaln and, stood. on the plaee rhere the }Iolfs-

burg caetle had. stood. Together wlth then, he rlrl now bear

the coat of arnos, a worf whtch stand.g on three green rnound e

and orowned by a knlshtts heLnet. And s Jolnt mcettng le al-

reedy p]"anned for the 2llth,of Aprll, ln Ner Iork, when Hetnt

and Robert uolfensberger fnom swltzerland go to the u.s.A. for

an lntorrnatlonaL conventlon of lron-found.rlee. Then, not only

Bob t{olfenberger and hle young w1fe, Dawn, rlll be present,

but also certalnly a fer of the t{oLfenbergers fron Florlda,

Tennessee, or ohlehona wtlr oeLebrate a Joyfur fanlly fest

on thelr  behal f .

our photograph shore Bob Holfenberger, who nct hle couslns ln

snltzerland.. Rlsht le Dr. Frltz Brsun, Dlreetor of the Hel-

natstelLe ln Katccrslautern.  As th le plcture waa rshotr ,  Dr.

Braun satd happlly. frguch luck - Bob hae acconpllehed ln.three

weeks rhat rould othenllse teke yearstt.

The conpllar regrets that
of Dr, Braun and. Bob rhlch
frPftrlzlsohe Volkszel tungn .

ehc oarurot tnclud.e
appeared. ulth the

thc photograph
art lo le ln
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A translEtl0n of the letter rrltten by Dr. Frltz Braun whlehls glven on the followlng pege! 

eLq\

d.en 29.B.Ig6j

Herrrr
Jak. Wolfensberget
9ryr--Esnlgn zrrrlch.
schwels

Dear ltlr. Holfensbergerl

lly researches on uorfenebergers ls prooeed.lng verlr srowly.

NevertheLese, r can report a good resurt fron Haelooh rhrch
-T111 

perhaps clear^up tne nyef,ery of if,e enrerant Johnt{olfenebefger gf 1?3b. rn the ui.ptisrn regleter of Hasloch(church recor.rl') I found. the foffoifn8 entiy!

Jacob Wollesberger
from Wtnterb€rg, area of Zurtch

Se rent to the evenlng cerenonles on Eastet L?l? ln Eas1och.App?rentry he attended for the frrsC tinoe and, was thereforeregletered, l{e can assune thet he had Just recentry arrlvedfron Swltzerland

rn the frGeschlachter buch, (note, thls ls the red. book lnGernan wtth the coat of arns, whiorr iou-navei i-fr"iJ-r,otfound a uorfensberger from winteruetb.-- r an convrnced, how-ever' that thla reference to a woLlesberger really deale wttha uolfensberger and. wlnterberg ls ln the area wtrei" iourbranch of the fanll_y ls at hoie,

rt le not unnatural to assume thst thts John and Jaoob wereclosely. rerated slnce John enlgrated. on the 
"r,ip 

rir,i"tr" ofGraegorf (t730) end, r betleve nt earLler arEcoveiree-iur con-vlnce you of  th ls posslbl l l ty .

Ig"la you prease eend me what tnfomratlon you can gather lnwlnterberg and partlcularry the blrtn aate- or thts"Jacou?Perhaps John ls record.ed there too?

Jacob nas not conflrmed (at the Easter ceremony) therefore un_fortunately hts age ls not shorn.

r an nost anxlous to hear rshat you nay be abl_e to f lnd for me.

s/Dr. Frltz Braun
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COPY

d-en ?9 .8.L963

llerrrr
Jak. l{olfensberger
Bauma, Kanton Z{lrlch,
gehwets

Sehr geehrter Herr l{olfensbergerl

Flelne WoLfensberger-Forschung geht nur langsaEr veranl.

finmerhln lcann lch Ober elnen echEnen Erfolg aus Hasloch
berlohten, Oer uns vlellelcht Aufklllrung llber den 173O
ausgewandcrten John llolfensberger brtngt. Im Taufreglster
d.es ref . Klrchenbuches Haslooh fand. tch folgenden Elntrag:

Jaeob Wolleeberger
von Wlnterberg, Zercher Geblths

Ergeht Ostenr I7t? ln Hasloeh zrrm Abend.uahl. Da er wahr-
schelnLlch erstnaLlg zun Abendnahl geht und d.eshaLb eln-
getragen lst, d.arf angenonmen werden, dae er wenlge ZeIt
suver aus d.er Schwelz nach HasLoch gekornmen waf,.

In Geschlechterbuoh habe lch keln Wolfensberggs-Vorkomnen aus
l{lnterberg gefund.en. Ich bln aber d.enncoh sehr d,avoa tlberzeugt'
das es slch bel d.lesen ldollesberger um elnen Wolfensberger
hand.elt, sunal Wlnterberg ln den Berlch Ilegt, ln d'en lhr
Zwe|-g d.er llolfensberger zu Ilause 1st.

Es lst nloht von d.er Hand. zu welsen, d.as Johann und. Jaoob
llolfensberger sehr nahe Vennand.te slnd., da Johann auf den
Schlff rrThlstle of Glasgowo (tZlO) auegewand.ert lst, auf d.en
vlele Auewand.erer aus Hasloch waren, wovon Sle slch ln melner
f r{heren Ve p0f f ent} 1 chung Oberzeugen }torrnten'

Darf loh h6ren, ob S1e u1r ttber d.as Namensvorkommen ln Wlnter-
berg berlchten und. al1enfal1s Lebensdaten dlesee Jacob llefern
k6nnen? Taucht dort auch Johann auf?



Jaoob war keln Konf l:ma,nt.
angegeben,

Ich bln sehr lntereselert,

tdle alt er war, 1st leld.er

was Sle nlttellen werden,

Herzllche Grdse

Ihr

1?

nlcht

(Dr. Frltz Braun)

The foregolng lettcr ras copled. from a typect copy nad.e from
the orlglnal by !lre. Eelnz Brsr:nr llo relatlon to Dr. ?bItz
Braun, Any word.s whlch may be wrong (f d.onft lcnow lf any
are wrong), are enttrely due to her or uy typographleaL er-
rors, and should. not be credlted. to Dr. Braun.

fobf
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pIE }IorgpNsBEBqgF rN pER_HARKcnApSgfiAFT HQcHBEtg,

by'  
.

Von Hemann Oeoar pertsch, Genealogtst

Tranelatcd frorn the booklet, rBad,lsche Faurlllenkund.e, 1960r,' obtalne0 fron
Dn, Frltz Braun

Eelnatetell,c Pfal,z, Genqany

(Forerord by thc translator, lff,!{ --- t[6 rrames are spelled

eraotly ln the translatlon ee ln the orlglnal Booklet.

there are.mlnor dtecrepanclee suoh as the cenaus d.ates ln

reratlon to the marrlage d.ates, rrlrlch could. have been ln

the orlglnal copy or tn type-eettlngs, but not ln the

transratlon. Thls ls a reeotd of thc swlse fanolry to

l{urrtenburg and, Bevarla and Bad.en. )

The worfensbergers oane fron canton zurloh over the vold-

EerEtsg der Baar around the year t653 to schwenlngen. They

wanoered, therc and fron therc ln the 1680s to serau, Haleck

and Ennendlngen. rn Brettcn and Elztal, thc narae changed. to

folfsbelrger fron l{olfensberger, and. today they wrlte lt

llolfaporger throughout the enttre Ed@€ar

The torn crerk froa Ennet, canton Baden, sreltzerland, paul

tfolfensberger wrote 1n the Jrcar IgZg ln VoLune 65, rThe German

Fanlly Hlstorxr'r, pageg 286-522 and 559-?34 ln the eectlon en-

tlt leit nlforfensberger Fanlly Chronlcalstt, the follorlng: nthe

cenous reoord of october 18, t66t, etated, that Hans Jaoob



t9

worfensberger and h1s wlfe and. three chlldren are now 1n the

Wurrtentmrg land.. rl

Hans (John) Jacob Wolffensperger ra6 marrled.on October 28,

t555 to Anna Hluller, daughter of the deceased. Balthaser illul1er,

1n the Evangell,cal Church ln Schwennlngen (Baden, Ger:lsany). Hls

brother Hans wolfensberger, who also mlgrated. at the same tlme,

.uarrted on the Jth of l,lay t66t, Verena Ka1se1, ald.eet d.aughter

of Martln Kalser, from Thonlngen by Schwennlngen. Hans ls a

son of Caspar Wolfensperger of Httnau.

Hans Wolfdnsperger went later wlth hls faull"y toward Alsaee ln

the Schlettstad.ter regton. I lans Jacob Wolfensperger tn 1580

wlth hle three sons, Jacob L656, Balthaear t652, and MelchJ_or

!65g, noved. to BrettentaL and became the found.er of the Uol-fs-

berger fanlIy groups that flourlsh there to thls d.ay. They

malntalned. fanlly connectlons wlth Schwerrrtngen for a perlod

of 1JO years.

Chrtstlan Isaac itoLf sberger ( L8l2-t8?6L the well lrcnown raap-

maker and co-lrorker of General Dufour, worlced wlth- the Sl,rlss

Fed-eratton, and. was pronoted to a hlgh state posltlon d.ue to

hls labors. IIe stems from a branch of the Wolfsberger famlly

that broke away 1n the year t??2. They were located. tn Enmen-

d.lnger land., near Geneva and. today the name ls spel}ed. Wolfs-

berger.





2t

Photographs 1n the Book

ttBad,leche Faulllenkund.e, t96}tl

Page 322, Johawres llolfensperger' 18l+2-1911, Carton rnanufac-
turer of Zurlch.

Pase 325, Htl l lan'uol fensberger,  1889-1918'  l l ln leter of
Hhelnel<.

Ilane Rudolph wolfensberger. ta27't'88,, I{lnlster at
Zol1tkon.

Page 380,

Page 508, 1. Probably treasurer (f am not oertaln of, the
te:m Itrechnurgersekrtanrr ) .

.2.  I , laster bul lder.

3. Some sort of Judge.

I+. Master bull.der.

5. Junlor Partner or head clerk.

6. Adurtnlstrator (could be truetee or *"naber).

PaBe 600, l{ol.fensberg ln Zurlch, bullt ln 1910 by J. Wolfens-
berger, ltthogr"apher, and' Salon for ehowlng Art
Exhlbt ts.

Page 648, Johannes ldolfeneperger' 1845-1906, Professor ln
Zurlch,

Page e 496 - Lvg?, Notee on Robert WoLfenberge" and' Ilelnl
WoLfenebe?g€rr
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ITOLFENSBERGER out of fiolfensberg ln Canton Zurlch

Coat of A:me: (Before 1500) red, e s l lver wol f  on three
green hl l ls ,  A s l lver rol f te head wlth
red and sllver oap6 upon the heluet.

Llvlng ln (here follows a long 1lgt of
vll lagee and. clt les' lnclud,lng Buenos
Alf,es, and. Salgon ln Choqhln Chlns).

Evangellcal- r

The nune?ous and wtdeLy scattered fanlly l{olfensberger has

derlved lte nane frou the eettlenents ln the connunltles of

Btretswll and Beurna. The anclent forrn of'the raorrl ls l{olfes-

berg,  l lount of  the Wolf  (or  she-wolf) .  In the ear l lest  wrt t -

ten form, the name ls Wolfeneberger. Thls later took on

nany foms so we have numerous - l{olfensperger' Wolfesberger'

Wolfelsperger, l{olf lsbergor, }lolfsberger. Tod.ay, most of the

llne that come frorr Wetzlkon speL1, lt Wol,fensperger' whtle to

the others' lt le customary to spell tt ttolfeneberger.

Not far from Old-Land.ersberger, upon a steep htl l , 8t the vtl-

lage Ober-Wolfeneberg, the Castle tdolfensberg etood. The hone

of the noble Kntght of the seme name - Knlght Baldebert of

WoLfsberg,  !233 to t259, 88 shown by the ear l lest  recorrds,

was from Rapperswll and. a subJect of Brlefenberg' a possdsslon

of the Counte of Bapperslnll, who held. feudal tenure from St'

Gallen. Bald.ebert and probably others of hls fanlly endowed

the ololster (nonastery) RUt1, where thelr coat of a::ne were

heLd, and. where they now Ile burled..



23

Another cestellated. h111 by the settlement 1n Badr w€sterly

between upper and. lower Wolfensberg, ls also stl l l  l- lsted. 1n

the Book of  Cast les (Zur lch Cast les).

On November 15, I3t5, Herrnann vot hlolfensb€rg, whlle ser:rrlng

Duke Leopold of Ausbrla, was slaln ln the battle of Morgarten,

flghtlng the Swlss. In 1316 Dorothea von Wolfensberg wa.s laar-

rled to Walter von shalken (SchaLchen). In L392 the nobie von

Hlnwl l  leased hLs hof (house, yard. ,  home) to hls sons von WoIf-

lsberg for a. rental of 2 pounds annually from t393 through I39t+

and from then on 2 rntltt, 1 malter.

From 1432 to 1438 Hof Wolfensberg was leased by the cloi.ster

RUtl to Konrad. $enn, In t$t+ Hans Wolfensberg (ln resld.ence

at Wol-fensberg) was a wltness ln a tlthlng caae between Oswald

K0ndlg of WalLenwll and Boszhart von Hornen ln dlstrlct of

Bauma.

It appears that ln 1439, RoF WoLFENSBEBG was freed" fron the

elolster RUtl, sLnce from that year on there are no tax en-

trles ln the loca1 tax books. A feir years l-ater, the old.

Zurtch war broke out. Therefore, lt ls u-nd.erstandable that

the tnhabltants ln that area, through the development of

rlghts of clttzenshlp, atternpted to guard and prote0t the

clty of Zurlch. Among the ad.nlsslons to clttzenshlp durlng

thls tlne, w€ flnd. HANNS WOLFFENSPERGER, the weaver, adnltted

on Wed.nesday after Corpus Chrlstl Day, June 22, I l+45.
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At about thls tlner w€ begln to lose the traces of the tnd.lvld-

ual Rappersweller von Wolfesberg., nore and. notre, and ln thelr

place vae ueet nor€ and more of the related. nane, Woifensberger.

In 1453, Ull of, l lolfysperg at l{allenwll pald 1 pound. ln taxes

and 1n the same year Hans Wolfysperg tn Ettlngheusen patd 18

shtll lnge. Fron here on are charts and. reeords of 1nd.1vld.uals.2

ZF"ot Swlss Genealogy - a transl-atlon.
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Note re the lroreword,:

Not al l  of  the th lags whtch Dr,  Escher says are of  lnterest
to us who d.o nof have the Gerran-tiwlss Geneal-ogy, Volume 6S
for whteh he wrote the Foreword. some of the inrngs he ha;.t9 say seems as appllcable now &s at the ttrne he wiote,
therefore,  i  have lncluded l t  here.  . .o.or.1alEt l

Foreword. ta 55Eh Volume, Getroan-$wlss Genealogy, by Dr. Her_
mann Eseher,  Dtrector,  CentTal  L lbrary,  Zurfcf i ,  gal ter  lgZg.

The author and collaborators of thls voLume of Gerrnan-swlss

genealogy, have had. the klnhness to reqrr.est me to wrlte a

foreword. T an nrost happy to eomply wlth thls request,, be-

c&use r am aware of how valuabl-e the presentatlon and. publt-

cat lon of  lJnes of  descent are to the htstor l "cal  researcher

and. how helpful these books are to the Ltbrarles trho so often

flnd themselves ln a poeltlon of belng; able to show the way

ln th ls f teLd, to tnformat lon seel ters.

Every person who attempts to fulf l l l  hts asslgned tasks falrly

and who wlshes to fu l f l l l  h ls exlstenee on earth,  somet lnes

feels the need.,  whl le on the h!-ghlvay of  I l fe,  to look back-

wards on the road. he has trod. Ee lu ln orrler to trace and.

reealL ln hls thought, hls own d.evel_opnent, or be 1t ln order

that he may trace the genealoglcal hlstory of those who have

Sone before hln as far as he ean. Thts ln ord.er to glve h1n-

self an aocount of thelr ways and_ accomprtshments, thelr do-

lngs and. d.ea] lnqs.

Th1s, 1n no way, should prevent hln fron vterlng the future

and. glvlng hls fulI attentlon and. energy to the tasks whlch
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the future rr t11 present hln wl th.  But,  1n'order to f lnd hts

way on thls path that hls foref,athers have trod. before hlm,

generatlon through generatlon, the hLstory of thelr l lves wl"l i

glve hln greater confldence ln the many d.eclslons whlch he

hlnself w111 be forced. to mske.

To be petsrrltted to look baok upon oners ancestors, who were

worthy and. gave l!.fe thelr best efforts, ls a valuable splrlt-

ual  possesston. Alsor or?€ whloh plaees a d.uty upon 1ts pos-

sessor. Becarree the worth of a good. name lj-es chlefly ln the

fact  that  1t  lnf luences l ts possessor to be, t l r  t ruth,  nhat

he appears to be, so, tn looklng backr^rard. at.ancestors of

mlght and lndustry, lt behooves a man to develop, preserrfe

and cherteh thls eetate whlch bygone generatlons have be-

queathed. to hturo r

The Ge:msn-swlss genealogy has undertaken the task of reveaL-

lng these aspects,  and- blood l ines whlch are not restr j -cted.

to provrnclar atreas and relatlonshlps, bui to explore wld.er

source. Thls l-s thoroughly comnend.able,

Thts broad.enlng of the scope typlfles the co'r.rse of d.evelop-

ment whlch our Soverrnments and bustness cond,lt lons have taken.

Vtrhen we take honest prlde ln the baslc decency of our &ilc€s-

tral people, and. can see an accompan;rlng profltable ed.ueatton

ln our common rerattonshlps, w€ must reallze that the nrral

and orlglnal peasant stock must have thelr share of ered.lt.
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Even more than the ways and deed,s of hlgh levels of soelety.,

ln oUr hlstor1y, rrre must consld.er that the vlgor of our stock

ls based. on the heaLth of a broad strata of soclety. There-

fore lt ls only good and. proper durlng these tlmes when the

growlng trend toward the clt les, and. the danger of lnternat-

lonal goverr:-ment threatens, that the descend.ants of country

bred generatlons remaln arrlare of thelr herltage and corio€c-

t lon wl th 1t .

centatnly, a farnlly tree that, merely shor.rs tt ie descent from

father to son, uncles,  great unel_ee, etc. ,  6 l .ves only a par-

tlal plcture of the aneeet,ry of a nan; bieause that portlon

of our p?eeedtng name-bearers,  whoge blood f lows ln our velns,

becomes less wJ.th each generatlon as we reckon backwarrls. To-

day t s genealoglcaL research has theref ore, begrin syeternattcally

to mlne the wealth of  ear l ler  genealoglcal  sources to establ lsh

records of promtnent persons. The 6enea1ogLcal tables of

Helnr lch Pestalozzl ,  whlch have been aval labre for  two years,

glve noteworthy revelatlons of the l-lves and. lnte1Lects of the

great pedagogues. A geneaLoglcal table recently publlshod. by

Gotfrled Kel1er rrrt l l  nob detract from the honor and farne of

the great poets.. Thls table tles tn r,r!.th the present volurae

by establlshlng conneotlons wlth a prornlnent man of ou? courr-

t ry,  J.  C, Lavabor.

Unfortunately, establlshr,rent and publlshlng of thJ.s type of

genea]oglcal  tabre,  soon reaches 1ts t ln l ts.  r f  the search
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does not fall beoause of an overslght ln the offlolal record.s,

lt 1111 flnd great dlff lcuLtlee ln follorlng the }lne as tt

changes fron patertral to raaternal sld.es. The prlnter also

ls hand.lcapped. 1n that, contrary to followlng a llne of d.es-

cent, traolng bckrard's rapldly nultlplles the dlff lculttea.

Of, unfortunately, the matter le often conflned to prontnent

pergotlallt lee onLy, oF hand. rrltten tabLeg nust sufflce.

Thls malrcg one wlsh that these tables could. all be prlnted

at a central locatlon, &8 for exanpl€, the Geruan-Srtss

Geneelogfcdt Book3 so al-l researchers could have access to

the lnforaatlon.

Thoee, however, who constantly work wlth thle type of naterlal

oanr ln nany cases, B€t rqelcome agslstance by cheolrlng famlly

names whlch they enoounter ln the |tSwlsg-Gernanrr volunes of

the Germ,an Genealo8ll. As an eranple, trt Vol, 3 of the Swlse-

German books ln conneotlon rlth the fannlly '/,w|.ckly, further

nanea are dlsoovered,, It le obvlous, of course, that these

ald.s become nore effecttve, lnsofar as ferer gencratlons are

eontalned. ln tnd.lvldual volumsg.

Zurlch
Easter t929
Dr. Hennann Escher
Dlrector Central Llbrary
Zurloh

3neferrtng to
thls volurBe. .

the prlntlng
. . . .l{RW

and publlshlng outflt thgt prlnted

Nation.-. I  f  : ; .ra!g61i;al Society
4527 Savcni., : i r : i1 Street l . Iortb

Arlinstou V A 222O7,2AG9
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